
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
 

Visit our website: www.corpuschristi.org.au 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm  
Sunday 7.30am & 9.30am 

 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm 
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday evening from 5.00pm - 
5.45pm in the Meeting Room 

 

Rosary 
Fridays after morning Mass 

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH 
 

Address:  86-92 Andromeda Drive 
   Cranebrook, NSW, 2749 
Postal:      PO Box 21  
   Cranebrook , NSW,  2749 
Phone:     4730 1249 
Email: 
cranebrook@parracatholic.org              
Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ 
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook 
 

Office Hours:   9:00 am - 4:30pm  
           (Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri) 
 

PARISH TEAM:   
 

Parish Priest-Fr Abraham 
Kunnatholy CMI  
      -Abraham.Kunnatholy@parracatholic.org 

     - 0492894167 (emergencies only) 
     - Presbytery:  4729 1675  
 

Mrs Sue Weekes — Secretarial 
Support  
 

Mrs Vanessa Sultana – Office 
Support  
 

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH: 
Corpus Christi Primary –   
ph  4726 2200 (Principal  -   Mrs Sarah 

O’Rourke) 
 

Xavier College – ph 4777 0900             
(Principal  -  Mr Michael Pate) 

First Reading 
Isaiah 49:3. 5-6 
The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, 
Israel, 
in whom I shall be glorified’; 
I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 
my God was my strength. 
And now the Lord has spoken, 
he who formed me in the womb to be his 
servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
to gather Israel to him: 
‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, 
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring 
back the survivors of Israel; 
I will make you the light of the nations 
so that my salvation may reach to the 
ends of the earth.’ 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. vv.8. 9. 
(R.) Here I am, Lord; 
I come to do your will. 
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord  
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. (R.) 
2. You do not ask for sacrifice and  
offerings, but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. (R.) 
3. In the scroll of the book it stands  
written that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. (R.) 
4. Your justice I have proclaimed  
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. 
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
I, Paul, appointed by God to be an  
apostle, together with brother Sosthenes, 
send greetings to the church of God in 
Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus 
Christ, who are called to take their place 
among all the saints everywhere who pray 
to our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their 
Lord no less than ours. May God our  
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you 
grace and peace. 
Gospel Acclamation 
John 1:14. 12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt 
among us. 
He enabled those who accepted him 
to become the children of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

Gospel 
John 1:29-34 
Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John 
said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that 
takes away the sin of the world. This is the 

one I spoke of when I said: A 
man is coming after me who 
ranks before me because he 
existed before me. I did not 
know him myself, and yet it 
was to reveal him to Israel 
that I came baptising with 
water.’ John also declared, ‘I 
saw the Spirit coming down 
on him from heaven like a 
dove and resting on him. I 
did not know him myself, 
but he who sent me to  

baptise with water had said to me, “The 
man on whom you see the Spirit come 
down and rest is the one who is going to 
baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have 
seen and I am the witness that he is the 
Chosen One of God.’ 
 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 
Ours is an historical religion. It not only 
unfolds within the joys and disappoint-
ments of time and place, but it is rooted 
in actual events that took place in the 
lives of real people. The Christ to whom 
we commit ourselves is not a mythic 
character, a figment of communal  
religious imagination. He is someone who 
was born into history, at a specific period 
of time, in a particular place. He was 
known by real people like John the  
Baptist; he submitted himself to historical 
rituals like baptism. He had followers who 
testified to the truth of both his existence 
and his life. Jesus was a man of history. 
Like Paul, we too have been called to be 
apostles. We received this call when we 
were baptised. The beginning of the year, 
with its custom of making new  
resolutions, is a wonderful time to  
remember to what we have committed 
ourselves. At times it seems that our own 
apostleship is no less daunting than was 
Paul’s. However, it is no less immediate 
either. Whether the period of history is the 
first half of the first century, as was the 
time of Jesus, or the second half, as was 
the time of Paul, or the twenty-first  
century, as is our time, salvation unfolds 
within the events of time. Furthermore, 
the followers of Jesus always return to the 
events of his life in order to discover the 
meaning of the events in their lives. These 
past events are reinterpreted in the  
ongoing present. Discipleship is never 
otherworldly.  

 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 17TH AND 18TH JANUARY 2026 
 
 

We, the people of Corpus Christi, seek to grow in living Christ-centred mission, sharing our gifts to foster welcome, 
justice and community in today’s world.  

A very warm welcome to anyone who is new to the parish.   



Feast Days this week 
 
 

January 21st: St. Agnes 
January 22nd: St. Vincent 
January 24th: St. Francis de Sales 

Let us Offer Gifts of Prayer 
Recently Deceased: 
Joseph Buttigieg (14/12/25) 
 

Anniversaries: 
1st anniversary of Kuriakose 
 
 

For those who are sick: 
Darren Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, 
Marlene Rodger, Fr. Jerome Antogop.  
 

Parish  News 

From Parish Priest’s Desk 
 

The world today is not so much waiting to hear more words about Jesus as it 
is longing to see Him and experience Him. In this Sunday’s message, we are  
reminded that our faith is meant to be visible. Each baptized Christian is 
called to be a living sign, a witness through whom others can encounter 
Christ. In  
other words every Christian is called to become one who can help others to 
experience Jesus of the gospels.  
We show Jesus to the world not only through extraordinary actions, but  
especially through ordinary acts done with love: kindness that heals,  
forgiveness that restores, patience that understands, and compassion that  
reflects God’s mercy. When we live with integrity, serve without seeking  
recognition, and choose love over indifference, Christ becomes present 
through us. That is what Jesus has shown to the world in and through His 
short span of life in this world. 
Saint Teresa of Ávila reminds us: “Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 
Our actions, our words, our attitudes, and our daily choices can either reveal 
Jesus or conceal Him. The Gospel challenges us to ask ourselves honestly: if 
someone were to look at my life today, would they recognize the face of 
Christ looking at me?  
As we step into the coming week, let us remember that we are Christ’s  
ambassadors in our families, workplaces, and communities. Let our efforts 
start where we are. So our families and workplaces become the primary area 
of our mission of presenting Jesus before others. Let our lives speak more 
loudly than our words, and may we be people who gently and faithfully show 
Jesus to the world through the way we live. May God bless you all.  

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CMI 

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention 
for January 

For prayer with the Word of 
God 

Let us pray that praying with the 
Word of God be nourishment for our 

lives and a source of hope in our 
communities, helping us to build a more frater-

nal and missionary Church 

Volunteers Needed – Sewing Confirmation 
Stoles 

The parish is seeking volunteers to sew simple 
stoles for our Confirmation celebrations. These 

stoles will become part of our sacramental  
resources and will be used at Confirmation 

Masses each year. 

We will need around 100 stoles, and all  
materials will be provided by the parish. 

If you are able to help with this important  
ministry, please contact the parish office. 

Fr Abraham’s Leave 
 

Fr Abraham will be taking annual leave from Sunday 25th of 
January until Monday, 9th of February. During this time, 

weekend Masses will be celebrated by visiting priests, and 
weekday Masses will be replaced with Communion Services.  

Break Open the Word Books 
 

A selection of Break Open the Word books from previous 
years is available free of charge. Please feel free 

to take a copy from the foyer.  

Prayer in Times of Natural Disaster 
 

Loving and merciful Father, 
we pray for all people across Australia  
affected by recent bushfires and floods. Be 
close to those who have suffered loss, fear, 
and uncertainty. 
Protect and strengthen our firefighters,  
emergency service workers, and volunteers as they 
care for others. Grant them safety and courage in 
their work. 
Comfort all who have lost homes, livelihoods, or 
loved ones. May they know Your peace and the  
support of the Church and the wider community. 
Move our hearts to respond with generosity through 
prayer, compassion, and practical help. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen RCIA Reminder 

A reminder to all RCIA candidates that the next RCIA session 
will be held on Wednesday 21st  January at 6.30pm in the  

Parish Meeting Room. 
Compassio – Lenten Program 2026 

 

Catholic Diocese of Wollongong’s Compassio Lenten Program 
2026 is now available! Orders are being dispatched in time for 

Ash Wednesday, 18 February. Compassio offers daily  
reflections, Sunday Gospel commentary, prayers, and group 

discussion questions to help deepen your Lenten journey. 
 

Featuring spiritual guidance, art reflections, and insights from 
clergy, religious, and lay contributors, it is suitable for both 

individual and group prayer. Bulk orders are available from $5 
per copy, GST-free for Australian Catholic groups. 

To place your order, contact the DOW Shop by 
email at orders@dow.org.au, or phone on (02) 

4222 2411.  
 Begin your Lenten journey with Compassio and 

enter into the compassionate heart of Jesus. 



Planned Giving/Parish Donations 
Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish and also  

contributes towards outreach in our parish community and beyond. 

If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details are:  

BSB:   067 950  
Acct No:  100000698 
Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish  
 

Please ensure you put your details in the reference section (ENVELOPE N# OR 
SURNAME) 

Please contact the Parish Office (02 4730 1249) if you  
 are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the envelope system 

and would like to change to credit card or direct debit;  

 would like to join the Planned Giving Program. 

Our Parish Collections – Thank You for Your Generosity 
We are deeply grateful for the generosity and faithfulness of our  
parish community. Through your weekly offerings, you help support both 
the mission of the wider Church and the life of our local parish. 

The First Collection assists in the care of our priests and the work of the 
Diocese. These funds help provide for priests’ living needs and  
support seminarians, retired clergy, and diocesan ministries that serve 
parishes across our Diocese. 

The Second Collection supports the day-to-day mission of our own par-
ish. These offerings remain here and help meet essential costs such as 
maintaining our church buildings, utilities, staff wages, pastoral  
programs, and outreach to those in need. 

Your contributions allow our parish to continue  
worshipping, serving, and growing together in faith. Thank 
you for your ongoing support, prayer, and generosity. 

Parish Giving  

Corpus Christi Sacrament 
Dates 2026 

First Reconciliation (Penance) 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Thursday 19th of February at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from February 25th until 

March 12th. (Three sessions per child) 
Sacrament Date: 

Thursday 26th March 

Confirmation 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Wednesday 22nd of April at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from April 29th until June 

11th. (Seven sessions per child) 
Sacrament Dates: 

Saturday June 27th at 10am 
Sunday June 28th at 9.30am 

First Eucharist 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Wednesday August 12th at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from August 19th until  

September 10th (Four sessions per child) 
Sacrament Dates: 

Saturday September 12th at 10am 
Saturday September 12th at 6pm 

Saturday September 19th at 10am 
Sunday September 20th at 9.30am 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
Baptisms take place on the first and third  

Sunday of each month at 11am. 
Parents wishing to have their child baptised are 

asked to contact the Parish Office to book the date 
of baptism and to register for the Rite of 

Welcome and  Information Meeting. 
(These take place on the fourth Sunday of 
the month prior to your child’s baptism.) 

Bookings for weddings and funerals are taken on 
request. Please contact the Parish Office 

Important Notice – Sacrament of 
Penance (2026) 

 

Please note that the Parent Information and 
Registration Session for the Sacrament of  

Penance in 2026 has been rescheduled. 
The session, previously advertised for  

Wednesday 18th February, will now take place 
on Thursday 19th February at 7.00pm. 

This change is due to Ash Wednesday falling on 
Wednesday 18 February. A Mass will be  

celebrated in the church at 7.00pm on that day, 
replacing the usual 6.00pm evening Mass. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Invitation to Serve in Liturgical Ministries 
 

Our parish offers many ways for parishioners to live out their baptismal call 
by serving at Mass  

 

Twice a year, the Diocese’s Office for Worship runs  
Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses for anyone who wants to grow in 

their faith and learn more about serving in the liturgy. Training is available 
for: 

 

 Minister of the Word – proclaim God’s Word at Mass with under-
standing and confidence 

 Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion – help share the Eucha-
rist with the community 

 Minister of Communion to the Sick and Dying – bring Communion 
and pastoral care to those unable to attend Mass 

 Minister of the Altar (Acolytes) – assist the priest during Mass and 
help everything run smoothly 

 

We are especially looking for a few more Acolytes! If you feel called to 
help in this way, we’d love for you to join this  

ministry at Corpus Christi. Training and support are provided. 
 

The Course schedule for 2026 includes 
 Compulsory Introductory Session (one session)  
 Monday 16 February (Blacktown) 
 Thursday 19 February (Penrith) 
 Ministers of the Word (two sessions)  
 Monday 23 February and 2 March (Blacktown) 
 Thursday 26 February and 5 March (Penrith) 
 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion (two sessions)  
 Monday 9 March and 16 March (Blacktown) 
 Thursday12 March and 19 March (Penrith) 
 Communion to the Sick and Dying (one session)  
 Monday 23 March (Blacktown) 
 Thursday 26 March (Penrith) 
 Ministers at the Altar (one session)  
 Monday 20 April (Blacktown) 
 Thursday 23 April (Penrith) 

 

For more information or to register visit: https://parracatholic.org/
contribute/volunteer/liturgical-ministry/, or contact the Parish Office. 



Gospel Reflection 
Strangely, despite being in Ordinary Time again, the lectionary 
temporarily departs from the gospel of Matthew and today’s 
reading is from the gospel of John. Given that last week’s  
reading was the Matthean account of the baptism of Christ we 
must assume that there is a deliberate purpose in the choice of 
reading for today. Indeed, the three readings for today give a 
very specific slant to the baptism and mission of Jesus. The  
readings from Isaiah and Paul’s letter to the Corinthians  
emphasise that God’s salvation is for all the world, not just the 
people of Israel. We find this also in the gospel when John the 
Baptist declares, ‘there is the lamb of God that takes away the 
sin of the world’. It is the sin ‘of the world’ that Jesus takes 
away; that is, all humankind. This was a tough concept for the 
Jews whose relationship with God was grounded in the concept 
of being the ‘chosen people’; a people set apart. It continues to 
be a difficult concept for many Christian people today who 
struggle with the notion that God’s love and mercy are so  
extravagant that they are poured out for absolutely anyone and 
everyone. Some Christians like to maintain an ‘us and them’ 
approach to their faith and think that if you’re not one of ‘us’ 
then salvation will be denied by God.  

The role of John the Baptist in this passage is to be a witness; to 
point to Jesus and say ‘He is the one!’ Lots of us need the  
affirmation and direction provided by another person before we 
are ready to commit to a new direction in our lives. John gives 
the crowd confidence and effectively hands over to Jesus the 
authority that the crowd had perceived in him. 

Living the Gospel – Pointing the way 
John the Baptist fills the role of ‘pointing the way’ to Jesus. In 
our own lives we also have the ability to ‘point the way’ towards 
Jesus. It doesn’t need to be as blatant as John’s ‘Look, there he 
is!’ However, the way we choose to live our life can point the 
way just as powerfully as John did. More often than not, our 
actions speak much more powerfully than any words we might 
utter. Consistently treating others with respect, maintaining 
prayer as a central part of life and working for justice in the 
world will make an impression on others and point the way to 
Jesus. 

Scriptural context – Baptism of Jesus 
Each of the three synoptic gospels (Mark, Luke and Matthew) 
presents an account of the baptism of Jesus. All three versions 
record the Spirit descending in the form of a dove. In the fourth 
gospel, it is interesting that the gospel writer does not actually 
give an account of the baptism as by the time of this gospel’s 
writing the story is well entrenched in the Christian culture.  
Instead of a baptism account, John the Baptist appears to recall 
the event. Rather than needing to describe the event, this  
gospel writer treats it as a given and simply refers to it. 

Gospel Focus – Ranking  
There is an odd line in today’s passage. John reminds the crowd 
that he had said ‘A man is coming after me who ranks before me 
because he existed before me.’ In Jewish tradition, the prophets 
and patriarchs who came earlier in their history ranked higher 
than those who came later. They believed that the history of 
salvation was at its pinnacle with God’s self-revelation to  
Abraham. Successive episodes and characters were regarded as 
lesser. But John affirms that Jesus ranks before himself because 
Jesus existed before John. He is saying that Jesus is more than 
simply the latest in a long line of prophets. 

 

Questions for Adolescents 
Q. What image is generated by the description of Jesus as the 
‘lamb of God’? 

Q. What emotions might John have felt in the situation  
described in this passage? 

Q. How might the crowd have initially reacted to John’s  
declarations about Jesus? 

Q. Who has been a John the Baptist in your life and ‘pointed the 
way’ for you in your faith? 

Q. How can your actions ‘point the way’ for others? 

Questions for Adults 
Q. Why was it necessary for John to draw the crowd’s attention 
to Jesus? 

Q. What is meant by John’s repeated declaration, ‘I did not 
know him myself’? 

Q. Why was it important to emphasise the message of salvation 
for all the world? 

Q. Where do you see an ‘us and them’ attitude in the world (or 
your own community) today? 

Learning moments 
Read the four gospel accounts of the baptism of Jesus (Mk 1:9-
11; Lk 3:21-22; Mt 3:13-17; and Jn 1:29-34). What similarities 
and differences exist? What changes occur in the account from 
the earliest (Mark) to the latest (John)? 

Develop a list of people who have ‘pointed the way’ for you in 
some aspect of your life. What qualities or characteristics do you 
notice about these people? Where/when do you see these  
qualities and characteristics in yourself? Prepare another list of 
the opportunities that exist for you to ‘point the way’ for  
someone else.  
 

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 

The Perfume of Holiness 
What does it mean to be ‘holy’? It does not mean 100% morally 
correct, or separate from the great mass of people: ‘Holier than 
thou’! It means being so close to God that God’s holiness rubs 
off. We are adopted members of the Holy Family, and  
something rubs off. 

Each one of us has heard at our baptism ‘You are my beloved 
son/daughter’. We have been adopted into God’s family and 
that brings us into close proximity to God.  

So, if St Paul were writing to us today, as he did to the  
Corinthians, this is how it would run:  ‘ … to the church of God 
that is in [your town], made up of those who have been  
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called holy.’ 

But, we are not alone. In a multitude of places there are people 
who have also been baptised and therefore share a certain  
family resemblance. How is the ‘togetherness’ held together? By 
being in communion with the Bishop of Rome, the official role of 
the Pope. 

We might pause for a moment to thank God that we are 
amongst the baptised who can receive St Paul’s greeting: ‘Grace 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time—17th and 18th of January 2026 



For Children 
 Sunday 18th of January —Second Sunday in Ordinary Time —  Year A  

 

First Reading 
The Lord said to me, 
    Israel, you are my servant; 
and because of you 
    I will be highly honored  
Even before I was born, 
    the Lord God chose me 
to serve him and to lead back 
    the people of Israel. 
So the Lord has honored me 
    and made me strong. 
Now the Lord says to me, 
“It isn't enough for you 
    to be merely my servant. 
You must do more than lead back 
survivors from the tribes 
    of Israel. 
I have placed you here as a light 
    for other nations; 
you must take my saving power 
    to everyone on earth 
 

Gospel Reading 
 The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said: 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! He is the one I told you about 
when I said, Someone else will come, who is greater than I am, because he was alive before I 
was born. I didn't know who he was. But I came to baptize you with water, so that everyone 
in Israel would see him. 

I was there and saw the Spirit come down on him like a dove from heaven. And the Spirit 
stayed on him. Before this I didn't know who he was. But the one who sent me to baptize 
with water had told me, You will see the Spirit come down and stay on someone. Then you 
will know that he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit. I saw this happen, and I tell 
you that he is the Son of God. 

 

Discussion Starters: 

Who are the people who you would choose to be your friends? 

What do you do when someone chooses you as their friend? 

Jesus was chosen to be someone special and he has chosen us to be special as well.  

What should we do to show that we have been chosen by Jesus? 

What things does Jesus like us to do? 



Children’s Worksheet 



 
Diocesan News 



Safeguarding Training 
 

As part of the Diocese of Parramatta’s commitment to  
ensuring all children and adults at risk are safe,  
respected, protected and supported in our care, all staff 
and volunteers in our parishes, chaplaincies, agencies, min-
istries and councils are required to complete Mandatory 
Safeguarding.  
For online  training opportunities please visit: 
https:learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 
For more information, please 
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
 
 

With many thanks to all these local businesses who support our 
parish throughout the year.   

Please consider supporting them when in need of these  
services... 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 
 

                                                                                              Michael Xiberras      

       0412 914 332 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
plumbing, drainage, gas fitting, 

backflow prevention, roof plumbing  

 
 

 

 michael@smickplumbing.com.au                Lic No: 246475C 

 

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal services spe-
cialising in: 

 

Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law 
 

Ph: 02 47315899 
www.batemanbattersby.com.au  

enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au   

 

Vic Xiberras:  0418  234  293  
Dianne Xiberras:  0400  774  213  

info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au 
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.   

Services Provided: 
Installation & Service of: 

 Alarm Systems 

 CCTV 

 Video Intercom 
 

Vic Xiberras 
Alarm Technician 

Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753 
Masters Licence:   409 810 455 

Chatnsw.com.au  

F: Haveachat NSW

 Chatnsw@outlook.com 

Have a Chat NSW 
Counselling service 

Robert Azize 
Counsellor 
0417 459 705 

Dates for your diary... 
 

Parish Morning Tea 
Our parish hosts a morning tea after our 9.30am Mass on the 
second Sunday of every month. Our next parish morning tea 

will take place on  
 

Sunday  8th of February 
 
 

‘Young in Spirit’ Seniors Group 
 

Our seniors group meets on the last Friday  morning of each 
month after 9.10am Mass in the Parish Office.  Our next  

senior’s morning tea will take place on  
 

Friday 30th of January 

Parish Notices 

http://www.batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

