
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
 

Visit our website: www.corpuschristi.org.au 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm  
Sunday 7.30am & 9.30am 

 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm 
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday evening from 5.00pm - 
5.45pm in the Meeting Room 

 

Rosary 
Fridays after morning Mass 

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH 
 

Address:  86-92 Andromeda Drive 
   Cranebrook, NSW, 2749 
Postal:      PO Box 21  
   Cranebrook , NSW,  2749 
Phone:     4730 1249 
Email: 
cranebrook@parracatholic.org              
Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ 
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook 
 

Office Hours:   9:00 am - 3:30pm  
           (Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri) 
 

PARISH TEAM:   
 

Parish Priest-Fr Abraham 
Kunnatholy CMI  
      -Abraham.Kunnatholy@parracatholic.org 

     - 0492894167 (emergencies only) 
     - Presbytery:  4729 1675  
 

Mrs Sue Weekes — Secretarial 
Support  
 

Mrs Vanessa Sultana – Office 
Support  
 

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH: 
Corpus Christi Primary –   
ph  4726 2200 (Principal  -   Mrs Sarah 

O’Rourke) 
 

Xavier College – ph 4777 0900             
(Principal  -  Mr Michael Pate) 

First Reading 
Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14 
The Lord honours the father in his children, 
and upholds the rights of a mother over her 
sons. 
Whoever respects his father is atoning for 
his sins, 
he who honours his mother is like someone 
amassing a fortune. 
Whoever respects his father will be happy 
with children of his own, 
he shall be heard on the day when he prays. 
Long life comes to him who honours his 
father, 
he who sets his mother at ease is showing 
obedience to the Lord. 
My son, support your father in his old age, 
do not grieve him during his life. 
Even if his mind should fail, show him  
sympathy, 
do not despise him in your health and 
strength; 
for kindness to a father shall not be forgot-
ten 
but will serve as reparation for your sins. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1 
(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 
1.O blessed are those who fear the Lord  
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. (R.) 
2.Your wife like a fruitful vine  
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. (R.) 
3.Indeed thus shall be blessed  
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! (R.) 
Second Reading 
Colossians 3:12-21 
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he 
loves you and you should be clothed in sin-
cere compassion, in kindness and humility, 
gentleness and patience. Bear with one 
another; forgive each other as soon as a 
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; 
now you must do the same. Over all these 
clothes, to keep them together and com-
plete them, put on love. And may the peace 
of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is 
for this that you were called together as 
parts of one body. Always be thankful. 
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 
find a home with you. Teach each other, and 
advise each other, in all wisdom. With grati-
tude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns 
and inspired songs to God; and never say or 

do anything except in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
Wives, give way to your husbands, as you 
should in the Lord. Husbands, love your 
wives and treat them with gentleness. Chil-
dren, be obedient to your parents always, 
because that is what will please the Lord. 
Parents, never drive your children to resent-
ment or you will make them feel frustrated. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Colossians 3:15. 16 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
and the fullness of his message live within 
you.  
Alleluia! 
Gospel 
Matthew 2:13-15. 19-23 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 
Take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt. 
After the wise men had left, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, ‘Get up, take the 
child and his mother 
with you, and escape 
into Egypt, and stay 
there until I tell you, be-
cause Herod intends to 
search for the child and 
do away with him.’ So 
Joseph got up and, tak-
ing the child and his 
mother with him, left 
that night for Egypt, 
where he stayed until 
Herod was dead. This 
was to fulfil what the 
Lord had spoken 
through the prophet: 

I called my son out of Egypt. 
After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother 
with you and go back to the land of Israel, 
for those who wanted to kill the child are 
dead.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the 
child and his mother with him, went back to 
the land of Israel. But when he learnt that 
Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod 
as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he left for the 
region of Galilee. There he settled in a town 
called Nazareth. In this way the words spo-
ken through the prophets were to be ful-
filled: 
He will be called a Nazarene. 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH YEAR A - 27TH AND 28TH DECEMBER 2025 
 
 

We, the people of Corpus Christi, seek to grow in living Christ-centred mission, sharing our gifts to foster 
welcome, justice and community in today’s world.  

A very warm welcome to anyone who is new to the parish.   



Feast Days this week 
 

December 28th: The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
December 29th: St. Thomas Becket 
December 31st: St. Sylvester I 
January 1st: Mary, Holy Mother of God 
January 2nd: St Basil the Great and Gregory 
Nizianzen 

Let us Offer Gifts of Prayer 
Recently Deceased: 
Joseph Buttigieg (14/12/25) 
 
 

For those who are sick: 
Darren Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, 
Marlene Rodger, Fr. Jerome Antogop.  
 

Parish  News 

From Parish Priest’s Desk 
 

As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, we are invited to look at Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph—not as a perfect, problem-free household, but as a family 
that trusted God amid uncertainty, struggle, and sacrifice. Their holiness did 
not come from comfort or convenience, but from their daily faithfulness to 
God and to one another. 
 
The Holy Family lived in a world not very different from ours. They faced  
insecurity, migration, fear for the future, and the challenge of understanding 
God’s plans. Mary pondered events she did not fully grasp; Joseph made  
difficult decisions in silence and obedience; Jesus grew “in wisdom, age, and 
grace” (Lk 2:52) within the ordinary rhythm of family life. Holiness for them 
was shaped in the home, through prayer, patience, hard work, and love. 
 

In today’s fast-paced and fragmented world, keeping our families holy is 
both challenging and urgent. Families are pulled in many directions—work 
pressures, digital distractions, social expectations, and economic anxieties. 
Yet  
holiness is not about having ideal conditions; it is about choosing God each 
day within our real situations. As St. John Paul II reminded us, “The future of  
humanity passes by way of the family.” 
 
A holy family is not one without conflict, but one that knows how to forgive. 
It is a family that prays together, even if briefly; that listens to one another 
with respect; that makes room for God in daily decisions. Simple practices—
grace before meals, reading the Word of God, attending Mass together,  
caring for the elderly, teaching children compassion—become powerful 
ways of sanctifying family life. 
 
The Holy Family teaches us that love grows through sacrifice, fidelity, and 
trust in God. When our homes become places of faith, mercy, and hope, they  
become small churches—domestic sanctuaries where Christ is welcomed 
and formed in hearts. 
 
On this feast, let us entrust our families to Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. May 
they inspire us to build homes where faith is lived, love is nurtured, and  
holiness is patiently grown—one day, one prayer, and one act of love at a 
time. 
 

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy 

A Prayer for the New Year 2026 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of this 
new year and the hope it brings. As we stand on 
the threshold of 2026, we place our trust in Your 
goodness and faithfulness. Guide our steps, shape 
our hearts, and help us to walk humbly and act 

justly in all we do. May our parish be a beacon of 
Your light, sharing Your love and comfort with 
those in need. Bless our families with health, 

peace, and unity throughout the months ahead. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

WISHING EVERYONE A VERY 
HAPPY, SAFE AND JOYOUS NEW 

YEAR.  

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention for 
December 

God of peace, 
who through the blood of Your Son 
has reconciled the world to  
Yourself, today we pray for  
Christians 
living amidst wars and violence. 
Even surrounded by pain, may they never cease 
to feel the gentle kindness of your  
presence and the prayers of their brothers and 
sisters in faith. 
For only through You, and strengthened by fra-
ternal bonds, 
can they become the seeds of reconciliation, 
builders of hope in ways both small and great, 
capable of forgiving and moving  
forward, of bridging divides, 
and of seeking justice with mercy. 
Lord Jesus, who called blessed 
those who work for peace, 
make us Your instruments of peace 
even where harmony seems impossible. 
Holy Spirit, 
source of hope in the darkest times, 
sustain the faith of those who suffer and 
strengthen their hope. 
Do not let us fall into indifference, 
and make us builders of unity, like Jesus. 
Amen. 

Parish Office Christmas Closure 
The Parish Office will be closed from 

Wednesday December 24th until Friday  
January 2nd. 

For urgent matters during this time, please call 
0492 894 167. For non-urgent enquiries, leave 

a voicemail or send an email, and we will  
respond once the office reopens.  

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God  

Mass will be celebrated on New Year’s Day, 
January 1st 2026 at 9.30am for 

the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God  

We encourage everyone to attend 
mass on this day as we thank God 

for the gift of our Mother Mary and 
also as we welcome a new year. 

 



Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of Parramatta 
To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee Cross 
will be visiting several parishes in the Diocese of Parramatta from 5-11 
January. For one week, the Diocese of Parramatta will come alive with 

celebrations that recognise the faith, gifts and resilience of migrant  
communities who have enriched our parishes, schools and communities. 

Bring your friends and family to experience the Migrant Jubilee Cross 
Pilgrimage at a parish near you. Learn more at parracatholic.org/migrant

-jubilee-cross. 
 

Liturgical Ministry Formation Course returns for 2026 
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Course will be returning in February 
2026. To avoid disappointment, please send signed enrolment forms 

to ofw@parracatholic.org before Friday 23 January. Please  
visit parracatholic.org/liturgical-ministry-course for more information 

about this course. 
 

Diocesan World Day of the Sick: 11 February 
A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, will be held at 11am on 11 February 2026 at St 

Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. All are 
welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for the 

sick and dying and health care professionals. To register, please vis-
it parracatholic.org/events/diocesan-world-day-of-the-sick-mass/ 

 

A message of Thanks… 
 

A very heartfelt thank you to each and every 
person who participated in and  

contributed to our nine-day Christmas  
Novena. We are deeply grateful to our  

liturgical ministers, musicians,  
photographers and, of course, all the  

families who worked together to prepare 
generous and delicious suppers each  

evening for everyone to enjoy. 

Each Mass was a truly joyful celebration as, 
together as a parish, we prepared our hearts 
and minds for the coming of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  
 

We also extend our  
sincere thanks to Fr. Abraham for leading 

our Masses each evening. 

Dates for your diary... 
 

Parish Morning Tea 
Our parish hosts a morning tea after our 9.30am 
Mass on the second Sunday of every month. Our 

next parish morning tea will take place on  
 

Sunday  11th of January  
 
 

‘Young in Spirit’ Seniors Group 
 

Our seniors group meets on the last Friday  morning 
of each month after 9.10am Mass in the Parish 

Office.  Our next senior’s morning tea will take place 
on  

 

Friday 30th of January 2026 
 

 

Diocesan News 

Corpus Christi Sacrament 
Dates 2026 

First Reconciliation 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Wednesday 18th of February at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from February 25th until 

March 12th. (Three sessions per child) 
Sacrament Date: 

Wednesday 25th March 

Confirmation 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Wednesday 22nd of April at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from April 29th until June 

11th. (Seven sessions per child) 
Sacrament Dates: 

Saturday June 27th at 10am 
Sunday June 28th at 9.30am 

First Eucharist 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Wednesday August 12th at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from August 19th until  

September 10th (Four sessions per child) 
Sacrament Dates: 

Saturday September 12th at 10am 
Saturday September 12th at 6pm 

Saturday September 19th at 10am 
Sunday September 20th at 9.30am 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
Baptisms take place on the first and third  

Sunday of each month at 11am. 
Parents wishing to have their child baptised are 

asked to contact the Parish Office to book the date 
of baptism and to register for the Rite of 

Welcome and  Information Meeting. 
(These take place on the fourth Sunday of 
the month prior to your child’s baptism.) 

Bookings for weddings and funerals are taken on 
request. Please contact the Parish Office 

http://parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross
http://parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross


Gospel Reflection 
Today’s liturgy celebrates the feast of the Holy Family;  
recognising the important role Joseph and Mary played in the 
life of Jesus and also celebrating the role of family in all of our 
lives. However, the gospel reading is the conclusion of the infan-
cy narrative – the ‘what happened next’ part of the story of the 
birth of Jesus. Apart from the involvement of the holy family, 
the passage doesn’t appear to have a lot of connection with the 
celebration of the feast of the Holy Family. This isn’t really sur-
prising as the gospels are accounts of the life of Jesus – predom-
inantly his active ministry – and don’t give many details at all of 
his childhood and family life. However, what we can see in the 
passage is that Joseph quickly adopted a role of protector of his 
wife and child and did all he could to keep them from harm. His 
family was vitally important to Joseph and he took the extreme 
measure of fleeing his homeland to protect them. 

The passage in the lectionary skips over three verses from the 
gospel (16-18) that describe Herod’s massacre of all boys under 
the age of two born in Bethlehem and its surrounds. Joseph’s 
fears for the safety of his family were very real! Even after the 
death of Herod, when Joseph is advised to return to his own 
country, he finds that Archelaus, one of Herod’s sons, is in con-
trol of Judaea. Bethlehem was in Judaea and so Joseph and his 
family may still have been in danger. Instead of returning home, 
they made a new life in Nazareth in the Galilee region. 

Historical context – Herod 
The Herod of this story was Herod the Great. He ruled the Jews 
as a puppet king under the Romans from 37 to 4 BCE. (This plac-
es the birth of Jesus about 4-6 years earlier than our calendar 
assumes!) Upon Herod’s death, the Romans divided the king-
dom into three portions and appointed each of Herod’s three 
sons as Tetrarchs of the regions. One of the sons, Herod Antipas, 
was given control of the region of Galilee and Samaria and ruled 
until 39 CE. This is the Herod of the gospels to whom Jesus is 
sent by Pilate during his trial. 

Scriptural context – Out of Egypt 
The gospel of Matthew uses the recount of the genealogy of 
Jesus and the infancy narrative in its first two chapters to estab-
lish a context for the main part of the gospel. This gospel pre-
sents Jesus as a new Moses-figure: firmly in the Jewish tradition 
and bringing about a new Law. Just as Moses led the Israelites 
out of slavery in Egypt to a new life and new relationship with 
God, so too Jesus is portrayed as coming out of Egypt to bring 
about a new life and new relationship with God. The account of 
the flight to Egypt is predominantly to bring Jesus out of Egypt 
again! 

Have you thought? Holy refugees 
When they fled Israel and fought safety in Egypt, Jesus and his 
family became refugees. They fled their own country because of 
fears that they would be sought out by the ruling military forces 
and that Jesus, if not all of them, would be put to death. What 
might have happened if Egypt had denied them access or kept 
them locked up interminably in a detention centre? Was the 
plight of this holy family really very different from the situations 
faced by so many families today who flee their wartorn and op-
pressive countries to seek refuge and safety in a new land? 

Questions for Adolescents 
What emotions might Joseph and Mary have experienced in this 
episode? 

What sort of man does Joseph appear to be from his depiction 
in this passage? 

How would you feel if your family was forced to flee your home 
for another country? 

How do/could you show your family that they are important to 
you? 

Questions for Adults 
What picture emerges from this passage on Israel’s political situ-
ation at the time? 

How do you think you would respond if you knew your family 
was in mortal danger? 

In what ways should this story inform Christian attitudes to-
wards modern-day refugees? 

How might you/your community make a difference in the lives 
of newly-arrived refugees? 

Learning moments 
Conduct an online search for images that depict the scene of the 
flight into Egypt. Create a gallery of these images and identify 
significant elements that each artist has emphasised in their 
depiction of the event. 

Research the laws and practices regarding refugees and asylum-
seekers coming to this country. How do these laws and practices 
measure up against Christian principles regarding the dignity of 
each individual; a preferential option for the poor; concern for 
the common good; and the belief that each individual is made in 
the image and likeness of God? 

 

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 
Two Holy Families 

Herod is seeking to annihilate all the male children in Bethle-
hem. The child Jesus is in mortal danger. ‘Arise, take the child 
and his mother, and flee into Egypt.’ And Joseph did so. That 
night and by night, such was the urgency. 

Have you ever thought: What if Egyptian border guards had 
turned back this refugee family? What if, instead of finding safe 
haven and sanctuary, this desperate family had been denied 
entry? The Divine plan to rescue Jesus from a murderous tyrant 
depended not only on Joseph but, also, on the Egyptian people. 

And so we discover two Holy Families in this Gospel episode. 
One is the little Holy Family with Joseph, Mary and Jesus. The 
other is the larger Holy Family of humanity embodied in those 
Egyptians who provided sanctuary, who opened their land to 
allow Joseph, Mary and Jesus to settle out of danger. 

We might pause for a moment to ask: Can we be as hospitable 
and open as the Egyptians of today’s Gospel? Another baby in 
another family of refugees may depend on our answer! 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph—27th and 28th December 



For Children 
 Sunday 28th of December —The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year A  

 
First Reading 
The Lord honours the father in his children, 
and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. 
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, 
he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a fortune. 
Whoever respects his father will be happy with children of his own, 
he shall be heard on the day when he prays. 
Long life comes to him who honours his father, 
he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedience to the Lord. 
My son, support your father in his old age, 
do not grieve him during his life. 
Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, 
do not despise him in your health and strength; 
for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten 
but will serve as reparation for your sins. 
 
 

Second Reading 
God loves you and has chosen you as his own special people. So be gentle, kind, humble, meek, and 
patient. Put up with each other, and forgive anyone who does you wrong, just as Christ has forgiven 
you. Love is more important than anything else. It is what ties everything completely together. 

Each one of you is part of the body of Christ, and you were chosen to live together in peace. So let 
the peace that comes from Christ control your thoughts. And be grateful. Let the message about 
Christ completely fill your lives, while you use all your wisdom to teach and instruct each other. With 
thankful hearts, sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. Whatever you say or do should be 
done in the name of the Lord Jesus, as you give thanks to God the Father because of him. 
 

Gospel Reading: 
The Escape to Egypt 

After the wise men had gone, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get 
up! Hurry and take the child and his mother to Egypt! Stay there until I tell you to return, because 
Herod is looking for the child and wants to kill him.” 

That night, Joseph got up and took his wife and the child to Egypt, where they stayed until Herod 
died. So the Lord's promise came true, just as the prophet had said, “I called my son out of Egypt.” 
 

The Return from Egypt 

After King Herod died, an angel from the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph while he was still in 
Egypt. The angel said, “Get up and take the child and his mother back to Israel. The people who 
wanted to kill him are now dead.” 

Joseph got up and left with them for Israel. But when he heard that Herod's son Archelaus was now 
ruler of Judea, he was afraid to go there. Then in a dream he was told to go to Galilee, and they 
went to live there in the town of Nazareth. So the Lord's promise came true, just as the prophet had 
said, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
 

Discussion Starters: 

What did the angel say to Joseph in his dream? 

Why did Joseph take his family to Egypt? 

Joseph and Mary looked after Jesus. How do your parents look after you? 

Who else is in your family? 

How should we treat each other in our families? 



Children’s Worksheet 



 
Diocesan News 



Safeguarding Training 
 

As part of the Diocese of Parramatta’s commitment to  
ensuring all children and adults at risk are safe,  
respected, protected and supported in our care, all staff 
and volunteers in our parishes, chaplaincies, agencies, 
ministries and councils are required to complete Man-
datory Safeguarding.  
For online  training opportunities please visit: 
https:learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 
For more information, please 
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
 
 

Planned Giving/Parish Donations 
Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish and also 

contributes towards outreach in our parish community and beyond. 

If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details are:  

BSB:   067 950  
Acct No:  100000698 
Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish  
 

Please ensure you put your details in the reference section (ENVELOPE N# 
OR SURNAME) 

Please contact the Parish Office (02 4730 1249) if you  

 are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the envelope 
system and would like to change to credit card or direct debit;  

 would like to join the Planned Giving Program. 

With many thanks to all these local businesses who support our 
parish throughout the year.   

Please consider supporting them when in need of these  
services... 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 
 

                                                                                              Michael Xiberras      

       0412 914 332 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
plumbing, drainage, gas fitting, 

backflow prevention, roof plumbing  

 
 

 

 michael@smickplumbing.com.au                Lic No: 246475C 

 

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal services spe-
cialising in: 

 

Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law 
 

Ph: 02 47315899 
www.batemanbattersby.com.au  

enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au   

 

Vic Xiberras:  0418  234  293  
Dianne Xiberras:  0400  774  213  

info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au 
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.   

Services Provided: 
Installation & Service of: 

 Alarm Systems 

 CCTV 

 Video Intercom 
 

Vic Xiberras 
Alarm Technician 

Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753 
Masters Licence:   409 810 455 

Chatnsw.com.au  

F: Haveachat NSW

 Chatnsw@outlook.com 

Have a Chat NSW 
Counselling service 

Robert Azize 
Counsellor 
0417 459 705 

Parish Giving  Parish Notices 

http://www.batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

