
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
 

Visit our website: www.corpuschristi.org.au 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm  
Sunday 7.30am & 9.30am 

 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm 
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday evening from 5.00pm - 
5.45pm in the Meeting Room 

 

Rosary 
Fridays after morning Mass 

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH 
 

Address:  86-92 Andromeda Drive 
   Cranebrook, NSW, 2749 
Postal:      PO Box 21  
   Cranebrook , NSW,  2749 
Phone:     4730 1249 
Email: 
cranebrook@parracatholic.org              
Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ 
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook 
 

Office Hours:   9:00 am - 3:30pm  
           (Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri) 
 

PARISH TEAM:   
 

Parish Priest-Fr Abraham 
Kunnatholy CMI  
      -Abraham.Kunnatholy@parracatholic.org 

     - 0492894167 (emergencies only) 
     - Presbytery:  4729 1675  
 

Mrs Sue Weekes — Secretarial 
Support  
 

Mrs Vanessa Sultana – Office 
Support  
 

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH: 
Corpus Christi Primary –   
ph  4726 2200 (Principal  -   Mrs Sarah 

O’Rourke) 
 

Xavier College – ph 4777 0900             
(Principal  -  Mr Michael Pate) 

First Reading 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 
a scion thrusts from his roots: 
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and insight, 
a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, 
he gives no verdict on hearsay, 
but judges the wretched with integrity, 
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of 
the land. 
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 
his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, 
faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together 
with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, 
their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. 
The infant plays over the cobra's hole; 
into the viper's lair 
the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters swell the sea. 
That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7 
(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and  
fullness of peace for ever. 
1. O God, give your judgement to the king, to 
a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 
2. In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. 
(R.) 
3. For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 
4. May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 
Second Reading 
Romans 15:4-9 
Everything that was written long ago in the 
scriptures was meant to teach us something 
about hope from the examples scripture 

gives of how people who did not give up were 
helped by God. And may he who helps us 
when we refuse to give up, help you all to be 
tolerant with each other, following the exam-
ple of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind 
and voice you may give glory to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to 
treat each other in the same friendly way as 
Christ treated you. The reason Christ be-
came the servant of circumcised Jews was 
not only so that God could faithfully carry out 
the promises made to the patriarchs, it was 
also to get the pagans to give glory to God for 
his mercy, as scripture says in one place: For 
this I shall praise you among the pagans and 
sing your name. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Luke 3:4. 6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel 
Matthew 3:1-12 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he 
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and 
this was his message: ‘Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the 
man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he 
said: 
A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
This man John wore a garment made of cam-
el-hair with a leather belt round his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole 
Jordan district made their way to him, and as 
they were baptised by him in the river Jordan 
they confessed their sins. But when he saw a 
number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, 
who warned you to fly from the retribution 
that is coming? But if you are repentant, pro-
duce the appropriate fruit, and do not pre-
sume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham 
for our father,” because, I tell you, God can 
raise children for Abraham from these 
stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots 
of the trees, so that any tree which fails to 
produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for 
repentance, but the one who follows me is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 
carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff 
he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A - 6TH AND 7TH DECEMBER 2025 
 
 

We, the people of Corpus Christi, seek to grow in living Christ-centred mission, sharing our gifts to 
foster welcome, justice and community in today’s world.  
A very warm welcome to anyone who is new to the parish.   



Feast Days this week 
 

December 8th: The Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
December 8th: Blessed Juan Diego 
December 11: St. Damasus 

Let us Offer Gifts of Prayer 
Recently Deceased: 
Tania Du Casse - 26/11/25 (54 Years) 
 

Anniversaries: 
Bernardo R. Chanyungco.  
 

For those who are sick: 
Darren Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, 
Marlene Rodger, Fr. Jerome Antogop.  
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

The second candle on the Advent wreath represents Peace 
and is also purple.   
Often called the “Bethlehem Candle,” this candle reminds us 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
before Mary gave birth to Jesus.   
It also builds on the meaning of the Prophecy Candle,  
recalling that after the division, destruction and dispersion of 
the kingdom in the Old Testament, there might finally be 
peace on earth. 

Parish  News 

From Parish Priest’s Desk 
 

Advent invites us to hear again the powerful cry of John the Baptist: “Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” These words are beautiful, but they are 
also deeply challenging. Straight paths do not happen by accident—they require 
effort, honesty, and, often, pain. 
Every straightening process in life is painful. Straightening a bent piece of wood 
requires pressure. Straightening a bent leg or hand gives excruciating pain,  
straightening a crooked road demands digging, levelling, and reshaping. And 
straightening the heart—our inner road—requires courage. The Lord does not shy 
away from asking this of us. He knows that only a heart made straight can welcome 
Him fully. We the humans many a time looks whether it is convenient to ask for that 
much, but the lord demands.  
So, what are the crooked places in our lives that need attention? 
- Crooked priorities where lesser things take the place of God. 
- Bent relationships marked by hurt, silence, or pride. 
- Twisted habits /. Sinful ways that lead us away from peace, holiness, and integrity. 
- Uneven commitments where faith is practiced only when convenient and winding 
fears that keep us from trusting God fully. 
To straighten these areas is not easy. It may involve apology, forgiveness, discipline, 
letting go, or starting again. But the Lord gently assures us: “Do not be afraid of the 
effort—My grace will carry you.” Be ready for the first step.  
This Advent, He comes close… but only you can prepare the path. 
Are you ready for the necessary straightening? Are you willing to let the Lord  
reshape what has grown crooked? Let this Christmas be the birth of Jesus in our 
lives, in our homes and in places where we intend to go.  
May our hearts become smooth, open roads on which Christ may walk freely. Let us 
move away from anything that are seemingly good but attach ourselves to  
intrinsic good, Jesus.  

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CMI  

Sacraments at Corpus Christi 
 
 

Baptisms take place on the first and third Sunday of each 
month at 11am. 

Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to  
contact the Parish Office to book the date of baptism and to 
register for the Rite of Welcome and  Information Meeting. 

(These take place on the fourth Sunday of the month prior to 
your child’s baptism.) 

 

Bookings for weddings and funerals are taken on request. 
Please contact the Parish Office 

 

Dates for sacraments of Reconciliation, First Eucharist and  
Confirmation 2026 will be published later in the year.  

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention 
for December 

 

God of peace, 
who through the blood of Your 
Son has reconciled the world to 
Yourself, today we pray for  
Christians 
living amidst wars and violence. 
Even surrounded by pain, may 
they 
never cease to feel the gentle kindness of 
your presence 
and the prayers of their brothers and sisters 
in faith. 
For only through You, and strengthened by 
fraternal bonds, 
can they become the seeds of reconciliation, 
builders of hope in ways both small and 
great, capable of forgiving and moving  
forward,of bridging divides, 
and of seeking justice with mercy. 
Lord Jesus, who called blessed 
those who work for peace, 
make us Your instruments of peace 
even where harmony seems impossible. 
Holy Spirit, 
source of hope in the darkest times, 
sustain the faith of those who suffer and 
strengthen their hope. 
Do not let us fall into indifference, 
and make us builders of unity, like Jesus. 
Amen. 

Shalom World Australia 
 

Next weekend we  
welcome visitors from 
Shalom World Australia 
at each of our weekend 
Masses. They will be 
introducing to us their 
24-hour  
Commercial-free,  
Catholic, Family 
Entertainment channel. 
More information can 
be found at: 
www.shalomworld.org 

Mass will be celebrated for  
The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
On Monday 8th of December at 9.10am 



Share Your Gifts This Christmas Season 
 

Liturgical Volunteers for our Christmas 
Masses… 
All our Liturgical Ministers are warmly invited to  
participate in our Christmas Masses. If you would like 
to take part, please add your name to the sign on 
sheets which are in the foyer. 
 

Children’s Nativity Play…  
All children are encouraged and invited to participate 
in the Nativity Play at the 6pm Mass on Christmas 
Eve.   
(A Rehearsal will take place on Saturday December 

20th from 9am to 11am ) 
If you would like your child to take part, please write 
your details on the sheet in the foyer. 
 

Christmas Eve Children’s Choir  
Although we are awaiting confirmation from our  
volunteer musicians, we are likely to have a  
children’s choir at our 6pm Christmas Eve Mass. If 
you would like your child to be part of this, please 
place their name on the sign on sheet in the foyer. 
We hope to have confirmation and a rehearsal date 
by next weekend. 

Dates for your diary... 
 

Parish Morning Tea 
 

Our parish hosts a morning tea after our 9.30am Mass 
on the second Sunday of every month. Our next parish 

morning tea will take place on  
 

Sunday  14th of December  
(Christmas Themed!) 

 

Everyone is welcome. We warmly  
encourage you to invite your friends and 

family to join us both for Mass and  
Christmas themed morning tea 

——————————— 

‘Young in Spirit’ Seniors Group 
 

Our seniors group meets on the last Friday  morning 
of each month after 9.10am Mass in the Parish Office.  

Our next senior’s morning tea will take place on  
 

Friday 30th of January 2026 
 

Please bring a small plate of food to share for  
morning tea. New members are always welcome. 

(Our seniors morning tea for the month of  
December will not take place.) 

Diocesan News 

As we PrePAre for ChristmAs… 
 

 

Reconciliation 
A Second Rite of Reconciliation with visiting priests will take place this 

Tuesday 9th of December at 7pm 
 

Christmas Mass times 
 

Our Christmas Mass times for 2025 include: 
 

Wednesday 24th December 6pm (Children’s Mass) 
Wednesday 24th December 8.30pm 

Thursday 25th December 12am (Midnight Mass)  
Thursday 25th of December  9.10am (Christmas  

morning Mass) 
 

No Mass will be celebrated on Boxing Day, December 26th. 
 

Christmas Morning Tea 
Our final parish monthly morning tea for 2025 will be  

Christmas themed. We warmly invite each and everyone to come along, bring 
a plate of your family favourite Christmas food and enjoy the  

companionship of our parish family. The morning tea will take place after the 
9.30am Mass on December 14th. 

 
 



Gospel Reflection 
When John the Baptist performed baptism it was for the  
forgiveness of sin. The baptism he gave was a mark of the desire 
to enter into a new life of right action. It was not a baptism of 
initiation into community that is the case today. John had two 
key words that he is recorded as preaching: repent and prepare. 
His call for repentance was a call to turn away from sin; a call to 
have a change of heart; a call to turn one’s life around and make 
a fresh start. His call for preparation is in the long line of  
prophets that includes the great prophet Isaiah from whom we 
take today’s first reading. All of the prophets urged the people 
towards hope in the future. Isaiah and others spoke specifically 
of a person – a Messiah – who would bring that hope to reality. 
But the tradition demanded a readiness for the Messiah and 
that was the call to preparation that John the Baptist echoed at 
the beginning of the public life of Jesus. 

John’s taunting of the Pharisees and Sadducees is an indication 
of this need for preparation and readiness. He accuses them of 
being too confident of their own rightness. He demands proof 
from them of their honest repentance: ‘but if you are repentant, 
produce the appropriate fruit’. Rather, he suspects that they 
think that salvation is assured for them by virtue of being a Jew; 
a son of Abraham. He warns them that an axe hangs poised to 
cut down any part of the Jewish tradition that is failing to pro-
duce good fruit. This is a theme that is picked up later by Jesus 
himself; you can’t be complacent about your own position, you 
have to welcome the new truth revealed by Jesus and give  
yourself wholeheartedly to God. 

Living the Gospel – Prepare Ye! 
John the Baptist’s call to ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’ is a  
summary of the purpose of the season of Advent. Every year, as 
we celebrate the Nativity, we celebrate once again the presence 
of God in our world. God became incarnate in the world through 
Jesus but also always was and continues to be incarnate in the 
world through each person. If we are to accept this reality and 
live it out, we need to remind ourselves this Advent to prepare 
the way for the Lord to be present in and through us every day 
of our lives. 

Gospel Focus – Out of the wilderness  
The wilderness holds a special place in scripture. Time spent in 
the wilderness is associated with a time of preparation for  
undertaking a special purpose. When Moses led the people 
from Egypt they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. This 
was a time of renewing themselves after their time in Egypt and 
rediscovering their covenant with God. After his baptism, Jesus 
retreats to the wilderness to prepare for his public ministry. It 
was also out of the wilderness that a lot of rebellion and unrest 
emerged. A desire for change and action is what comes out of 
the wilderness. 

Scriptural context – Brood of Vipers! 
The gospel of Matthew in particular casts the Pharisees in a very 
dim light. John’s insult to them, calling them a brood of vipers, is 
indeed echoed by Jesus later in this gospel. In this gospel, Jesus 
describes the Pharisees as hypocrites and blind guides. The  
community for whom this gospel was written were  
predominantly Jewish Christians. However, at the time of 
writing serious cracks were appearing in the relationship  
between the Jewish community and the Christian sect. This  
gospel aligns closely with the Jewish tradition but is very critical 
of the inflexibility of the Pharisees. 

Questions for Adolescents 
Q. What image comes to mind when you hear the description of 
John the Baptist? 

Q. What does it mean to truly repent? 

Q. Why does John appear so critical of the Pharisees and  
Sadducees? 

Q. How do you think John’s idea of what Jesus would do 
matched with what eventuated? 

Q. Where in your life do you need to make a conversion and 
honestly ‘prepare the way’ this Advent? 

Questions for Adults 
Q. How would a character like John be regarded today? 

Q. How does our society tend to respond to those who bear a 
prophetic message? 

Q. How do you think the Pharisees and Sadducees would have 
reacted to what John said to them? 

Q. When have you experienced a ‘wilderness’ time from which 
you emerged rejuvenated and refocused? 

Learning moments 
Construct a visual display of ways to ‘prepare the way’ during 
the season of Advent. 

Create a ‘famous faces wall’ of people who are the voices ‘crying 
in the wilderness’ today – those who are speaking up for the 
people in need and those who are speaking an unpopular  
message. Under each famous face, describe briefly the way they 
are acting as a voice in the wilderness. 

Illustrate your own ‘road of life’ and depict moments of signifi-
cance, moments of learning, moments of wilderness and mo-
ments of encounter with significant people  
 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 
Today’s readings are like Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. The  
biblical authors sketch profiles of individuals after whom we can 
model our lives as we embark on our pilgrimage to eschatologi-
cal fulfilment. Isaiah depicts the righteous messianic king; Paul 
provides us with a glimpse of Jesus, the one who ministers to all; 
and Matthew describes John the Baptist, the prophet who pre-
pared for the Advent of Christ. 

The gifts Isaiah attributes to the messianic king are the same 
gifts that we receive with the anointing of the Spirit: wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of 
the Lord. The image of the messianic king may have been  
fulfilled in Jesus, but it is also offered to us as a model after 
which we can pattern our lives. 

Paul declares that Christ came for all. Just as the Canterbury 
tales describe pilgrims of all backgrounds and characters, so our 
companions on the pilgrimage come from diverse circumstanc-
es. Since the invitation was extended to all, we are expected to 
welcome all. Some of Chaucer’s characters were quite  
unpleasant, but they were part of the group. Many of the peo-
ple to whom Jesus ministered were quite unpleasant, but this 
did not deter him. His example is set before us today.   

John the Baptist lived a life of radical self-denial, but he did not 
require this of others. He preached repentance or change of 
heart, not a rejection of the circumstances of life. He called for a 
return to righteousness, to relationships rooted in honesty and 
respect. He condemned presumption and arrogant reliance on 
one’s religious origin, complacency and the shirking of responsi-
bility, disinterest in the welfare of others. 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent Year A—6th and 7th December 2025 



For Children 
 Sunday 7th of November—Second Sunday of Advent—Year A  

 

First Reading 
Peace at Last 
Like a branch that sprouts 
from a stump, 
someone from David's family 
will someday be king. 
The Spirit of the Lord 
will be with him 
to give him understanding, 
wisdom, and insight. 
He will be powerful, 
and he will know 
and honor the Lord. 
His greatest joy will be 
to obey the Lord. 
This king won't judge 
by appearances 
 or listen to rumors. 
The poor and the needy 
will be treated with fairness 
and with justice. 
His word will be law 
everywhere in the land, 
and criminals 
will be put to death. 

Second Reading 
And the Scriptures were written to teach and encourage us by giving us hope. 5 God is the one who makes us 
patient and cheerful. I pray that he will help you live at peace with each other, as you follow Christ. 6 Then all 
of you together will praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Gospel Reading: 
The Preaching of John the Baptist 
Years later, John the Baptist started preaching in the desert of Judea.  He said, “Turn back to God! The 
kingdom of heaven will soon be here. 
John was the one the prophet Isaiah was talking about, when he said, 
In the desert someone is shouting, 
‘Get the road ready 
    for the Lord! 
Make a straight path 
    for him.’ ” 
John wore clothes made of camel's hair. He had a leather strap around his waist and ate grasshoppers 
and wild honey. 
From Jerusalem and all Judea and from the Jordan River Valley crowds of people went to John. They told 
how sorry they were for their sins, and he baptized them in the river. 
Many Pharisees and Sadducees also came to be baptized. But John said to them: 
You bunch of snakes! Who warned you to run from the coming judgment? Do something to show you 
have really given up your sins. And don't start telling yourselves that you belong to Abraham's family. I 
tell you that God can turn these stones into children for Abraham. 

Discussion Starters: 

Who was the prophet mentioned in today’s Gospel? 

What did he do? 

John the Baptist told people they must be sorry for the things they had done wrong so they could be ready 
to meet Jesus. 

What things do we need to be sorry for? 

How can we change our ways so that we can be ready to meet Jesus. 



Children’s Worksheet 



 
Diocesan News 



Planned Giving/Parish Donations 
Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish and also 

contributes towards outreach in our parish community and beyond. 

If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details are:  

BSB:   067 950  
Acct No:  100000698 
Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish  
 

Please ensure you put your details in the reference section (ENVELOPE N# 
OR SURNAME) 

Please contact the Parish Office (02 4730 1249) if you  

 are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the envelope 
system and would like to change to credit card or direct debit;  

 would like to join the Planned Giving Program. 

Vinnies food hampers for Christmas 
 

Vinnies are making Christmas hampers this year and 
need food items for the hampers 

 

The items in need are tin ham, custard, Christmas  
Puddings Chips, Lollies, Drinks or any other Christmas 

food items or decorations. 
 

Vinnies are also in  need some gift cards $20-$30 from 
any major retail companies (Woolies, Coles or Myer ) to 

go with the family  hampers. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support 

 

With many thanks to all these local businesses who support our 
parish throughout the year.   

Please consider supporting them when in need of these  
services... 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 
 

                                                                                              Michael Xiberras      

       0412 914 332 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
plumbing, drainage, gas fitting, 

backflow prevention, roof plumbing  

 
 

 

 michael@smickplumbing.com.au                Lic No: 246475C 

 

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal services spe-
cialising in: 

 

Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law 
 

Ph: 02 47315899 
www.batemanbattersby.com.au  

enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au   

 

Vic Xiberras:  0418  234  293  
Dianne Xiberras:  0400  774  213  

info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au 
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.   

Services Provided: 
Installation & Service of: 

 Alarm Systems 

 CCTV 

 Video Intercom 
 

Vic Xiberras 
Alarm Technician 

Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753 
Masters Licence:   409 810 455 

Chatnsw.com.au  

F: Haveachat NSW

 Chatnsw@outlook.com 

Have a Chat NSW 
Counselling service 

Robert Azize 
Counsellor 
0417 459 705 

Parish Giving  Parish Notices 

http://www.batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

