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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - 7TH AND 8TH MARCH 2026

We, the people of Corpus Christi, seek to grow in living Christ-centred mission, sharing our gifts to foster welcome,
justice and community in today’s world.
A very warm welcome to anyone who is new to the parish.

First Readin
Exodus 17:3- ) )
Tormented by thirst, the people complained
against Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of
Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so that | should die of
thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’ Moses
appealed to the Lord. ‘How am | to deal with
this people?’ he said. ‘A little more and they will
stone me!” The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with
you some of the elders of Israel and move on to
the forefront of the people; take in your hand
the staff with which you struck the river, and go.
I shall be standing before you there on the rock,
at Horeb. You must strike the rock, and_water
will flow from it for the people to drink.’ This is
what Moses did, in the sight of the elders of
Israel. The place was named Massah and
Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons
of Israel and because they put the Lord to the
test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not?’
Responsorial Psalm
Ps94:1-2.6-9.R.v.8 =

R.) If today you hear his voice,

arden not your hearts.
1.Come, ring out our joy to the Lord,;
hail the rockwho saves us.
Let us come before him, %lvmg thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord.
2.Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us
forheisour God andwe
the Peo le who belong to his pasture,
theflock thatis led byhishand.
3.0 that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’
Second Readin
Romans 5:1-2. 5-8 . .
Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are
judge rlfghteous and at peace with God, since
it is by faith and through Jesus that we have
entered this state of grace in_which we can
boast about looking forward to God’s glory. This
hope is not deceptive, because the love of God
has been poured into our hearts by the Hol
Spirit which has been given us. We were still
helpless when at his appointed moment Christ
died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even for
a good man - though of course for someone
really worthy, a man might be prepared to die -
but what proves that God loves us is that Christ
died for us while we were still sinners.
Gospel Acclamation
See John 4:42. 15 .
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world;
give me living water, that | may never thirst

again.
G%ory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Gospel

John 4:5-42 .

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called
Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus, tired by
the journey, sat straight down by the well. It
was about the sixth hour. When"a Samaritan
woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her,
‘Give me a drink.” His disciples had gone into
the town to buy food. The Samaritan woman
said to him, ‘What? You are a Jew and you ask
me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ - Jews, in fact, do
not associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied:

‘If you only knew what God is offering

and who it is that is saying to you:
Give me a drink,
you would have been the one to ask,
and he would have given you living water.’
‘You have no bucket, sir,” she answered ‘and
the well is deep: how could you get this living
water? Are you a greater man than our father
Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it
himself with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus
replied: . . . . )
‘Whoever drinks this waterwill get thirsty again;
but anyone who drinks the water that | shall
ivewill never be thirsty again:

e water that | shall give . .
will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to
eternal life.’ .
‘Sir,” said the woman, ‘give me some of that
water, so that | may never %et thirsty and never
have to come heré again to draw water.” ‘Go
and call your husband’ said Jesus to her ‘and
come back here.” The woman answered, ‘| have
no husband.” He said to her, ‘You are right to
say, “| have no husband”; for although you have
had five, the one you have now IS not your
husband. You spoke the truth there.” ‘| see you
are a prophet, sir’ said the woman. ‘Our fathers
worshipped on_ this mountain, while you say
that Jerusalem is the place where one ought to
worship.’ Jesus said: . .
‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming .
when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem.
You worship what you do not
know;
we worship what we do know;
for salvation comes from the Jews.
But the hour will come —in fact it is
here already when true worship-
pers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth: .
thatis the kind of worshipper
the Father wants.
God is spirit, .
and those who worship must wor-
ship in spirit and truth. )
The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah -
that is, Christ - is coming; and when he comes
he will tell us everything.” I who am speaking to
you,’” said Jesus ‘l am he.’
At this point his disciples returned, and were
surprised to find him speaklnﬁ to a woman,
though none of them asked, ‘What do r31/0u want
from her?’ or, ‘Why are you talking to her?’ The
woman put down her water jar and hurried
back to the town to tell the people, ‘Come and
see a man who has told me.ever¥th.|n% | ever
did; | wonder if he is the Christ?’ This brought
People out of the town and they started walking
owards him. o ) .
Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him,
‘Rabbi, do have somet ing to eat’; but he sald;
‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.
So the disciples asked one another, ‘Has some-
one been bringing him food?’ But Jesus said:
‘My food is to do the will of the one who sent
me, and to complete his work.
Have you not got a saying:
Four months and then the harvest?
Well, I tell you: .
Look around you, look at the fields;
already they are white, ready for harvest!

Continued on next page

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
SATURDAY VIGIL 6pm
SUNDAY 7.30am & 9.30am

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am

RECONCILIATION

Saturday evening from 5.00pm -
5.45pm in the Meeting Room

ROSARY
Fridays after morning Mass

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH
Address: 86-92 Andromeda Drive
Cranebrook, NSW, 2749

Postal: PO Box 21

Cranebrook , NSW, 2749
Phone: 47301249
Email:

cranebrook@parracatholic.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30pm
(Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri)

PARISH TEAM:

Parish Priest-Fr Abraham

Kunnatholy CMI
-Abraham.Kunnatholy@parracatholic.org

- 0492894167 (emergencies only)
- Presbytery: 4729 1675

Mrs Sue Weekes — Secretarial
Support

Mrs Vanessa Sultana — Office

Support

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH:

Corpus Christi Primary —

ph 4726 2200 (Principal - Mrs Sarah

O’Rourke)

Xavier College — ph 4777 0900

(Principal - Mr Michael Pate)

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.
Visit our website: www.corpuschristi.org.au




Already the reaper is being paid his wages,

already he is bringing in the grain for eternal life,

and thus sower and reaper rejoice together.

For here the proverb holds good:

one sows, another reaps;

| sentyou to reap

a harvest you had not worked for.

Others worked for it; .

and you have come into the rewards of their trouble.’

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the strength of
the woman’s testimony when she said, ‘He told me all | have ever
done’, so, when the Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to
stay with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them
many more came to believe; and they'said to the woman, ‘Now we no
longer believe because of what you told us; we have heard him
ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of the world.’

Prayer for Peace...

We remember in our prayers all people
around the world who are suffering Eecause of
war, violence, and conflict. May the Lord bring
comfort to those who mourn, protection to the

innocent, and wisdom to leaders
seeking peace.
May Christ, the Prince of Peace, guide our world
toward justice, reconciliation, and lasting peace.

From Parish Priest’s Desk

“Lord, give us the thirst for the right waters.”

The Gospel of this Sunday presents the beautiful encounter between
Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:5-42). The
woman came to draw ordinary water, but she encountered the One
who offers living water — the water that truly satisfies the deepest
thirst of the human heart.

Human life is often shaped by different thirsts. We thirst for
happiness, the thirst for love, thirst for success, thirst for security
and thirst for recognition. Many people run from one well to another
hoping to satisfy this longing. Yet the more we drink from the wells
of wealth, pleasure, popularity or possessions, the more we discover
that the thirst still remains.

Jesus gently reveals a deeper truth: the human heart is created for
something greater. Only God can satisfy the deepest longing of the
soul. That is why Jesus tells the woman, “Whoever drinks the water
that I shall give will never thirst.”

The living water that Christ offers is the grace of God that renews
the heart, heals our wounds and fills our lives with lasting peace.
Lent is a time to rediscover this thirst for God. Through prayer,
fasting and charity, we gradually detach ourselves from the waters
that cannot satisfy and open our hearts to the living water that
flows from Christ. The more we learn to dive deep into the well of
eternity the greater will be our satisfaction and deeper the
quenching of the thirst for God in our being.

Let this be our prayer during this Lenten journey:

“Lord, purify our desires and give us the thirst for the right waters —
the living water that comes from you alone.” May we find that the
waters other than the living water never quenches or satisfies our
thirst in reality.

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CMI

LET US OFFER GIFTS OF PRAYER

Recently Deceased:

Deirdre Dimeck

Anniversaries:

Mario Vella, Bernardo R Chanyungo (birthday)

For those who are sick:

Darren Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, Marlene Rodger,
Fr. Jerome Antogop.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Deirdre Dimeck, a
member of our parish. Her Funeral Mass will be
celebrated on Wednesday 18 March at 10:30am at Corpus
Christi.

Parishioners and friends are warmly invited to attend as we
gather in faith to commend Deirdre to the Lord and to support
her family with our prayers and presence.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mario Vella as we mark
the 20th anniversary of his death. A Mass in his memory will be
celebrated on Monday 16 March at 7:00pm at Corpus Christi.

Parishioners and friends are warmly invited to attend and join in
prayer for Mario and for the comfort of his family.

Parish News

LENTEN RETREAT
LENTEN RETREAT

Catholic Parish of Corpus Christi, Cranebrook

We invite you for these special days
of Grace,

as we journey closer to Holy Week.

March 22—25
Evening VHasses & Reflections

~ Sunday (March 22): 6:00 rm
- Monday — Wednesday (March 23-25): 6:30 rm

Retreat Preacher:
Fr. Abraham Kunnatholy CMI

Let this be a sacred time to:
:» Deepen your relationship with Christ
. Reflect on God's Word and the 10 Commandments
<.; Prepare your heart for Easter
4. Come and be blessed.
4 # Come and renew your spirit.
& 2 Come and experience God’s grace.

All are welcome.

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK
March 9th: St. Frances of Rome

POPE LEO XIV’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MARCH
& For disarmament and peace

Let us pray that nations move toward effective
leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence..

disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world

LENT 2026 — SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

As we enter the holy season of Lent, we invite all
parishioners to take part in these opportunities /)
for prayer, repentance, and spiritual renewal. N . I
Lent calls us to deepen our faith through prayer,

fasting, and works of charity as we prepare for Easter.

FRIDAYS DURING LENT

7.00pm - Stations of the Cross

A traditional Lenten devotion reflecting on Christ’s

journey to Calvary. All are invited to walk with the Lord in prayer and
reflection.

THURSDAY 19 MARCH

7.00pm - Second Rite of Reconciliation

A communal celebration of God’s mercy, including

Scripture, an examination of conscience, and individual confession
with visiting priests.

SUNDAY 22 MARCH — WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH

Evening Mass followed by Lenten Reflection
Join us for our Lenten Reflection Evenings as we prepare our hearts
for Easter. Each evening will begin with Mass (6:00pm on Sunday,
6:30pm on the other three nights), followed by an hour of Lenten
reflection led by Fr Abraham.
After the reflection, a light supper will be provided, so families can
come together without needing to worry about preparing an evening
meal.

Please note on Sunday 22nd March Mass times will be 8.30am and

6pm. No 7.30am or 9.30am Masses will take place




CALL FOR LITURGICAL MINISTERS — EASTER &

REFLECTION DAY MASSES

As we prepare for the sacred celebrations of Easter and

our Lenten Reflection Day Masses, we warmly invite

parishioners to serve as liturgical ministers. We are seeking
volunteers for:

e Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
and, Alolytes, Data Operators and Altar Servers for all
Easter and Reflection Day Masses

e Volunteers for Foot-Washing on Holy Thursday

Your participation is a meaningful way to contribute to our
parish’s liturgical life and to enrich the prayerful experience
of all who gather. If you are able to assist, please add your
name to the sign-on sheets in the foyer.

COMMISSIONING OF SRE TEACHERS (CATECHISTS)

This Sunday, 8 March at the 9:30am Mass at Corpus Christi, our SRE
Teachers (Catechists) will be commissioned for their
ministry in our local schools. We thank them sincerely for their
generous commitment to sharing the faith with young people
through the ministry of Special Religious Education.

Their dedication and witness are a great blessing to our parish. Please
keep our catechists and the students they serve in your prayers.

Special Call to Youth:

We are also seeking young parishioners to help lead the
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday. If interested, please
add your name to the sign on sheet in the foyer.

Corpus Christi Sacrament Dates

2026

FIRST RECONCILIATION (PENANCE)

Our First Reconciliation preparation program is now
underway. Please keep the children and their families in
your prayers as they prepare to receive this sacrament.

Sacrament Date:
Thursday 26th March

CONFIRMATION
Parent Information and Registration evening:
Wednesday 22nd of April at 7pm
Parent and Child Formation Sessions:
Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and
Thursday afternoons from April 29th until June 11th.

(Seven sessions per child) g
Wi

Sacrament Dates:
Saturday June 27th at 10am
Sunday June 28th at 9.30am
Parent Information and Registration evening:
Wednesday August 12th at 7pm
Parent and Child Formation Sessions:
Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and
Thursday afternoons from August 19th until
September 10th (Four sessions per child)
Sacrament Dates:
Saturday September 12th at 10am
Saturday September 12th at 6pm
Saturday September 19th at 10am
Sunday September 20th at 9.30am

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS

Baptisms take place on the first and third
Sunday of each month at 11am.

Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to
contact the Parish Office to book the date of baptism
and to register for the Rite of Welcome and

Information Meeting. (These take place on the
fourth Sunday of the month prior to your child’s
baptism.)

Bookings for weddings and funerals are taken on
request. Please contact the Parish Office

b
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SAVE THE DATES — PARISH WORKING BEES 2026!

Let’s come together as a parish family to care for
and beautify our parish grounds throughout the
year! Our Working Bees are a wonderful
opportunity to share fellowship, lend a helping
hand, and prepare our parish for the important
celebrations ahead.

ALL WORKING BEES WILL BE HELD FROM 9:00AM — 12:00PM
. Saturday, March 21st (to prepare for Easter)
. Saturday, May 30th (to prepare for our Parish Feast Day)

. Saturday, September 26th (to refresh the gardens after

the winter season)

. Saturday, December 12th (to prepare for Christmas)
There will be a variety of tasks to suit all ages and abilities —
gardening, tidying, cleaning, and light maintenance. Whether

you can join us for the full morning or just an hour, your
contribution will make a real difference.
COLD DRINKS AND LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED.
Please save these dates and consider being part of these special
days of service and care. Many hands make light work, and

together we can keep our parish looking welcoming and beautiful
foralll

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY...
Parish Morning Tea

ish hosts a morning tea after our 9.30am Mass on the
second Sunday of every month. Our next parish
morning tea will take place on

SUNDAY 8TH OF MARCH

e ‘. @
‘Young in Spirit’ Seniors Group
Our seniors group meets on the last Friday morning of each

month after 9.10am Mass in the Parish Office. Our next senior’s
morning tea will take place on

FRIDAY 27TH OF MARCH

Diocesan News
PROJECT

*Caritas ‘
W® LUSTRALLS COMPASSION

Third Sunday of Lent
7-8 March 2026

Monoranjon lives in a village in Bangladesh close to the sea, where
floods and storms often damage his crops and his home. With sup-
port from Project Compassion, he learnt climate-resilient farming
techniques and new ways to diversify his income, helping his family
survive and build a safer, more sustainable future.

Please donate today.
You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the donation boxes,
envelopes or by scanning the QR code.
Or online at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate




Third Sunday of Lent—7th and 8th March 2026

REFLECTION by Greg Sunter
Gospel Reflection

The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the
well is rich in historical and cultural nuance that enhances our
understanding and interpretation of this passage. When he asks
the woman for a drink, Jesus breaks two cultural taboos: firstly,
for a man to speak directly to an unchaperoned woman was
somewhat scandalous; secondly, as the woman points out, Jesus
is a Jew and directly addresses a Samaritan — another scandal.
Jesus successfully gains the woman’s attention by ignoring these
social taboos but she fails to fully understand his reference to
‘living water’.
The reference to the woman’s five husbands has often been
construed to suggest that she was either a prostitute or a serial
widow. However, it may in fact be a reference to
the Samaritans binding themselves (wedding
themselves) to the five books of the Torah and
ignoring the writings of the prophets and other later
writings. This reference is followed by another fact
that set Jews and Samaritans apart: the Samaritans
worshipped God on a local mountain, Mt Gerazim,
whilst the Jews held that true worship could only
take place in Jerusalem. Jesus dismisses this major
difference between Jews and Samaritans by declaring that soon
‘true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth’. He
is indicating the much more personal relationship with God that
he models; not bound up by ritual, place and law.
Having set the scene for breaking down the walls between Jews
and Samaritans, Jesus then reveals to the woman unequivocally
that he is the promised Messiah. The woman rushes back to the
town to spread the good news about Jesus. She becomes a
missionary for him; and a remarkably effective one. The people
are convinced by her testimony and flock to Jesus where they
have their own personal faith encounter with him.

Historical Context — Jews and Samaritans
Samaritans descended from one of the tribes of Israel. They held
faithful to Mt Gerazim as the first place for the worship of God
even when the prophet Elijah declared a new place for worship.
In the 7th and 8th Centuries BCE, the Assyrians descended on
the Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel. The Samaritans
in the north assimilated with the Assyrians, whilst the Jews were
taken into exile in Babylon. When the Jews returned from exile,
the Samaritans offered to assist in the reconstruction of the
Temple. This infuriated the Jews and led to centuries of distrust
and animosity.

Gospel Focus — Transformation
The woman has obviously come to the well to draw water for
herself. Her encounter with Jesus is a moment of transformation
for her. At first, she fails to comprehend his reference to ‘living
water’ and never being thirsty again. However, in the end ‘the
woman put down her water jar and hurried back to the town.’
Leaving her water jar behind was a sign of the transformation
that had taken place within her. She had indeed drunk of the
living water of Jesus and no longer paid attention to the need
for water that had brought her to the well.
Living the Gospel — Personal encounter

The Samaritan woman’s personal encounter with Jesus compels
her to start spreading the good news about the amazing man
she has met. She meets Jesus face to face and feels compelled
to act on what she has felt. Lent is a time for each of us to again
— or for the first time — seek out a face to face encounter with

Jesus. Through prayer, contemplation on scripture or reflection
on encountering Jesus in the face of others, we build a one to
one relationship with Jesus. When we acknowledge this
relationship, like the Samaritan woman, we are compelled to act
on it.
Questions for Adolescents
Q. How does an understanding of the social and cultural context
of scripture aid interpretation?
Q. Which aspects of this encounter do you find most intriguing
or interesting?
Q. To what was Jesus alluding when he spoke of giving the
woman ‘living water’?
Q. How might the woman and the rest of the town have been
changed by this incident?
Q. What message do you take from this gospel for the Lenten
season?
Questions for Adults
Q. Why is it significant that it was a Samaritan woman Jesus met
at the well?
Q. In what ways does an historical understanding of the
Samaritans assist our understanding of this passage?
Q. What is it about her encounter with Jesus that prompts the
woman to speak about Jesus in the town?
Q. How are we able to come ‘face to face’ with Jesus today as
did the woman at the well?
Learning moments
Prepare a poster campaign for your school, parish or local com-
munity to highlight ways in which it is possible to have a face-to-
face encounter with Jesus during Lent.
Research further the history of the Samaritan people and the
fate of the small number of Samaritans still living in the area
around Mt Gerizim today.

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate

Our Sacred Site
The Jewish people worshipped at the Temple in Jerusalem. The
Samaritans to the north worshipped on Mount Gerizem. But
Jesus says to the woman of Samaria: ‘Believe me, woman, the
hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem . . . true worshippers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth.’
We do this by acknowledging Jesus Christ as our sacred site.
Jesus is where God is to be found. In his earthly ministry this was
around places like the well in Samaria. As Risen Lord, he is to be
found in those in dire need, and in the Heavenly Bread. In both
cases we need to incline the body as an act of worship: in the
case of the needy, by doing something practical; in the case of
the Heavenly Bread, by genuflecting, bowing, before the Blessed
Sacrament.
We could pause for a moment to reorientate ourselves to the
Sacred Site who is the Risen Christ, acknowledging him as
indeed the ‘Saviour of the World’.

g h | _
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%Ig Caritas | PROJECT
R ALSTRALLA COMPASSION

Third Sunday of Lent

Exodus17:3-7 | Ps 95:1-2, 6-7. 8-9. R. v.8 | Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 | John 4:5-42

Every summer seems to get a little longer and a little hotter. We have all become
conscious of issues surrounding water. Either there seems to be too much, as when we
see summer floods or rising sea levels in the Pacific. Other times, there seems to be too
little water as when the rivers in our country run low or members of God's family around
the world experience drought. Caritas Australia, through Project Compassion, has been
responding to the dire needs of water justice in a range of vulnerable countries.

Today’s readings may well cause us to reflect on the current state of God's creation. In the
book of Exodus, we hear that people are complaining to Moses because they are dying of
thirst. In the Gospel, Jesus meets a woman in a Samaritan town. She has come to draw
water from the well in the hottest part of the day. In both cases, access to water is
precarious. Yet God responds not only to a thirst for water but to a deeper thirst as well.
Moses’ people are thirsty for direction, leadership and hope. The woman in John's Gospel
has a thirst for love and acceptance which, Jesus tells her, will come from within if she is
able to accept him and his message of life. As the story unfolds, we learn of her loneliness
and see her reconnecting with her community.

In reflecting on this story in Listening Together, Cardinal Radcliffe reminds us that Jesus'
first words are abrupt. "Give me a drink.’ He considers the times in John's Gospel when
Jesus expresses thirst, including when he is on the cross. Radcliffe concludes that Jesus
is thirsty on our behalf. He longs for our freedom.

Thirst is a great spiritual metaphor, one which Pope Leo XIV has used. But let's not forget
the millions of people for whom physical water is a real challenge. This week, Project
Compassion shares with us the story of Monoranjon, a farmer in Bangladesh whose family
has been deeply impacted by environmental damage, specifically salination of soil and
water. This beautiful story reminds us of the importance of meeting people, as Jesus did,
at their place of greatest need.

Our thirst for freedom and justice enables us to Unite Against Poverty.

/

Prayer of Intercession

For vulnerable communities who thirst for
justice and security, that our support for
Project Compassion will be a sign to them
of the love of God for all people.

J

Phaoto: Mongranjon and his wife, Anita, live in & village in southwest Bangladesh that is highly vulnerable fo climate change.
Credit Caritas Ausirslia.




"Living Word

For Children

SUNDAY 8TH MARCH —THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT — YEAR A

FIRST READING

But the people were thirsty and kept on complaining, “Moses, did you bring us out of Egypt
just to let us and our families and our animals die of thirst?”

Then Moses prayed to the Lorp, “What am | going to do with these people? They are about
to stone me to death!”

The LorDp answered, “Take some of the leaders with you and go ahead of the rest of the peo-
ple. Also take along the walking stick with which you struck the Nile River. When you get to
the rock at Mount Sinai, | will be there with you. Strike the rock with the stick, and water
will pour out for the people to drink.” Moses did this while the leaders watched.

The people had complained and tested the LorD by asking, “Is the LorD really with us?” So
Moses named that place Massah, which means “testing” and Meribah, which means
“complaining.”

GoOsPEL READING

And on his way he came to the town of Sychar. It was near the field that Jacob had Iong ago
given to his son Joseph. The well that Jacob had ;
dug was still there, and Jesus sat down

beside it because he was tired from traveling. It was
noon, and after Jesus' disciples had gone into town [ g RV IS deep: ».
to buy some food, a Samaritan woman came to Eow could e get
draw water from the well. o
Jesus asked her, “Would you please give me a drink [ this ||V|ng Water

of water?” : ‘_VJO,bn4 I ;
“You are a Jew,"” she replied, “and | am a Samaritan [
woman. How can you ask me for a drink of water
when Jews and Samaritans won't have anything to
do with each other?”

Jesus answered, “You don't know what God wants
to give you, and you don't know who is asking you
for a drink. If you did, you would ask me for the
water that gives life.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “you don't even have a buck- === \
et, and the well is deep. Where are you going to get this life-giving water? Our ancestor
Jacob dug this well for us, and his family and animals got water from it. Are you greater than
Jacob?”

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again. But no one who
drinks the water | give will ever be thirsty again. The water | give will become in that person
a flowing fountain that gives eternal life.”

The woman replied, “Sir, please give me a drink of that water! Then | won't get thirsty and
have to come to this well again.”

DISCUSSION STARTERS:

Can you think of some ways that we use water?

What would it be like if you had little or no water?

Jesus says that he will give us water that gives life. When are we filled with this life? (when we gather
to pray, are kind to others etc)

Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman who many people did not like. Are there times when we don't
want to talk to someone because we do not like them?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+17%3A3-7&version=CEV#fen-CEV-1821a

hildren’s Worksheet
( offer You («'fe-awena water

N

i

2rd Sunday of Lent, Year A

Imagine that you have just met
Jesus at the well. Write down
what you think Jesus will
ask of you, or perhaps
chare with him
something that you
are really in need
of in your life

right now.

Unscramble
the letters in

the bucket to
reveal who the
Samaritan woman
discovered Jesus
to really be.




Diocesan News

—_—

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL SCREENING!
_GUADALUPE_

MOTHER OF HUMANITY

BISHOP BEDE HEATHER CENTRE, BLACKTOWN
LEARN HOW TO MAKE ROSARIES TO BE
DONATED TO THOSE IN NEED

MARCH 10TH, 2026

In 1531, on a quiet hill near Mexico City, a heavenly AT 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

apparition changed the course of history. Based on 5.00
true events, ‘Guadalupe: Mother of Humanity’ / PERSON
examines the miraculous image that defies time,

science, and logic; as well as the extraordinary REGISTER NOW K "
events that have followed.

Because some miracles refuse to fade! OFW@PARRACATHOLIC.ORG
0460 037 795

ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL - CLOISTER HALL
1 MARIST PLACE, PARRAMATTA, NSW

FRIDAY MARCH 20 - 7 PM L i +++
ALL TICKETS $10 e 0.

Seniors Rights

Seniors Rights
Information Session

Information Session

Later Life Planning &

Later Life Planning &
Documents for the Future

Documents for the Future

Free commmunity information session

Free community information session
for seniors and their families

for seniors and their families

181 Mamre Rd, Orchard Hills NSW 2784 11 Emert Parade, Emerton NSW 2770

Enquiries: (02) 8843 2500 Enquiries: (02) 8843 2500

catholic c« @ Seniors Rights Service catholic @ Seniors Rights Service




4 March - 28 May
Exhibition | Give to Gain

11 March | 10:30am

International Women's Day | Morning Tea

Join us for morning tea as we celebrate International
Women's Day and check out our new temporary

exhibition.

Reqgister by Monday g March. by calling (02) 9138 0835 or
email heritagecentre@rscoffice.com

Sisters HERITAGE
of Charity CENTRE

@a@rscheritagecentreau |2 heritagecentre@rscoffice com
socheritagecentre.org.au | (02) 9138 0835 | 1 Rockwall Crescent, Potts Point




Parish Notices “ Parish Giving

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NET Planned Giving/Parish Donations
Are you a parishioner who owns or operates a business? Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish and
Promote your services while supporting our parish by also contributes towards outreach in our parish community and be-
ond.
advertising in our weekly newsletter, The Net. ¢

o o ) ) If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details
Our annual advertising cycle begins in the first week of April,

are:
making now the perfect time to come on board. With BSB: 067 950
approximately 500 readers each week and limited advertising || Acct No: 100000698
spaces available, this is a wonderful opportunity to connect Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish
with fellow parishioners and local families. Please ensure you put your details in the reference section (ENVELOPE

For more information or to secure your place,
please contact the Parish Office on 4730 1249 or
email cranebrook@parracatholic.org.au.
Support your parish while growing your business!

N# OR SURNAME)
Please contact the Parish Office (02 4730 1249) if you
O are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the envelope
system and would like to change to credit card or direct debit;
¢ would like to join the Planned Giving Program.

With many thanks to all these local businesses who support our
parish throughout the year.

Please consider supporting them when in need of these

services...
Michael Xiberras Services Provided: Vic Xiberras
Installation & Service of: Alarm Technician
0412 914 332 % Alarm Systems Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753
. R Masters Licence: 409 810 455
plumbing services \ * ccTv
* Video Intercom
plumbing, drainage, gas fitting,
backflow prevention, roof plumbing CRANEBROOK Vic Xiberras: 0418 234 293
S E C U RITY Dlgnne Xiberras: 0400 774 213
michael@smickplumbing.com.au Lic No: 246475C info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au
@ P g feie INSTALLATIONS www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.

Bateman Complete Conveyancing and Property Law ,«i,'.;,;:;-, N EPEAN VALLE)
Battersby Legal Business and Commercial Law N/ SO g .
f FRA

We invite members of the parish to Family Law
take advantage of our legal services.

Traditional Care with Dignity & Respect
Wills & Deceased Estates

Disputes and Litigation Tel: 4722 8222 24hrs / 7 days
Criminal Law Local family owned and operated.

02 47315899
bbcl.com.au + ’
enquiries@bbcl.com.au Employment Law

Shop 4/ 2-6 Castlereagh Street, Penrith

Have a Chat NSW EMPOWERING ABILITY JOURNEY

Registered NDIS Provider & Home Care Provider
C O u n S e I I I n S e r V I C We specialise in high-intensity nursing support and homecare services for
people aged 40 and above, living with physical, psychosocial, and mental
health challenges.

147)

1300 045 841 / 0421289 094 &,
info@empoweringabilityjourney.com.au
natn . m.au www.empoweringabilityjourney.com.au
VA hatnsw.com.au ®
O CI' ZIZG Jordan Springs NSW 2747
F: Haveachat NSW ' ' bl
Counsellor

0417 459 705 Chatnsw@outlook.com y . NE @ Mo
THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
% FOR ADVERTISING.
FOR MORE DETAILS
A — . il PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
PSRN .. Corr) QR /-0 CF- anmore | ON 4730 1249.

Flnanaal Advisor

RETIREM ENT ADVICE
!‘ CLARITY

Ph: 1300187 358



mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

