
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
 

Visit our website: www.corpuschristi.org.au 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm  
Sunday 7.30am & 9.30am 

 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm 
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday evening from 5.00pm - 
5.45pm in the Meeting Room 

 

Rosary 
Fridays after morning Mass 

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH 
 

Address:  86-92 Andromeda Drive 
   Cranebrook, NSW, 2749 
Postal:      PO Box 21  
   Cranebrook , NSW,  2749 
Phone:     4730 1249 
Email: 
cranebrook@parracatholic.org              
Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ 
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook 
 

Office Hours:   9:00 am - 3:30pm  
           (Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri) 
 

PARISH TEAM:   
 

Parish Priest-Fr Abraham 
Kunnatholy CMI  
      -Abraham.Kunnatholy@parracatholic.org 

     - 0492894167 (emergencies only) 
     - Presbytery:  4729 1675  
 

Mrs Sue Weekes — Secretarial 
Support  
 

Mrs Vanessa Sultana – Office 
Support  
 

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH: 
Corpus Christi Primary –   
ph  4726 2200 (Principal  -   Mrs Sarah 

O’Rourke) 
 

Xavier College – ph 4777 0900             
(Principal  -  Mr Michael Pate) 

First Reading 
Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 
let it rejoice and sing for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God. 
Strengthen all weary hands, 
steady all trembling knees 
and say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 
‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, 
for those the Lord has ransomed shall  
return. 
They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 
everlasting joy on their faces; 
joy and gladness will go with them 
and sorrow and lament be ended. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4 
(R.) Lord, come and save us. 
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 
2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 
3. It is the Lord who loves the just  
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 
Second Reading 
James 5:7-10 
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s  
coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently he 

waits for the precious fruit of the ground 
until it has had the autumn rains and the 
spring rains! You too have to be patient; do 
not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming 
will be soon. Do not make complaints 
against one another, brothers, so as not to 
be brought to judgement yourselves; the 
Judge is already to be seen waiting at the 
gates. For your example, brothers, in  
submitting with patience, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Isaiah 61:1 (Lk 4:18) 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel 
Matthew 11:2-11 
John in his prison had heard what Christ 
was doing and he sent his disciples to ask 
him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or 
have we got to wait for someone else?’  
Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John 
what you hear and see; the blind see again, 
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life 
and the Good News is proclaimed to the 
poor; and happy is the man who does not 
lose faith in me.’ 
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus  
began to talk to the people about John: 
‘What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? 
Then what did you go out to see? A man 
wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who 
wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. 
Then what did you go out for? To see a 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more 
than a prophet: he is the one of whom  
scripture says: Look, I am going to send my 
messenger before you; he will prepare your 
way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the 
children born of women, a greater than John 
the Baptist has never been seen; yet the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he is.’ 

Third Sunday of Advent 
The third candle of Advent symbolises Joy.  As we continue to approach 
Christmas Day, our joy grows more and more.  It takes us back to the  
joyful anticipation of the shepherds who journeyed to see Jesus in  
Bethlehem, even before the wise men.  On this third Sunday of Advent, 
which the Church calls ‘Gaudete Sunday,’ meaning rejoice or praise, we 
light the third candle and rejoice like the shepherds.  For this reason, it is 

called the ‘Shepherd’s Candle,’ and its colour is pink, the liturgical colour for joy. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A - 13TH AND 14TH DECEMBER 2025 
 
 

We, the people of Corpus Christi, seek to grow in living Christ-centred mission, sharing our gifts to 
foster welcome, justice and community in today’s world.  
A very warm welcome to anyone who is new to the parish.   



Feast Days this week 
 

December 13th: St Lucy 
December 14th: St. John of the 
Cross 

Let us Offer Gifts of Prayer 
 
 

For those who are sick: 
Darren Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, 
Marlene Rodger, Fr. Jerome Antogop.  
 

Parish  News 

From Parish Priest’s Desk 

We often say we are eager to welcome the Lord—eager for His peace, eager 

for His guidance, eager for His presence. But eagerness, on its own, is like 

standing at the door with the lights off and the house unprepared. The desire 

is there, but nothing is ready. In the gospel today Jesus praises John the  

Baptist a man who was eager for God and expressed it through courageous 

action, humility and perseverance. 

The readings today remind us of a simple truth: eagerness alone does not 

prepare us for the lord. Desire without action is like a lamp without oil, warm 

in intention, empty in practice.   

In Scripture, whenever God’s people prepared for His coming, their eagerness 

was always accompanied by concrete action. Noah built the ark. Israel  

purified their homes for Passover. John the Baptist called people to  

straighten paths, not just admire them. Mary didn’t just say she was open to 

God’s plan—she rearranged her entire life around it. 

Eagerness becomes fruitful only when it moves our hands, shapes our habits, 

and redirects our priorities. 

So, what does it mean today to act for the Lord’s arrival? If we long for His 

peace, we must first choose forgiveness. - If we long for His joy, we must  

create space by letting go of what drains the soul. - If we long for His  

nearness, we must quiet the noise that fills our days. - If we long for His love, 

we must be willing to love those who challenge us. Every welcome requires 

preparation. Rooms must be tidied, hearts must be opened, paths must be 

straightened. 

This Advent, let us not settle for the warm feeling of eagerness. Let us take 

the steps—sometimes small, sometimes  

demanding—that say to the Lord, “My heart is 

ready, and so is my life.” 

May our desire of the Lord’s coming lead to action, 

and may our action make room for His coming. 

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CMI 

Share Your Gifts This Christmas Season 
 

Liturgical Volunteers for our Christmas Masses… 
Thank you to all our wonderful Liturgical Ministers who have offered their time 
for our Christmas Masses. We still have quite a few openings, so if you're a  
Liturgical Volunteer planning to join us for any of our Masses during Christmas 
time, please take a moment to check the sign-up sheet in the foyer to see 
where your assistance might be needed. Your support is truly appreciated!  

Children’s Nativity Play…  
All children are encouraged and invited to participate in the 
Nativity Play at the 6pm Mass on Christmas Eve.  If you would 
like your child to take part, please write your details on the 
sheet in the foyer. 
(A Rehearsal will take place on Saturday December 20th from 

9am-11am ) 

Christmas Eve Children’s Choir  
We're pleased to share that our Children’s Choir will be going ahead at the 6pm 

Christmas Eve Mass. We warmly invite all children in our parish to join in this 
special celebration. If your child would like to participate, please write their 

name on the sign-up sheet located in the foyer.  
(A Rehearsal will take place on Monday December 22nd from 9am-11am ) 

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention for 
December 

 
 

God of peace, 
 
who through the blood of Your 
Son has reconciled the world to 
Yourself, today we pray for  
Christians 
living amidst wars and violence. 
Even surrounded by pain, may they never 
cease to feel the gentle kindness of your  
presence and the prayers of their brothers 
and sisters in faith. 
For only through You, and strengthened by 
fraternal bonds, 
can they become the seeds of reconciliation, 
builders of hope in ways both small and 
great, capable of forgiving and moving  
forward, of bridging divides, 
and of seeking justice with mercy. 
Lord Jesus, who called blessed 
those who work for peace, 
make us Your instruments of peace 
even where harmony seems impossible. 
Holy Spirit, 
source of hope in the darkest times, 
sustain the faith of those who suffer and 
strengthen their hope. 
Do not let us fall into indifference, 
and make us builders of unity, like Jesus. 
Amen. 

Shalom World Australia 
 

This weekend we welcome visitors from 
Shalom World Australia at each of our 
weekend Masses. They will be introducing 
to us their 24-hour  
Commercial-free, Catholic, Family 
Entertainment channel. More information 
can be found at: www.shalomworld.org 



Novena Mass Roster 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to participate in our Christmas 

Novena. The sign on sheet has been finalised into a roster and is  
available  in both the foyer and the sacristy for all volunteers to check. 

Sacraments at Corpus Christi 
 
 

Baptisms take place on the first and third  
Sunday of each month at 11am. 

Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked 
to contact the Parish Office to book the date of  

baptism and to register for the Rite of Welcome and  
Information Meeting. (These take place on the fourth 

Sunday of the month prior to your child’s baptism.) 
 

Bookings for weddings and funerals are taken on 
request. Please contact the Parish Office 

 

Dates for sacraments of Reconciliation, First Eucharist 
and Confirmation 2026 will be published next  

weekend  

Dates for your diary... 
 

Parish Morning Tea 
 

‘Young in Spirit’ Seniors Group 
 

Our seniors group meets on the last Friday  morning 
of each month after 9.10am Mass in the Parish Office.  

Our next senior’s morning tea will take place on  
 

Friday 30th of January 2026 
 

Please bring a small plate of food to share for  
morning tea. New members are always welcome. 

(Our seniors morning tea for the month of  
December will not take place.) 

Diocesan News 
Liturgical Ministry Formation Course returns 

for 2026 
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Course will be  

returning in February 2026. To avoid  
disappointment, please send signed enrolment forms 
to ofw@parracatholic.org before Friday 23 January. 

Please visit parracatholic.org/liturgical-ministry-
course for more information about this course. 

 

Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of  
Parramatta 

To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the Vatican’s 
Migrant Jubilee Cross will be visiting several parishes 
in the Diocese of Parramatta from 5-11 January. For 
one week, the Diocese of Parramatta will come alive 
with celebrations that recognise the faith, gifts and 

resilience of migrant communities who have  
enriched our parishes, schools and communities. 

Bring your friends and family to experience the Mi-
grant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage at a parish near you. 
Learn more at parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-

cross. 
 

Summer School of Evangelisation 2026 January 
10-16 at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville  

Theme: “Soar” is run by the Disciples of Jesus  
Community and is a truly amazing experience to be 
part of. Come join about 200 young people and be 
open for a unique encounter with the Living God.  
Opportunities for making friends, prayer, Mass, 

sport, adoration, reflection, learning and relaxation. 
Go to the website for more details and to register 

www.summerschool.org.au   https://vqr.vc/jzI8A4lLA 
More info? Call Cos 0410 475 723 

 
 

Christmas Mass times 
 

Our Christmas Mass times for 2025 include: 
 

Wednesday 24th December 6pm (Children’s Mass) 
Wednesday 24th December 8.30pm 

Thursday 25th December 12am (Midnight Mass)  
Thursday 25th of December  9.10am (Christmas  

morning Mass) 
 

No Mass will be celebrated on Boxing Day, December 26th. 
 

Christmas Morning Tea (This Weekend!) 
Our final parish monthly morning tea for 2025 will be  

Christmas themed. We warmly invite each and everyone to come along, bring 
a plate of your family favourite Christmas food and enjoy the  

companionship of our parish family. The morning tea will take place after the 
9.30am Mass on December 14th. 

 

Our 6pm Weekday Masses will be replaced by the Novena Masses on  
December 16th, 17th and 23rd. 9.10am Masses will be celebrated as normal. 

mailto:ofw@parracatholic.org
http://parracatholic.org/liturgical-ministry-course
http://parracatholic.org/liturgical-ministry-course


Gospel Reflection 
Why would John the Baptist send messengers to question Jesus? 
We recall from last week’s gospel passage that John had a  
somewhat ‘fire and brimstone’ perception of what Jesus would 
be like. Perhaps as he sat in his prison cell John began to wonder 
whether Jesus was indeed the Messiah that John believed him 
to be. Perhaps the question was not for himself but rather for 
his disciples that he sent to Jesus. Given the answer that Jesus 
provided them, perhaps John’s intention was for the disciples to 
recognise that Jesus was in fact the one that John had  
proclaimed and that the disciples should switch their allegiance 
to Jesus. John probably guessed that he would not be leaving 
that prison alive and may have been leading his disciples to the 
next step in their discipleship by having them go and scrutinise 
Jesus. 

The indirect answer that Jesus provides to the query would have 
not sounded like such a roundabout response as it does to us. 
The picture Jesus describes of the blind seeing, the lame  
walking, lepers cleansed, and the deaf hearing would have been 
very familiar to those who were listening and the first audience 
of this gospel. These were signs of the coming of the Messiah 
that had been foretold by the prophets. In his answer, Jesus 
effectively says, ‘Well, all the things that are supposed to  
happen when the Messiah comes are happening now with me. 
There’s your answer!’  

The reading continues to build on the Advent themes of  
anticipation, preparedness and hope. As we draw closer to the 
celebration of the Nativity, in this reading is confirmation that 
our hope is not misplaced. Today’s readings emphasise the joy 
that lies in the anticipation and expectation of what is coming.  

Historical Context – Least and Greatest 
Jesus declares that the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
even than John whom he has just finishing praising as greatest 
of all men. It is an indication that in the kingdom, things are not 
as they are on earth. The blind, lame, deaf, poor and lepers that 
Jesus named earlier would have been seen as the very lowest of 
society. Their afflictions were seen as punishments from God 
and so it was assumed that they, or their parents, had done 
something to deserve this punishment. Jesus rejects this  
interpretation and shows these people to be the most open to 
responding to his message. 

Scriptural context – John the Baptist 
Jesus is not recorded as asking the messengers about John’s 
wellbeing. He doesn’t appear to express any concern about 
John’s imprisonment. Yet Jesus must have felt this situation very 
deeply. John the Baptist and Jesus were related; they were  
cousins. The depth of his feeling is reflected when Jesus speaks 
so positively and powerfully about John. It reads almost as a 
eulogy that might be given at a funeral; praising the greatness of 
the deceased. Yet regardless of John’s greatness, Jesus assures 
his audience that even the least in the kingdom is greater than 
John. 

Living the Gospel – Gaudete! 
The third Sunday of Advent was traditionally known as Gaudete 
Sunday. The word, gaudete, (pronounced gow-day-tay) is from 
Latin and means Rejoice! The name was given to this Sunday 
because the entrance antiphon for the day is: ‘Rejoice in the 
Lord always; again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near.’ When Advent 
was observed as a more penitential season, this third Sunday 
was a break from the sombre mood and was more celebratory. 

The rose-coloured candle in the Advent wreath and  
rose-coloured vestments convey a mood of joy and celebration. 

Questions for Adolescents 
Q. If a prophet were predicting signs of the coming of the  
Messiah today, what might those signs be? 

Q. What do you think John’s messengers did after they left  
Jesus? 

Q. Why might the gospel writer highlight the fulfilment of 
prophecies about John? 

Q. What role does John serve in the Jesus story? 

Questions for Adults 
Q. In what way were the signs Jesus described an answer to 
John’s question? 

Q. What evidence can be found in this passage to indicate that 
Jesus admired John the Baptist? 

Q. How might Jesus’ audience have responded to the idea of the 
least being greatest in the kingdom? 

Q. In what ways does this final comment pose a challenge for us 
today? 

Learning moments 
Create a visual display entitled Signs of the Kingdom composed 
of words and images that portray signs that people today are 
helping to bring about the Kingdom in a variety of ways. You 
might include people from your local community who do small 
and often unnoticed things to make a difference in the lives of 
others and help contribute to the building of the kingdom. 
 

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 
The Right Question 

John was languishing in prison, held captive by the local agent of 
the Roman Empire. Perhaps he was looking for evidence that 
Jesus was the One who would throw off Roman despotism. In 
answer to his questing, Jesus replied that John should rather 
look at what was happening on the ground in His healing minis-
try and orientation to the poor. Those are the signs that the 
reign of God has begun. 

I admire John the Baptist because he was prepared to seek and 
accept the answer to the question which was crucial to him, 
even though the answer might upset his preconceptions. He was 
a true seeker after Truth.  

All our activities as a parish in building community, forming 
faith, serving the poor, participating in the liturgy, should be 
undertaken so that a seeker after Truth might see and hear the 
evidence of the presence and mission of the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ amongst us. 

We could pause for a moment to simply pray in the spirit of Ad-
vent: ‘Come, Lord Jesus’ to satisfy the restlessness of the 
questing heart. 
 

REFLECTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE – by Lisa-Marie 
Calderone-Stewart 

More than any other season of the year, the weeks before 
Christmas are a time when young people learn patience and 
hope. Imaginations run wild with visions of holidays and pre-
sents, and the weeks seem to take forever. 

Who is the most patient and hopeful person you know? What is 
she or he like? How does her or his patience and sense of hope 
affect others? How can you try to be like that person? 

What is something you are hoping for? What is something you 
are expecting, something that makes it hard to be patient?  

 

Third Sunday of Advent Year A—13th and 14th December 2025 



For Children 
 Sunday 14th of December—Third Sunday of Advent—Year A  

 

First Reading 
God's Splendor Will Be Seen 
Thirsty deserts will be glad; 
barren lands will celebrate 
and blossom with flowers. 
Deserts will bloom everywhere 
and sing joyful songs. 
They will be as majestic 
as Mount Lebanon, 
as glorious as Mount Carmel 
or Sharon Valley. 
Everyone will see 
the wonderful splendor 
of the Lord our God. 
 

Second Reading 
Be Patient and Kind 
My friends, be patient until the Lord returns. Think of farmers who wait patiently for the autumn and 
spring rains to make their valuable crops grow. Be patient like those farmers and don't give up. The 
Lord will soon be here! Don't grumble about each other or you will be judged, and the judge is right 
outside the door. 
My friends, follow the example of the prophets who spoke for the Lord. They were patient, even 
when they had to suffer. 
 
Gospel Reading: 
 John was in prison when he heard what Christ was doing. So John sent some of his followers 3 to 
ask Jesus, “Are you the one we should be looking for? Or must we wait for someone else?” 

Jesus answered, “Go and tell John what you have heard and seen.  The blind are now able to see, 
and the lame can walk. People with leprosy are being healed, and the deaf can hear. The dead are 
raised to life, and the poor are hearing the good news. God will bless everyone who doesn't reject 
me because of what I do.” 

As John's followers were going away, Jesus spoke to the crowds about John: 

What sort of person did you go out into the desert to see? Was he like tall grass blown about by the 
wind? What kind of man did you go out to see? Was he someone dressed in fine clothes? People 
who dress like that live in the king's palace. What did you really go out to see? Was he a prophet? 
He certainly was. I tell you that he was more than a prophet. In the Scriptures God says about him, “I 
am sending my messenger ahead to get things ready for you.” I tell you no one ever born on this 
earth is greater than John the Baptist. But whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
John. 
 

Discussion Starters: 

Who is the special person we are waiting for at Christmas? 

Why is Jesus so special? 

Who are the people in the world who need Jesus? 

Why do we need Jesus?  

Let us pray that Jesus will come into people’s hearts this Christmas. 



Children’s Worksheet 



 
Diocesan News 



Safeguarding Training 
 

As part of the Diocese of Parramatta’s commitment to  
ensuring all children and adults at risk are safe,  
respected, protected and supported in our care, all staff 
and volunteers in our parishes, chaplaincies, agencies, 
ministries and councils are required to complete Man-
datory Safeguarding.  
For online  training opportunities please visit: 
https:learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 
For more information, please 
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
 
 

Planned Giving/Parish Donations 
Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish and also 

contributes towards outreach in our parish community and beyond. 

If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details are:  

BSB:   067 950  
Acct No:  100000698 
Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish  
 

Please ensure you put your details in the reference section (ENVELOPE N# 
OR SURNAME) 

Please contact the Parish Office (02 4730 1249) if you  

 are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the envelope 
system and would like to change to credit card or direct debit;  

 would like to join the Planned Giving Program. 

With many thanks to all these local businesses who support our 
parish throughout the year.   

Please consider supporting them when in need of these  
services... 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 
 

                                                                                              Michael Xiberras      

       0412 914 332 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
plumbing, drainage, gas fitting, 

backflow prevention, roof plumbing  

 
 

 

 michael@smickplumbing.com.au                Lic No: 246475C 

 

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal services spe-
cialising in: 

 

Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law 
 

Ph: 02 47315899 
www.batemanbattersby.com.au  

enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au   

 

Vic Xiberras:  0418  234  293  
Dianne Xiberras:  0400  774  213  

info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au 
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.   

Services Provided: 
Installation & Service of: 

 Alarm Systems 

 CCTV 

 Video Intercom 
 

Vic Xiberras 
Alarm Technician 

Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753 
Masters Licence:   409 810 455 

Chatnsw.com.au  

F: Haveachat NSW

 Chatnsw@outlook.com 

Have a Chat NSW 
Counselling service 

Robert Azize 
Counsellor 
0417 459 705 

Parish Giving  Parish Notices 

http://www.batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

