
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
 

Visit our website: www.corpuschristi.org.au 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm  
Sunday 7.30am & 9.30am 

 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm 
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday evening from 5.00pm - 
5.45pm in the Meeting Room 

 

Rosary 
Fridays after morning Mass 

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH 
 

Address:  86-92 Andromeda Drive 
   Cranebrook, NSW, 2749 
Postal:      PO Box 21  
   Cranebrook , NSW,  2749 
Phone:     4730 1249 
Email: 
cranebrook@parracatholic.org              
Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ 
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook 
 

Office Hours:   9:00 am - 3:30pm  
           (Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri) 
 

PARISH TEAM:   
 

Parish Priest-Fr Abraham 
Kunnatholy CMI  
      -Abraham.Kunnatholy@parracatholic.org 

     - 0492894167 (emergencies only) 
     - Presbytery:  4729 1675  
 

Mrs Sue Weekes — Secretarial 
Support  
 

Mrs Vanessa Sultana – Office 
Support  
 

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH: 
Corpus Christi Primary –   
ph  4726 2200 (Principal  -   Mrs Sarah 

O’Rourke) 
 

Xavier College – ph 4777 0900             
(Principal  -  Mr Michael Pate) 

First Reading 
Isaiah 7:10-14 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
The virgin will conceive. 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the 
Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming 
either from the depths of Sheol or from the 
heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will 
not put the Lord to the test.’ 
Then Isaiah said: 
‘Listen now, House of David: 
are you not satisfied with trying the patience 
of men 
without trying the patience of my God, too? 
The Lord himself, therefore, 
will give you a sign. 
It is this: the maiden is with child 
and will soon give birth to a son 
whom she will call Immanuel, 
a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’ 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10 
(R.) Let the Lord enter; 
he is king of glory. 
1.The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,  
the world and all its peoples. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the waters he made it firm. (R.) 
2.Who shall climb the mountain of the 
Lord?  
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The man with clean hands and pure heart, 
who desires not worthless things. (R.) 
3.He shall receive blessings from the Lord  
and reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the men who seek him, 
seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.) 
Second Reading 
Romans 1:1-7  
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who 
has been called to be an apostle, and  
specially chosen to preach the Good News 
that God promised long ago through his 
prophets in the scriptures.  
This news is about the Son of God, who, 
according to the human nature he took, was 
a descendant of David: it is about Jesus 

Christ our Lord who, in the order of the  
spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, 
was proclaimed Son of God in all his power 
through his resurrection from the dead. 
Through him we received grace and our ap-
ostolic mission to preach the obedience of 
faith to all pagan nations in honour of his 
name. You are one of these nations, and by 
his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, 
then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, 
called to be saints, may God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and peace. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 1:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A virgin will give birth to a son; 
his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel 
Matthew 1:18-24 
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. 
His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; 
but before they came to live together she 
was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of 

honour and wanting to spare 
her publicity, decided to  
divorce her informally. He had 
made up his mind to do this 
when the angel of the Lord  
appeared to him in a dream 
and said, ‘Joseph son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because 
she has conceived what is in 
her by the Holy Spirit. She will 
give birth to a son and you must 

name him Jesus, because he is the one who 
is to save his people from their sins.’ Now 
all this took place to fulfil the words spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet: 
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
sonand they will call him Emmanuel, 
a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. 
When Joseph woke up he did what the angel 
of the Lord had told him to do: he took his 
wife to his home. 

            Fourth Sunday of Advent 
The fourth candle of Advent represents Love, the ultimate 

love of God that He might send His only Son for us.  Called 
the ‘Angel’s Candle,’ the fourth candle of Advent is lit the 

Sunday before Christmas, and it is the colour purple, leading 
us to eagerly await the new Kingdom of God on earth.   

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A - 20TH AND 21TH DECEMBER 2025 
 
 

We, the people of Corpus Christi, seek to grow in living Christ-centred mission, sharing our gifts to 
foster welcome, justice and community in today’s world.  
A very warm welcome to anyone who is new to the parish.   



Feast Days this week 
 

December 25th:Christmas Day 
December 26th: Saint Stephen, 
the First Martyr 
December 27th: St John, Apostle 
and Evangelist 

Let us Offer Gifts of Prayer 
 
 

For those who are sick: 
Darren Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, 
Marlene Rodger, Fr. Jerome Antogop.  
 

Parish  News 

From Parish Priest’s Desk 
 

The birth of Jesus, as narrated in Matthew 1:18–24, is not wrapped in comfort or 

convenience. It is surrounded by confusion, fear, and sacrifice. God chooses to come 

to us as Emmanuel—“God with us”—but this coming demands generous hearts 

willing to cooperate with His plan. 

 

Joseph stands at the centre of this passage as a silent yet powerful witness. Faced 

with a situation that could destroy his reputation and future, he chooses trust over 

self-interest. When the angel invites him to take Mary into his home, Joseph  

sacrifices his plans, his pride, and his sense of control. By his obedience, Emmanuel 

finds a place to be born. God’s presence enters the world through a man who is 

willing to give up what is safe and familiar. 

 

This Gospel gently confronts us with an uncomfortable truth: God still desires to be 

Emmanuel in our lives, our families, and our parish—but His coming is often  

hindered by our lack of generosity. When we cling tightly to our time, comfort, 

opinions, or resources, we leave little room for God to act. Eagerness without  

sacrifice remains empty. Faith without generosity becomes sterile. 

 

How often do we long for God’s presence yet resist the cost it entails? Do we want 

God to be  “Emmanuel” without forgiving, without serving, without letting go?  

Joseph teaches us that God is born where trust replaces fear and generosity over-

comes self-protection. 

 

As we reflect on this Gospel, we are invited to examine our own hearts. What  

sacrifices is the Lord asking of us so that He may truly dwell among us? Which atti-

tudes, habits, or comforts need to be surrendered? Emmanuel is ready to come—

but His birth depends, in part, on our willingness to make room for Him. 

 

May we not allow our lack of generosity to delay or deny the birth of the Lord in our 

midst. Like Joseph, may we rise from our fears, act in faith, and allow God-with-us 

to become a living reality in our daily lives. May God bless us.  
 

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CMI 

Liturgical Ministry Roster for January 
and February 

 

Thank you to everyone who serves our parish as a  
Liturgical Minister. Your dedication to sharing our faith 
is deeply appreciated. The Ministry Roster for January 
and February was emailed to all ministers last week. If 

you are a minister and did not receive the roster, 
please contact the parish office.  

Share Your Gifts This Christmas Season 
 

Liturgical Volunteers for our Christmas Masses… 
Thank you to all our wonderful Liturgical Ministers who have offered their 
time for our Christmas Masses. We still have quite a few openings, so if 
you're a Liturgical Volunteer planning to join us for any of our Masses 
during Christmas time, please take a moment to check the sign-up sheet 
in the foyer to see where your assistance might be needed. Your support 
is truly appreciated!  

Christmas Eve Children’s Choir  
We are delighted to announce that our Children’s Choir will be part of the 
6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass! We would love to see more children join in 
this beautiful and joyful celebration of Christmas. We warmly encourage 

all children in our parish to take part and help make the Mass truly special. 
The sign-up sheet is available in the foyer — we can’t wait to hear their  
voices! (A Rehearsal will take place on Monday December 22nd from 

4.30-6.30pm ) 

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention for 
December 

God of peace, 
 
who through the blood of Your Son 
has reconciled the world to  
Yourself, today we pray for  
Christians 
living amidst wars and violence. 
Even surrounded by pain, may they 
never cease to feel the gentle kindness of your  
presence and the prayers of their brothers and 
sisters in faith. 
For only through You, and strengthened by fra-
ternal bonds, 
can they become the seeds of reconciliation, 
builders of hope in ways both small and great, 
capable of forgiving and moving  
forward, of bridging divides, 
and of seeking justice with mercy. 
Lord Jesus, who called blessed 
those who work for peace, 
make us Your instruments of peace 
even where harmony seems impossible. 
Holy Spirit, 
source of hope in the darkest times, 
sustain the faith of those who suffer and 
strengthen their hope. 
Do not let us fall into indifference, 
and make us builders of unity, like Jesus. 
Amen. 

Parish Office Christmas Closure 
The Parish Office will be closed from Wednesday December 24th 

until Friday January 2nd. 
For urgent matters during this time, please call 0492 894 167. For non-

urgent enquiries, leave a voicemail or send an email, and we will respond 
once the office reopens.  

 
 

Christmas Mass times 
 

Our Christmas Mass times for 2025 include: 
 

Wednesday 24th December 6pm (Children’s Mass) 
Wednesday 24th December 8.30pm 

Thursday 25th December 12am (Midnight Mass)  
Thursday 25th of December  9.10am (Christmas  

morning Mass) 
 

No Mass will be celebrated on Boxing Day, December 
26th. 

 

 



To the members of Corpus Christi Parish... 
 

As Christmas draws near, we are reminded of the 
greatest gift of all—God’s love made visible 

through the Incarnation. We give heartfelt thanks 
for the abundant treasure within our parish family: 

each and every one of you! 
 

To our dedicated volunteers—whether you serve as 
liturgical ministers, care for the sick, teach our 
children, tend our gardens, or offer your gifts in 

countless other ways—your commitment  
beautifully reflects the true spirit of Christian  
service. Through your generosity, our parish  

continues to shine as a beacon of hope, faith, and 
fellowship. 

 

Thank you for your faithful support and for your 
continued dedication to our shared mission as the 

Body of Christ. 
 

"FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE 
ALSO" (MATTHEW 6:21). 

 

May the wonder and miracle of Christ's birth 
bring you abundant joy, peace, and love this 

Christmas and always.  
Merry Christmas to you all 

Dates for your diary... 
 

Parish Morning Tea 
Our parish hosts a morning tea after our 9.30am 
Mass on the second Sunday of every month. Our 

next parish morning tea will take place on  
 

Sunday  11th of January  
 
 

‘Young in Spirit’ Seniors Group 
 

Our seniors group meets on the last Friday  morning 
of each month after 9.10am Mass in the Parish 

Office.  Our next senior’s morning tea will take place 
on  

 

Friday 30th of January 2026 
 

 

Our 6pm Weekday Masses will be replaced by the Novena Mass on  
23rd.  

Corpus Christi Sacrament 
Dates 2026 

First Reconciliation 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Wednesday 18th of February at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from February 25th until 

March 12th. (Three sessions per child) 
Sacrament Date: 

Wednesday 25th March 

Confirmation 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Wednesday 22nd of April at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from April 29th until June 

11th. (Seven sessions per child) 
Sacrament Dates: 

Saturday June 27th at 10am 
Sunday June 28th at 9.30am 

First Eucharist 
Parent Information and Registration evening: 

Wednesday August 12th at 7pm 
Parent and Child Formation Sessions: 

Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings and  
Thursday afternoons from August 19th until  

September 10th (Four sessions per child) 
Sacrament Dates: 

Saturday September 12th at 10am 
Saturday September 12th at 6pm 

Saturday September 19th at 10am 
Sunday September 20th at 9.30am 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
Baptisms take place on the first and third  

Sunday of each month at 11am. 
Parents wishing to have their child baptised are 

asked to contact the Parish Office to book the date 
of baptism and to register for the Rite of 

Welcome and  Information Meeting. 
(These take place on the fourth Sunday of 
the month prior to your child’s baptism.) 

Bookings for weddings and funerals are taken on 
request. Please contact the Parish Office 



Gospel Reflection 
We will see throughout the coming liturgical year that the gospel of 
Matthew places a great deal of emphasis on the importance of the 
Law and upon its proper application. Indeed, the gospel writer casts 
Jesus in the role of the ‘new Moses’ – Moses was the great  
Law-giver of the Old Testament and Jesus is portrayed in this gospel 
as bringing a new Law to the people of Israel. In this gospel, the 
proper application of the Law is as important as the Law itself. In 
today’s passage, Joseph provides an example of the proper  
application of the Law. His betrothed wife was pregnant; she would 
have been subject to the Law against adultery and probably would 
have been stoned to death. Under the Law, Joseph was obliged to 
divorce her, and yet he determines that he will do so quietly and 
protect Mary from too much shame and possibly save her life.  
Joseph did not intend to ignore the Law, but he sought to carry it 
out in such a way as to bring the least shame and the least hurt to 
all involved.  
The role of Joseph is often overlooked. There is no mention of him 
during the public ministry of Jesus. In fact the latest mention in any 
of the gospels is the account of Jesus in the Temple at the age of 12. 
After that, Joseph disappears and we can only assume that he has 
passed away by the time Jesus takes up his ministry. Yet Joseph is 
truly a man of great faith. By rights he should have divorced Mary 
and walked away. But he trusts in the word of the God that is  
addressed to him in a dream and from that point on he goes to 
great lengths to protect and care for his family. 

Living the Gospel – Advent 
Emmanuel; God-is-with-us – that’s what we celebrate through 
Christmas and that’s what we’ve been preparing for during Advent. 
We celebrate God-with-us in a particular time and place through 
our celebration of the birth of Jesus. But we remember it every year 
because we also use the Christmas celebration to remind ourselves 
that God continues to be with us. That is what is so remarkable 
about the Christmas season: that God-is-with-us now, not just in a 
stable in Palestine so many years ago, but now! Advent is the time 
to remind ourselves of this incredible truth and prepare ourselves 
to acknowledge it once again. 

Scriptural context   
Today’s first reading is from the prophet Isaiah and contains the 
prophecy that is quoted in the gospel passage. The book of Isaiah 
was written at a time when the people of Israel were under threat 
and had once again fallen away from their covenant with God.  
Isaiah’s prophecy is one of the ‘Messiah’ prophecies but despite the 
future-focus is a promise to the people of the time that God-is-with
-us. The promise is that God-is-with-us now, despite the conditions 
we find ourselves in, and God-will-be-with-us in the future when 
God’s Messiah is born of a young woman.  

Gospel Focus – What’s in a name?  
It appears from the passage that Mary’s child is to be called both 
Jesus and Emmanuel. Emmanuel is not intended as a different 
name for Jesus but rather one of the many titles that will be applied 
to him. The title means God-is-with-us. That one word, Emmanuel, 
sums up the essence of Jewish and Christian belief. The Jewish  
people’s faith in God was built on the basis that God travelled with 
them and through their lives. Christians believe that God took on an 
even closer sense of being with us through God’s incarnation in the 
life of Jesus. 

Questions for Adolescents 
Q. How do you think Joseph felt when he learnt that Mary was 
pregnant? 

Q. What might Mary have been feeling once Joseph knew of her 
pregnancy? 

Q. How might a belief that God-is-with-us impact upon our actions 
and attitudes? 

Q. Where do you see signs that God-is-with-us? 

Questions for Adults 
Q. Why might the gospel writer have used the excerpt from Isaiah 
to back the angel’s words? 

Q. What social and cultural issues do you think Joseph and Mary 
may have had to overcome? 

Q. What values and virtues does Joseph display in this episode? 

Q. Why would an understanding of God becoming incarnate have 
been problematic for Jews? 

Learning moments 
Spend some time in meditation on the name ‘Emmanuel’ and the 
concept that God-is-with-us, not only through Jesus but in an  
ongoing way today. 
Create an image, symbol or simple ritual that can be used regularly 
as a reminder that God-is-with-us (like the What-Would-Jesus-Do 
conscience prompts). 
 
 

Bishop Vincent’s Christmas Message 2025  
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
Peace be with you this Christmas 2025!  
Christmas is about birth, new beginnings and regeneration and the 
wonder of newborn life.  
Mary, the Mother of God, yet also a young pregnant woman, was 
probably afraid, suffering, in a strange place. The no-doubt-anxious 
Joseph, hovering around, maybe running off to get clean cloths as 
the birth approached. The baby boy, born in blood and tears and 
happiness as all babies are, time without end.  
And then the explosion of joy at this beginning - angels in the sky, a 
beacon star, kneeling shepherds and later, grave Magi bringing royal 
gifts.  
Christmas is all this – the joy, the pain, the fear, the expectation, the 
utter humanity of birth – the everyday miracle and an even greater 
miracle. God has become one of us and now dwells amongst us for-
ever!  
However, Christmas does not just console us with the proclamation 
of the Emmanuel -God-dwelling-among-us. It also challenges us to 
act to transform our world. God comes among us not in a parade of 
power and glory. Rather he chooses to immerse himself fully with 
our human condition, embracing the trials and tribulations of life. 
Therefore, reclaiming the Christmas spirit means none other than to 
imitate God’s radical solidarity even at the risk of jeopardising our 
own status and privilege.  
Let’s never forget that our God, the maker of all things visible and 
invisible, was reduced to the most vulnerable of creatures; another 
little Middle Eastern boy caught up in homelessness, poverty and a 
cruel cycle of violence.  
Christmas then, above all, is the special time when we remember our 
God-given duty to transform the world and our grave responsibility 
to become peacemakers.  
The very first words of our new Holy Father Pope Leo XIV, as Pope, 
are worth recalling:  
Peace be with all of you! Dearest brothers and sisters, this is the first 
greeting of the Risen Christ, the good shepherd who gave his life for 
God's flock. I, too, would like this greeting of peace to enter your 
hearts, to reach your families, and all people, wherever they are, all 
of the people, all over the earth…This is the peace of the Risen Christ, 
an unarmed peace and a disarming peace, humble and persevering. 
It comes from God, God who loves us all unconditionally.  
Yes, our violent chaotic planet desperately needs this peace of Christ!  
Daily our hearts continue to break, when we see the violence  
especially to children, in places like Gaza, Ukraine and Myanmar.  
We cannot just watch all this suffering in front of our eyes passively. 
We must act then as disciples of Jesus of Nazareth, in the spirit of the 
Beatitudes, to bring about real change. Together as the Body of 
Christ, we can make a difference.  
My prayer, therefore, is that each of you will feel God’s closeness 
and become instruments of peace in the New Year ahead.  
With Pope Leo and St Francis of Assisi, in this holy season of goodwill 
and peace, we pray: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv  
Bishop of Parramatta  

Fouth Sunday of Advent Year A—20th and 21st December 2025 



For Children 
 Sunday 21st of December—4th Sunday of Advent—Year A  

 
 

First Reading 
That he promised long ago by what his prophets said in the holy Scriptures. 3-4 This good news is about his 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ! As a human, he was from the family of David. But the Holy Spirit proved that Jesus 
is the powerful Son of God, because he was raised from death. 

 
Gospel Reading: 
The Birth of Jesus 

This is how Jesus Christ was born. A young woman named Mary was engaged to Joseph from King 
David's family. But before they were married, she learned that she was going to have a baby by 
God's Holy Spirit. Joseph was a good man and did not want to embarrass Mary in front of everyone. 
So he decided to quietly call off the wedding. 

While Joseph was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream. The an-
gel said, “Joseph, the baby that Mary will have is from the Holy Spirit. Go ahead and marry her. Then 
after her baby is born, name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

So the Lord's promise came true, just as the prophet had said, “A virgin will have a baby boy, and he 
will be called Immanuel,” which means “God is with us.” 

After Joseph woke up, he and Mary were soon married, just as the Lord's angel had told him to do. 

 

Discussion Starters: 

Who do you know who is expecting a baby? 

How are they preparing for the birth? 

How are we preparing for the birth of Jesus? 



Children’s Worksheet 



 
Diocesan News 



Safeguarding Training 
 

As part of the Diocese of Parramatta’s commitment to  
ensuring all children and adults at risk are safe,  
respected, protected and supported in our care, all staff 
and volunteers in our parishes, chaplaincies, agencies, 
ministries and councils are required to complete Man-
datory Safeguarding.  
For online  training opportunities please visit: 
https:learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 
For more information, please 
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
 
 

Planned Giving/Parish Donations 
Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish and also 

contributes towards outreach in our parish community and beyond. 

If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details are:  

BSB:   067 950  
Acct No:  100000698 
Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish  
 

Please ensure you put your details in the reference section (ENVELOPE N# 
OR SURNAME) 

Please contact the Parish Office (02 4730 1249) if you  

 are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the envelope 
system and would like to change to credit card or direct debit;  

 would like to join the Planned Giving Program. 

With many thanks to all these local businesses who support our parish 
throughout the year.   

Please consider supporting them when in need of these  
services... 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 
 

                                                                                              Michael Xiberras      

       0412 914 332 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
plumbing, drainage, gas fitting, 

backflow prevention, roof plumbing  

 
 

 

 michael@smickplumbing.com.au                Lic No: 246475C 

 

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal services spe-
cialising in: 

 

Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law 
 

Ph: 02 47315899 
www.batemanbattersby.com.au  

enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au   

 

Vic Xiberras:  0418  234  293  
Dianne Xiberras:  0400  774  213  

info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au 
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.   

Services Provided: 
Installation & Service of: 

 Alarm Systems 

 CCTV 

 Video Intercom 
 

Vic Xiberras 
Alarm Technician 

Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753 
Masters Licence:   409 810 455 

Chatnsw.com.au  

F: Haveachat NSW

 Chatnsw@outlook.com 

Have a Chat NSW 
Counselling service 

Robert Azize 
Counsellor 
0417 459 705 

Parish Giving  Parish Notices 

http://www.batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

