
CATHOLIC PARISH OF CORPUS CHRISTI, CRANEBROOK
Sunday 23rd of  August 2026 | Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday Vigil 6pm 
Sunday 7.30am & 9.30am
Weekday Masses
Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am
Reconciliation
Saturday evening from 5.00pm - 
5.45pm in the Meeting Room

Regular Events
Rosary
Fridays after morning Mass
‘Young in Spirit’ Seniors Group 
Morning tea
Last Friday of the month after morning 
Mass
Parish Morning Tea
Second Sunday of the Month after the 
9.30am Mass
Parish Woman’s Group
Exclusive group with new members 
always welcome. Contact the Parish 
Office if you wish to be a part of the 
group

PARISH TEAM:  
Parish Priest-Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CMI 
 -Email: Abraham.Kunnatholy@ parracatholic.org
     -Ph: 0492 894 167 (Emergencies only)    
Sue Weekes — Secretarial Support 
Vanessa Sultana – Office Support/ Safeguarding Champion
 - Email: cranebrook@parracatholic.org

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH:
Corpus Christi Primary –  
Ph  4726 2200 
Principal  -   Mrs Sarah O’Rourke
Xavier College –
Ph 4777 0900           
 Principal  -  Mr Michael Pate

Address:  86-92 Andromeda Drive
   Cranebrook, NSW, 2749
Postal:     PO Box 21 
   Cranebrook , NSW,  2749
Phone:    4730 1249
Email: cranebrook@parracatholic.org             
Facebook:
 www.facebook.com/
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook
Office Hours:   9:00 am - 4:30pm 
           (Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri)

First Reading
Isaiah 22:19-23
Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of the palace:
I dismiss you from your office,
I remove you from your post,
and the same day I call on my servant
Eliakim son of Hilkiah.
I invest him with your robe,
gird him with your sash,
entrust him with your authority;
and he shall be a father
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem
and to the House of Judah.
I place the key of the House of David
on his shoulder;
should he open, no one shall close,
should he close, no one shall open.
I drive him like a peg
into a firm place;
he will become a throne of glory
for his father's house. 
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8
(R.) Lord, your love is eternal;
do not forsake the work of your hands.
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, 
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.)
2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love 
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)
3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly 
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands. (R.)
Second Reading
Romans 11:33-36
How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom and knowledge – and how 
impossible to penetrate his motives or understand his methods! Who could ever know 
the mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever give him 
anything or lend him anything? All that exists comes from him; all is by him and for him. 
To him be glory for ever! Amen.                                                 Continued on next page

We acknowledge the Traditional 
Custodians who have walked upon 

and cared for this land for thousands 
of years.
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Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 16:18
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my Church;
the gates of hell will not hold out against it.
Alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 16:13-20
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John 
the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said 
‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the 
Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! 
Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So 
I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates 
of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever 
you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples 
strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

From the Desk of Parish Priest 

There is a difference between knowing about Jesus and knowing Jesus. We may 

know the stories of the Gospel, remember His teachings, celebrate His feasts, and 

even call ourselves Christians. But today’s Gospel challenges us to go deeper: Who 

do you say that I am?

Peter gives the right answer: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Yet 

Jesus does not want Peter merely to give the correct answer. He wants Peter to 

become a true disciple. Knowing Jesus must eventually change the way we live.

It is possible to know Jesus with our minds but not follow Him with our lives. We 

can speak beautifully about forgiveness but hold on to resentment. We can preach 

about generosity but remain possessive. We can speak about humility while always 

wanting to be noticed. We can come to Mass every Sunday and still fail to recognise 

Jesus in the person who needs our patience, compassion or help.

A person once said, “I know my faith very well.” His friend replied, “That is good—

but does your life know your faith?”

That is the challenge for every disciple.

Christianity is not simply information about Jesus; it is imitation of Jesus. To 

follow Him means allowing His words to shape our choices, our relationships, our 

priorities and even our attitudes towards those who disagree with us.

Jesus asks us today: Do you know me only by name, or are you actually following 

me?

The world does not need Christians who merely carry the name. It needs disciples 

whose lives make Christ visible—people who forgive when it is difficult, serve 

without seeking applause, speak truth with charity, stand with the vulnerable, and 

choose love when selfishness is easier.

Let us therefore move from knowing Jesus to following Jesus. May our faith not 

remain on our lips or inside the church. May it enter our homes, workplaces, 

friendships and daily decisions.

To know Christ is a grace; to follow Christ is a choice. Let us choose to follow 

Him—today, tomorrow, and every day. 

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CMI 

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention for 
August

For evangelization in the city
Let us pray that in large cities often 

marked by anonymity and loneliness we 
find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, 

discovering creative paths to build 
community.

Feast Days this Week

August 24th:   Saint Bartholomew, 
          Apostle
August 25th: Saint Louis and Saint 

         Joseph Calasanz, Priest
August 27th :Saint Monica
August 28th: Saint Augustine, Bishop 

          and Doctor of the Church
August 29th: Passion of Saint John the 

         Baptist

Let us Offer Gifts of Prayer
Recently Deceased:
Emanuel Camilleri
Anniversaries: 
Doris Galea (6/8/06), Anthony Azzopardi, 
George Pirotta, James William Sinnett, 
Olinda Ornelas, Christine Jeffery, Marvin 
Walsh, Benita Azores, Liliane Ducasse

For those who are sick:
Nick Scicluna, David Fisher, Darren 
Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, 
Marlene Rodger, Fr. Jerome Antogop, 
Joseph Cauchi, Bartolo Barca.

Safeguarding Training – August
 Safeguarding training helps us ensure that our parish is a safe 

and welcoming environment for children, young people and 
vulnerable adults. Face-to-face Safeguarding Training 

opportunities are available at various parishes throughout 
August, with online training also available for your convenience.

To view upcoming face-to-face and online training 
opportunities and register, please visit: 

https://parracatholic.org/connect-
events/?series=safeguarding-trainingFor more information, 

please email safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org.

September 
5th and 6th 

2026
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PARISH…
Final Call for New Altar Servers

Over the past few weeks, we have invited our young parishioners 
to consider becoming an Altar Server. Fr Abraham is now 
beginning to make plans for training, so this weekend will be our 
final call for anyone wishing to join.
Children currently participating in our First Holy Communion 
Program are also warmly invited and encouraged to join.
Those who have already placed their details on the sheet in the 
foyer will be contacted next week with further information about 
training. If you would like to become an Altar Server and have not 
yet registered your interest, please add your name and details to 
the sheet in the foyer this weekend.
We look forward to welcoming our new Altar Servers and helping 
them grow in their service to our parish.

Parish Annual General Meeting
Our Parish Annual General Meeting was held on Saturday 22nd of 
August, providing an opportunity to reflect on the life of our parish 
over the past year and look ahead to the future.
A Parish Annual Report has been prepared to provide an overview 
of our parish life, ministries, sacramental programs, finances and 
activities throughout the year.
All parishioners are warmly invited to take a copy of the Annual 
Report. Copies will be available in the foyer, with additional 
copies able to be printed on request should they be required.
We thank everyone who attended the AGM and contributed to the 
life and mission of our parish throughout the past year.

Ministry Roster for September and October
Thank you to all parishioners who so generously serve in our 
liturgical ministries. Your faithful support and willingness to 
assist in the life of the parish is greatly appreciated.

The September and October Liturgical Ministry Roster will be 
prepared next week. If you are unavailable on any dates during 
these months, please notify the Parish Office by Wednesday 26th of 
August. Please email cranebrook@parracatholic.org with your dates 
of unavailability to assist with roster preparation.

Thank you again for your continued support.

Women’s Group Invitation
Our Parish Women's Group warmly invites all women to a special 
presentation, Mary, Our Pilgrim Mother, on Sunday 30th of  
August from 2.00pm to 4.00pm in the church. The session will 
be led by Sr Rita from Mt Schoenstatt and will offer an opportunity 
to reflect on Mary's role as our Pilgrim Mother.
Afternoon tea will be shared during the afternoon, and those 
attending are kindly invited to bring a plate to share. All women 
are most welcome.

Parish Pilgrimage to Mount Schoenstatt 
All parishioners are warmly invited to join us for a Parish 
Pilgrimage to Mount Schoenstatt Shrine, Mulgoa, on 
Saturday, 5th of September, from 10:00am 
to 1:00pm
The pilgrimage will include Holy Mass, a spiritual talk, and a 
BYO picnic lunch to enjoy together on the beautiful shrine 
grounds.

10 Days of the Rosary – October
Friday 2nd October – Sunday 11th October

This October, our parish will come together for 10 special days of 
praying the Rosary, asking Our Blessed Mother to intercede for 
our parish, our families and our wider community.
The Rosary will be prayed in the evenings alongside Mass, with 
the exception of Sundays, when it will be prayed after the 9.30am 
Mass. The final day, Sunday 11th of October, will conclude with 
our Parish Morning Tea.
We are also looking for people to lead the Rosary each day. If you 
are able to assist, please add your name to the sign-on sheet in 
the church foyer. Exact times and further details will be 
announced closer to the date.
Everyone is warmly invited to join us for all or any of these special 

days of prayer. Come and pray the Rosary with us!

REGISTRATIONS ARE ESSENTIAL AND CAN BE 
MADE BY PLACING YOUR NAME ON THE 

SHEET IN THE FOYER OR CONTACTING THE 
PARISH OFFICE. REGISTRATIONS MUST BE 

MADE BY SUNDAY 30TH OF AUGUST
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With many thanks to all these local 
businesses who support our parish 

throughout the year.  

Please consider supporting them when in 
need of these services...

This space is available for 
Advertising. For more information, 
please contact the Parish Office on 

02 4730 1249

Sacrament Dates 2026
First Reconciliation & Confirmation
The 2026 programs have now concluded. We thank our 
children, families, Sacramental Team and parish community 
for their support and prayers.
2027 program dates will be announced later this year.
First Eucharist
Registration took place on Wednesday 12th of August
Formation Sessions:
Wednesday evenings & Thursday afternoons, 19 August–10 
September. Families are required to attend all four sessions, 
along with weekend Mass each week throughout the 
preparation period.
First Eucharist Celebrations:
• Saturday 12 September, 10.00am
• Saturday 12 September, 6.00pm
• Saturday 19 September, 10.00am
• Sunday 20 September, 9.30am
Baptisms
Baptisms are celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month at 11.00am. Parents are asked to contact the Parish 
Office to book a date and attend the Rite of Welcome & 
Information Meeting, held on the 4th Sunday of the month 
prior to Baptism.
Weddings & Funerals
Bookings are arranged through the Parish Office.

Planned Giving/Parish Donations
Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish and 
also contributes towards outreach in our parish and beyond.

If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details are:
 BSB: 067 950 
 Acct No: 100000698
 Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish 

Please ensure you put your details in the reference section (ENVELOPE 
N# OR SURNAME)
Please contact the Parish Office (02 4730 1249) if you 
are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the envelope 
system and would like to change to credit card or direct debit or 
would like to join the Planned Giving Program.
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Gospel Reflection
Like last week’s gospel, this week’s story takes place in a 
region that was outside predominantly Jewish territory. 
Caesarea Philippi (north of Galilee and in the region of 
modern day Syria) had long been a centre of pagan worship. 
It was used originally by the Canaanites as a site of worship; 
the Greeks built a temple to one of their gods there; in 20 
BCE Herod the Great built a temple to Caesar Augustus; and 
after his death, Herod’s son, Phillip, renamed the city 
Caesarea Phillipi after Tiberius Caesar and himself. It is 
intriguing that Matthew’s gospel chooses such a site as the 
location for such a significant revelation of faith.
Jesus asks the disciples who people say he is. They report 
that people associate Jesus with one of the great prophets 
of Jewish tradition. By people identifying Jesus with other 
great prophets they were projecting Jesus into the same 
mould as that prophet. What they were saying was that 
Jesus will be a great leader in the style of John the Baptist, 
or Elijah or even Jeremiah. The expectation of a messiah 
was running very high at the time of Jesus and everyone had 
their own idea about what that messiah would be like – 
usually aligned with some previous leader. They didn’t seem 
to understand that Jesus was breaking the mould and was 
not going to fit in with any of those expectations. To see him 
as one of the great prophets come again is always going to 
be an inadequate understanding of Jesus as messiah. 
When Jesus pushes the disciples for their own ideas, it is 
Simon Peter who speaks up and identifies Jesus as being the 
Son of the living God. Making a play on Peter’s name (in 
Greek, petros = Peter and petra = rock), Jesus states that 
hereafter, Simon Peter will be known as Peter and upon the 
rock of his profession of faith the church will be built.

Have you thought? What’s in a name?
On many occasions in the Bible a character is given, or takes 
on, a new name when they take on a new role or move to a 
new level in their faith and relationship with God. Abram 
became Abraham; Sarai became Sarah; Jacob became Israel; 
and Saul became Paul. In all of these circumstances the 
person took on a new name to reflect their new relationship 
with God. This tradition has continued right to this day. Men 
and women entering religious life have traditionally taken 
on a new name to indicate the new life they are entering. 
When a new Pope is chosen, he takes on a new name to 
indicate the new role and the new life he is beginning.

Living the Gospel ... Who do YOU say I am?
The question that Jesus asks the disciples is a question he 
asks of all of us. How we answer that question reflects our 
relationship with Jesus. But more importantly, how we 
answer that question reflects the way we live our life in 
response to who we believe Jesus to be. If we truly say that 
we believe in Jesus as the son of God, then how do we live 
our lives in such a way that we act on that belief? The gospel 
shows us that an inadequate answer to that question leads 
to missing the point of all that Jesus is.

Gospel Focus 
Jesus’ words to Peter, ‘on this rock I will build my church’, 
are obviously the gospel writers’ words and not the words 
of Jesus himself. (Jesus did not set out to build a church 
community; that did not emerge until later.) In fact they 
appear only in this particular gospel. The other synoptic 
gospels have Peter’s confession of faith but not these words 
attributed to Jesus. The words are sometimes understood as 
asserting that Peter himself is the rock on whom the church 
will be built, rather than his declaration of faith being the 
rock. This has then sometimes become confused with the 
line of popes beginning with Peter. 

Questions for Adolescents
Q.  If people thought that Jesus was another of the 
prophets, how might they have expected him to behave?
Q.  Why did Jesus order the disciples to tell no one that he 
was the Messiah? 
Q.  Why did Jesus give Simon Peter a ‘new’ name?
Q.  When are people today given a ‘new’ name?
Q.  How would you answer Jesus’ question, ‘Who do you say 
I am?’

Questions for Adults
Q.  Why was it significant that Peter’s profession of faith 
took place outside Jewish territory?
Q.  How would you answer Jesus’ question, ‘Who do you say 
I am?’
Q.  What are different ways in which people answer Jesus’ 
question?
Q.  In what ways have some people used a mistaken 
understanding of who they believed Jesus to be?
Q.  How would Jesus’ confirmation of Peter’s declaration 
have made a difference to the way the disciples saw Jesus?

Learning moments
•  Conduct an image search through magazines and online 
collections to create a gallery of images that express an 
answer to Jesus’ question, ‘Who do you say I am?’
•  View a diverse collection of images of Jesus and identify 
one that is appealing and one that does not appeal. In small 
groups, discuss the choices and what it is about the images 
that is, or is not, appealing.
•  Brainstorm to identify local Christian agencies and the 
work they do. What do the actions of these agencies say 
about how Christians answer Jesus’ question, ‘Who do you 
say I am?’

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA
The readings highlight two different but related themes: the 
character of our understanding of Christ, and our understanding 
of discipleship that flows from it. Christological reflections reach a 
climax in the question posed to the disciples: Who do you say I 
am? In this liturgical context, the same question is posed to us. 
Who is this one who multiplies loaves of bread, who walks on 
turbulent waters, who breaks the boundaries that separate insider 
from outsider? It is none other than the messiah. 
When Peter testified to Jesus’ identity, it was a relevant religious 
and political statement, for messianic expectation was a burning 
question at that time. But what does it mean for the average 
Christian today? Many believers consider messianic expectation a 
theological theme that belongs to the past. They feel that it is 
difficult to get excited about the coming of someone who we 
believe has already come and gone. If Jesus were to pose this 
question today, how would we answer? 
Like Peter, we too may have good intentions, but when they are 
put to the test we realise that that was all that they were – good 
intentions. Still, we should not be discouraged by our weaknesses, 
for just as Peter’s failure did not deter God from entrusting him 
with power and authority, so our failures need not be obstacles to 
God’s grace in our lives. We watch God entrust the church to 
individuals who are weak and undependable, and we realise that 
judgments are inscrutable and God’s ways unsearchable. 

Image and content: Liturgyhelp.com
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First Reading:
 Who can measure the wealth and wisdom and knowledge of God? Who can understand his 
decisions or explain what he does?
“Has anyone known
the thoughts of the Lord
    or given him advice?
Has anyone loaned
something to the Lord
    that must be repaid?”
Everything comes from the Lord. All things were made because of him and will return to 
him. Praise the Lord forever! Amen.

Gospel Reading:
Who Is Jesus?
When Jesus and his disciples were near the town of Caesarea Philippi, he asked them, “What 
do people say about the Son of Man?”
The disciples answered, “Some people say you are John the Baptist or maybe Elijah or 
Jeremiah or some other prophet.”
Then Jesus asked, “But who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter spoke up, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus told him:
Simon, son of Jonah, you are blessed! You didn't discover this on your own. It was shown to 
you by my Father in heaven. So I will call you Peter, which means “a rock.” On this rock I 
will build my church, and death itself will not have any power over it. I will give you the 
keys to the kingdom of heaven, and God in heaven will allow whatever you allow on earth. 
But he will not allow anything you don't allow.
Jesus told his disciples not to tell anyone he was the Messiah.

Discussion Questions:
In today’s Gospel, what question did Jesus ask his disciples?

What did Simon Peter boldly say?

Let us take a few moments to think how we might answer Jesus’ question.

• Who do you say Jesus is?

• Jesus is both God and human.

• How does believing in Jesus change us?

• We pray that Jesus will be with us this week as we live as his disciples.
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Women’s Group – Upcoming Gatherings
Our Women’s Group is a wonderful opportunity for women of our parish to come together, build 
friendships, share faith and enjoy some time in good company. We warmly invite all women to 
join us at our upcoming gatherings! 
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What’s happening in the diocese and beyond…
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