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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A - 29TH AND 30TH NOVEMBER 2025

We, the people of Corpus Christi, seek to grow in living Christ-centred mission, sharing our gifts to foster
welcome, justice and community in today’s world.
A very warm welcome to anyone who is new to the parish.

From Parish Priest’s Desk

Advent reminds us of a profound truth: the Lord comes to us every single day. He comes in the
quiet moments of prayer, in the kindness of a friend, in the needs of the poor, in the beauty of
creation, and in the whisper of our own conscience. But the question is: Do we have the eyes
to see Him, the ears to hear Him, and the heart to feel His presence?

So often, God passes by gently—never forcing Himself, never demanding attention. Like a soft
knock on the door, His presence is simple, humble, and easily overlooked. This is why Jesus
repeatedly invites us to stay awake. Not in fear, but in attentiveness.

Advent is the season that calls us to amend our ways, to clear the clutter that prevents us from
recognising Him. It is a time to slow down, to return to

prayer, to seek forgiveness, to practise charity, and to cultivate a heart that is alert and
receptive.

Let this Advent be different. Let it be the moment we sharpen our spiritual senses. How can we
sharpen our spiritual senses. Devout participation in holy eucharist, worthy reception of
sacrament of reconciliation, and charitable

activities help us to sharpen our spiritual senses and there by helps us to prepare for Christmas
in a meaningful way.

Let it be the time we truly open our hearts so that we do not miss the Lord who comes—
quietly, daily, lovingly.

May we walk these weeks with renewed awareness, so that when Christ comes, we welcome
Him with true joy not limiting ourselves with externals. Let this Christ-
mas preparation days be meaningful to all of you.

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CM|
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Flrst Sunday of Advcnt

The first candle on the Advent wreath represents Hope. The Flrst
Sunday of Advent not only leads us to anticipate the birth of Christ, &
it also celebrates the beginning of a new liturgical season. It is pumle
the primary colour of Advent and a colour symbolising royalty.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
SATURDAY VIGIL 6pm
SUNDAY 7.30am & 9.30am

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am

RECONCILIATION

Saturday evening from 5.00pm -
5.45pm in the Meeting Room

ROSARY
Fridays after morning Mass

::': Office Hours:

First Reading

Isaiah 2:1-5

The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in
the kingdom of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 121:1-2. 4-5.6-9.R. see v.1.

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Second Reading

Romans 13:11-14

The time has come, our salvation is near.
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah's
day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For
in those days before the Flood people were
eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands,
right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and
they suspected nothing till the Flood came and
swept all away. It will be like this when the Son
of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one
is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone
grinding, one is taken, one left.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH

Address: 86-92 Andromeda Drive
Cranebrook, NSW, 2749

Postal: PO Box 21
Cranebrook , NSW, 2749
Phone: 47301249

Email: cranebrook@parracatholic.org
Facebook:

www.facebook.com/
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook

9:00 am - 3:30pm
(Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri)

i{ PARISH TEAM:

i{ Parish Priest-Fr Abraham Kunnatholy
Hemi

-Abraham.Kunnatholy@parracatholic.org
- 0492894167 (emergencies only)
- Presbytery: 4729 1675

Mrs Sue Weekes — Secretarial
Support
Mrs Vanessa Sultana — Office Support

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH:
Corpus Christi Primary — ph 4726 2200
(Principal - Mrs Sarah O’Rourke)

Xavier College — ph 4777 0900
(Principal - Mr Michael Pate)

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.

Visit our website: www.corpuschristi.org.au
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AS WE PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS...
Liturgical events:

RECONCILIATION
A Second Rite of Reconciliation with visiting priests will
take place on TUESDAY 9TH OF DECEMBER AT 7PM

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

MINISTRY ROSTER FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2026

This year, we will not be using the voluntary sign-on system for
the Liturgical Ministry roster during January, as we have in
previous years. Instead, all Liturgical Volunteers will receive the
regular roster for January and February 2026 in mid-December.
As many of you may be away over the holiday period and
during January, we kindly ask that you review your calendars

and inform the Parish Office of any dates when you will be

Our Christmas Mass times for 2025 include: unavailable. Please do so before Wednesday December 3rd.

WEDNESDAY 24TH DECEMBER 6PM (CHILDREN’S MASS)

WEDNESDAY 24TH DECEMBER 8.30PM
THURSDAY 25TH DECEMBER 12AM (MIDNIGHT MASS)
THURSDAY 25TH OF DECEMBER 9.10AM (CHRISTMAS

MORNING MASS)

No Mass will be celebrated on Boxing Day, December 26th.

NEW MINISTRIES EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Thank you to everyone who have added their names to one of
the expressions of interest sheets for our new
proposed Parish Ministries. Throughout December and into
January, we will continue to seek expressions of
interest from anyone who may be interested in leading any of
the groups. With enough leaders, we will be able to start some

of these new ministries early in 2026.
@ The expression of interest sign on sheet is available in

the foyer.

Social events:

CHRISTMAS MORNING TEA
Our final parish monthly morning tea for 2025 will be
Christmas themed. We warmly invite each and everyone to

come along, bring a plate of your family favourite Christmas

food and enjoy the companionship of our parish family. The
morning tea will take place after the 9.30am Mass on December
14th.

SACRAMENTS AT CORPUS CHRISTI

Baptisms take place on the first and third Sunday of each
month at 11am.

Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to
contact the Parish Office to book the date of baptism and to
register for the Rite of Welcome and Information Meeting.

(These take place on the fourth Sunday of the month prior to
your child’s baptism.)
Bookings for weddings and funerals are taken on request.
Please contact the Parish Office

SHARE YOUR GIFTS THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON

Liturgical Volunteers for our Christmas Masses...

All our Liturgical Ministers are warmly invited to participate in
our Christmas Masses. If you would like to take part, please add
your name to the sign on sheets which are in the foyer.

Children’s Nativity Play...
All children are encouraged and invited to participate in the Na-
tivity Play at the 6pm Mass on Christmas Eve.

(Rehearsals times will be published next week)
If you would like your child to take part, please write your
details on the sheet in the foyer.

Christmas Eve Children’s Choir

Although not yet confirmed, we are hoping to have a children’s
choir at our 6pm Christmas Eve Mass. More information about
this will be available next weekend.

Our sacraments of penance, First Eucharist and
confirmation are already complete for 2025. Dates for 2026
will be published later in the year.

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK

December 3rd: St. Francis Xavier
December 4th: St. John of Damascus
December 6th: St. Nicholas
December 7th: St. Ambrose

POPE LEO XIV’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER

VINNIES FOOD HAMPERS FOR CHRISTMAS

Vinnies are making Christmas hampers this year and need food
items for the hampers
The items in need are tin ham, custard, Christmas Puddings
Chips, Lollies, Drinks or any other Christmas food items or

For The Prevention of Suicide
Let us pray that those who are struggling with
suicidal thoughts might find the support, care, and
love they need in their community, and be open to
the beauty of life.

decorations.

Vinnies are also in need some gift cards $20-$30 from any major

retail companies (Woolies, Coles or Myer ) to go with
the family hampers.

LET US OFFER GIFTS OF PRAYER

Recently Deceased:
Tania Du Casse - 26/11/25 (54 Years)

Anniversaries:
Bernardo R. Chanyungco.

Thank you for your ongoing support

We also keep in our prayers all those in our November
Remembrance scroll
For those who are sick:
Darren Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, Marlene Rodger,
Fr. Jerome Antogop.

Mass will be celebrated for

VIRGIN MARY
On Monday 8th of December at 9.10am
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next parish morning tea will take place on
SUNDAY 14TH OF DECEMBER

Corpus Christi and family to join us both for Mass

Catholic Parish and Christmas themed morning tea
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o2 Drive Our seniors group meets on the last Friday
morning of each month after 9.10am Mass in
the Parish Office. Our next senior’s morning tea
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FRIDAY 30TH OF JANUARY 2026

Please bring a small plate of food to share for
o ' morning tea. New members are always
¢S welcome.

(Our seniors morning tea for the month of
December will not take place.)

7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY 1 | Dlocesan News

Special Mass Intention - Family

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal -
7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY 2 supporting Catholic Care Grief and Loss

£ 2 Tuesday
Special Mass Intention - Youth Counselling
7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY 3 S Christmas is drawir)g near, and with it the
Special Mass Intention - Family promise that God is with us. For many in
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains,
7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY 4 Thursday that promise is needed right now. Many
Special Mass Intention - Expectant Mothers individuals and families are carrying

grief, stress and uncertainty — wrestling with
the rising cost-of-living, unstable work and
the heartbreak of losing a loved one. Your
7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY 6 generosity is the way to open the doors of
Speelal Mazz Intentlon - The Slek and thoze In need of Healing saturday hope for the broken'hearted ensuring that no
one in our community grieves alone.

7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY 5
Special Mass Intention - Grandparents

2] 7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY 7 Saras

o Special Mazz Intention - Community Service Workerz TN The BiShOpS Christmas
7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY § Appeal will take place at

22 Speelal Mazz Intentlon - Jobk Seekers and Thoze Looking for a Monday Corpus christi this

Carrer change or Viza Approval

23 7.00PM NOVENA MASS - DAY 9 and 30th

E ¥ g Tuesday
Dec Special Mass Intention - Married Couples

INVITE TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR NOVENA MASSES : é DIOCESE of PARRAMATTA
We invite our valued Liturgical Ministers and parishioners to

participate in our upcoming Novena Masses. (See above) OPEN THE DOORS
Your spiritual support is a blessing to our parish family. We OF HOPE TO

would be grateful for your participation. Over the nine days GRIEVING HEARTS
we will be in need of Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Acolytes, THIS CHRISTMAS
Altar Servers, Data Operators and people to bring forward ‘Blessed are they that mourn for they shall
the offertory.

If you’re interested in participating, please place your name

. A Bishop’s Christmas Appeal
on the sign-on sheet in the foyer. parracatholic.org/appeal




"Living Word

First Sunday of Advent Year A—29th and 30th November 2025

Entrance Antiphon

Cf Psalm 24:1-3

To you, | lift up my soul, O my God.

In you, | have trusted; let me not be put to
shame.

Nor let my enemies exult over me;

and let none who hope in you be put to
shame.

First Reading

Isaiah 2:1-5

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz,
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In the days to come

the mountain of the Temple of the Lord
shall tower above the mountains

and be lifted higher than the hills.

All the nations will stream to it,

peoples without number will come to it;
and they will say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord,

to the Temple of the God of Jacob

that he may teach us his ways

so that we may walk in his paths;

since the Law will go out from Zion,

and the oracle of the Lord from
Jerusalem.’

He will wield authority over the nations
and adjudicate between many peoples;
these will hammer their swords into
ploughshares,

their spears into sickles.

Nation will not lift sword against nation,
there will be no more training for war.

O House of Jacob, come,

let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm

Ps121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1.

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the
Lord.

1. I rejoiced when | heard them say: ‘Let
us go to God’s house.’

And now our feet are standing within your
gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)

2. It is there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord.

For Israel’s law it is, there to praise the
Lord’s name. There were set the thrones
of judgement of the house of David. (R.)

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray:

‘Peace be to your homes!

May peace reign in your walls,

in your palaces, peace!’ (R.)

4. For love of my brethren and friends |
say: ‘Peace upon you!’

For love of the house of the Lord

I will ask for your good. (R.)

Second Reading

Romans 13:11-14

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must
wake up now: our salvation is even nearer
than it was when we were converted. The
night is almost over, it will be daylight
soon — let us give up all the things we
prefer to do under the cover of the dark;
let us arm ourselves and appear in the
light. Let us live decently as people do in
the daytime: no drunken orgies, no
promiscuity or licentiousness, and no
wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Psalm 84:8

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in
Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of
Man comes. For in those days before the
Flood people were eating, drinking, taking
wives, taking husbands, right up to the
day Noah went into the ark, and they
suspected nothing till the Flood came and
swept all away. It will be like this when the
Son of Man comes. Then of two men in
the fields one is taken, one left; of two
women at the millstone grinding, one is
taken, one left.

‘So stay awake, because you do not know
the day when your master is coming. You
may be quite sure of this that if the
householder had known at what time of
the night the burglar would come, he
would have stayed awake and would not
have allowed anyone to break through the
wall of his house. Therefore, you too must
stand ready because the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.’
Communion Antiphon

Psalm 84:13

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our
earth shall yield its increase.

“And what | say
to you | say to all:

Stay awake!”

Mark 13:37

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
Wake up to the Poetry

Our Lord loved to unfurl the scroll of the
Prophet Isaiah in his local synagogue. The
poetic image of swords being hammered
into ploughshares reverberated into his
renouncing violence against the Roman
occupying army in his own time. When
will this picture come true for all human
beings for all time?
Only God knows! We don’t know any
more than we know when a burglar might
target our home. But our ignorance of
God’s timetable is no excuse for being
fatalistic and sleepy. We have our own
span of life providing the timetable for our
own contribution to the hammering of
swords into ploughshares.
Recent Popes, especially St John Paul I,
have taken up this theme for our times,
teaching more restrictive criteria for using
armed force, even dropping the term ‘just
war’ to very small print in the Catechism.
We could pause for a moment to pray to
be awake to our opportunities to shape
society in the light of the vision of Isaiah
and the practice of Jesus the Prince of
Peace.

REFLECTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE -

by Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart
Heaven is surely the place without war
and tools of destruction. Why can’t earth
also be such a place? Why can’t swords
and spears and tools of war and violence
be turned into ploughshares and pruning
hooks and tools for growing things and
cultivating life? It would be the best way
to get ready for Jesus.
Name some personality traits that could
be thought of as ‘swords and spears’, such
as gossiping or using sarcasm and
put-downs. Are there ‘swords and spears’
in your personality?
How can you cultivate spiritual life and
growth in your own personality? The
world seems to be getting more violent.
We see it all the time on television.
Why is the world such a violent place?
What do you think are the contributing
factors to the attitude that violence is an
acceptable way to respond to conflict?
How can a group of young people
concerned about violence affect their
neighbourhood or school?



REFLECTION by Greg Sunter
Gospel Reflection
The first Sunday of Advent sees the commencement of the new
liturgical year. This new liturgical cycle is referred to as Year A
and features the gospel of Matthew. (Year B features the gospel
of Mark and Year C, that we have just completed, features the
gospel of Luke.) Advent comes from the Latin word Adventus
which literally means ‘coming’; it is also reflected in the Greek
word Parousia, which is used to describe the second coming of
Jesus. So Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation of the
coming of Christ into the world that is celebrated in the Nativity
at Christmas. The gospel passage chosen for today’s reading
richly expresses that anticipation and need for preparation.
It may seem a little confusing that we begin our year-long
exploration of the gospel of Matthew by taking a reading from
chapter 24. However, the need for readiness and alertness that
Jesus speaks about in relation to the coming of the Kingdom is
equally suitable for a modern audience when preparing to
celebrate once again the coming of Jesus into the world. Jesus is
the best expression of the Kingdom that we have vyet
experienced and so rather than seeing the choice of this passage
as a confusion, we should recognise the alignment that exists
between the anticipation of the Kingdom and the anticipation of
the Nativity.
The two great feasts of Christianity — the Nativity and Easter —
are each preceded by a period of preparation: Advent and Lent.
The emphasis of these seasons is on the mental and spiritual
preparation to fully enter into one of the great mysteries of
faith. In the Nativity, we celebrate God become human; God
present in the world in a physical way. Advent is a time to
remember the many and varied ways that God continues to be
present in the world.
Gospel Focus — Get Ready!
Jesus draws a parallel between the people in Noah’s time and
the people of his own time. What it reflects is a complacency
that periodically overtook the Jewish people. When the people
bound themselves to God in covenant their lives gradually
became better. Inevitably, their lives improved to such a state
that they forgot God was responsible for their blessings. They
ignored their relationship with God and became complacent
about their good fortune. Ultimately, their comfort was brought
to an end and they recognised once again their need for God.
Jesus calls the people to get ready because the pattern is
repeating itself.
Scriptural context — Burglars in the night
The teachings and sayings of Jesus reveal him to be a clever
public speaker and story teller. His use of imagery and language
captivated the imagination of his audience. However, we have
tended to endow his every word with awesome significance and
layers of meaning. Today’s reading is an example where Jesus
used a confronting image simply to gain his audience’s
attention. He does not intend to suggest that God sneaks up on
us like a burglar and is seeking to catch us out. The image
conveys the need to prepare for what might happen
unexpectedly.
Historical Context — The Advent Wreath
One of the major symbols of the Advent season is the wreath.
The encircling wreath is symbolic of God without beginning or
end and the green foliage represents our hope in God. There are
usually five candles in the wreath, a central white candle
representing the light of Christ that came into the world and
then four outside candles that are usually purple and rose

coloured. The first candle is generally symbolic of Hope and
Expectation. The third candle — the rose or pink candle —
celebrates the Joy that is anticipated in the coming of Christ. The
progressive lighting of the candles marks the journey towards
the Nativity.
Questions for Adolescents
Q. Why does Jesus draw a parallel between the people of
Noah’s time and the people of his own time?
Q. For what is it that Jesus is urging the people to be ready?
Q. Why do we need a designated period of preparation during
Advent?
Q. In what ways can Advent be a time of preparation for
Christmas?
Questions for Adults
Q. When Jesus speaks of the ‘coming of the Son of Man’, to
what is he referring?
Q. In what ways does the image of the burglar work as a call to
vigilance and alertness?
Q. In what ways is Advent like Lent?
Q. How can you better enter into observing Advent as a time of
preparation?
Learning moments
Prepare an Advent wreath that can be used in your group to
mark the journey through Advent. Further research the meaning
and symbolism of the wreath and the colours of Advent.
Identify ways in which you can enter into the season of Advent
in your home.
Create a prayer that you can use throughout Advent.

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA
This feast celebrates the power and authority of Christ by
creating a collage of images that capture one or more
characteristics of Christ’s kingship. Each image reinterprets the
concept of king, investing it with new meaning. Gathered
together they create a kind of litany that extols the kingship of
Christ.
Shepherd and commander call to mind the care and protection
that Christ lavishes on those who place themselves under his
care. King of Israel is a sign of universal rule. Image of the
Invisible God acclaims the divine origin of Christ and of the rule
that he exercises over all. First born of all Creation places Christ
over the entire created world. Source of all Created Things
acknowledges both the sovereignty of Christ and his importance
as the model after which all things were fashioned. Head of the
Body, the Church underscores the intimacy and interrelationship
that exist between Christ and all those who are joined to him
through faith and baptism. Firstborn of the Dead not only
acclaims Christ’s resurrection, but it also guarantees the
resurrection of those who will follow him into death. Crucified
King is clearly the image that reinterprets all other images.
The entire liturgical year is brought to completion in the last
words of the gospel: ‘Today you will be with me in Paradise.’
These are the words that we all long to hear, words that are
empty when coming from one who has no authority, but
charged with power when spoken by the one who is king over us
all.
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For Children

SUNDAY 30TH OF NOVEMBER—FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT—YEAR A

FIRST READING

Peace That Lasts Forever
This is the message | was given about Judah and Jerusalem:
In the future, the mountain
with the Lord's temple

will be the highest of all.

It will reach above the hills;
every nation will rush to it.
Many people will come and say,
“Let's go to the mountain

of the Lord God of Jacob

and worship in his temple.”
The Lord will teach us his Law
from Jerusalem,

and we will obey him.

He will settle arguments
between nations.

They will pound their swords
and their spears

into rakes and shovels;

they will never make war

or attack one another.

People of Israel, let's live

by the light of the Lord.

SECOND READING

The Day When Christ Returns

You know what sort of times we live in, and so you should live properly. It is time to wake up. You know
that the day when we will be saved is nearer now than when we first put our faith in the Lord. Night is
almost over, and day will soon appear. We must stop behaving as people do in the dark and be ready to
live in the light. So behave properly, as people do in the day. Don't go to wild parties or get drunk or be
vulgar or indecent. Don't quarrel or be jealous. Let the Lord Jesus Christ be as near to you as the clothes
you wear. Then you won't try to satisfy your selfish desires.

GosPEL READING:

When the Son of Man appears, things will be just as they were when Noah lived. People were eating,
drinking, and getting married right up to the day the flood came and Noah went into the big boat. They
didn't know anything was happening until the flood came and swept them all away. This is how it will be
when the Son of Man appears.

Two men will be in the same field, but only one will be taken. The other will be left. Two women will be
together grinding grain, but only one will be taken. The other will be left. So be on your guard! You
don't know when your Lord will come. Homeowners never know when a thief is coming, and they are
always on guard to keep one from breaking in. Always be ready! You don't know when the Son of Man
will come.

DISCUSSION STARTERS:

What are some things you look forward to?
How do you get ready to prepare for them?
Today we begin Advent — a time where we prepare for the coming of Jesus.

Jesus asks us to live properly. How can we live properly?
How can we make Advent a time of preparation this week?



Children’s Worksheet

Ctay Avake! Be ﬁeqdy!’

During the season of Advwen? we prepare for the arrival of Jesus.
What are three things you can da ta be ready for Jesus during this firs? week: of Advent?

I .

y—mslmplu nr-w-mrﬁ-rnw Alwlﬂys au} I‘Ed+e_\
U don't @ the

of 'i‘ will come.
u )




Diocesan News

PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

(hrifmni CAROLS

Celebrate the spirit of Christmas with our funfilled Christmas Carols event.

1t saturday 6th December [} St Michael’s School Hall

ﬂ 6:30pm (After Mass) 1 Chapel Ln, Baulkham Hills

BYO

Picnic Chairs & Rug, Food, Snacks & Drinks, *
Candles (electric only).
Wear Your Best Christmas Outfit.

]
Sausage Sizzleavailable for $2.50 l |
]

J ‘/7 PARRAMATIA
SINGIANEWISONG!

HOIDAY,
MUSICAWORRSHOP.

COME ALONG FOR A FUN DAY OF SINGING AND ﬁ
EXPLORATION OF SACRED MUSIC

SESSION DATE & TIME [

Primary & High School
Years 4 - 12

WEDNESDAY 21 JANUARY
9:30am - 2pm
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL, CLOISTER HALL

MORNING TEA & LUNCH PROVIDED

STUDENTS WILL FORM A CHOIR TO LEAD THE
J_l.xUKL, AT THE 1AM SOLEMN MASS
WITH BISHOP VINCENT g |

J7

SCAN THE QR CODE J

REGIST RAH(}N;;S,LO sgﬁawrv{smv 14 JANUARY

In one of his first masses, the newly elected Pope Leo XIV drew attention to
his role as the Successor of Peter, drawing on the rich treasures of the
scriptures and tradition to highlight the role of Peter, especially in the Gospel
of Matthew.

Pope Leo began with the famous words of Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God" (Mt 16:16). With these words, Peter — questioned by the
Master, together with the other disciples, about his faith in Him
- summarizes the patrimony that the Church has guarded, deepened, and
transmitted for two thousand years through apostolic succession, i.e. Jasus
is the Christ, the Son of the living God; the only Saviour and the one who
reveals the face of the Father.

Pope Leo continues, “In his response, Peter grasps both of these things: the
gift of God and the path to be followed in order to be transformed by it.”

He emphasised the importance of bearing witness, as Peter and the
apostles did, to our joyful faith in Christ our Saviour, calling Christians to
offer their witness in a world that often finds faith “absurd™ and to be

“mocked, opposed, despised or at least best tolerated or pitied.”

In the production of the musical “The Witness”, the Community of Mary
Queen of the Family Parish Blacktown, proclaims the Good News and the
Gospel of Jesus in a rather non-traditional way — not through preaching or
teaching, but through words and song.

“The Witness” not only tells the story of the life of Jesus but does so through
the eyes of Peter the apostle and takes us through the highs and lows of this
remarkable event in human history.

It is a visual and sensory experience through which the Gospel, the Good
News that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, is proclaimed.

Our parish community hopes that this experience will help all to a deeper
understanding of their faith in Jesus Christ and a commitment to a personal
encounter with him, an encounter such as Peter and the disciples which
they would proclaim to the ends of the earth.

Father Wim Hoekstra
Parish Priest,
Mary Queen of the Family Parish

The Withess

THE MUSICAL
THAT WILL TURN YOUR LIFE AROUND

Commissioning Mass & Welcome
Saturday 29" November, 9 am — 12noon
St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown
Bring a plate to share.

Register here




Parish Notices

PARISH KEYS

The Parish Office is currently conducting a key audit to
help keep the amount of parish keys distributed to vol-
unteers to a minimum. This will help to support the se-
curity of our parish. All volunteers who have a key are
required to bring their key to the Parish Office as soon
as is convenient for verification, or to return it if you no
longer have a need for a parish key. Cooperation with
this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you to everyone who has already had their key
verified or returned.

" Parish Giving

Planned Giving/Parish Donations
Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish and also
contributes towards outreach in our parish community and beyond.
If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details are:

BSB: 067 950
Acct No: 100000698
Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish

Please ensure you put your details in the reference section (ENVELOPE N#
OR SURNAME)
Please contact the Parish Office if you
O are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the envelope
system and would like to change to credit card or direct debit;
¢ would like to join the Planned Giving Program.

With many thanks to all these local businesses who support our
parish throughout the year.

Please consider supporting them when in need of these
services...

SMICK

plumbing services

-

michael@smickplumbing.com.au

plumbing, drainage, gas fitting,
backflow prevention, roof plumbing

Lic No: 246475C

Michael Xiberras
0412 914 332

Services Provided:
Installation & Service of:

* Alarm Systems
* CCTV
* Video Intercom

Vic Xiberras
Alarm Technician
Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753
Masters Licence: 409 810 455

\
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SECURITY

INSTALLATIONS

Vic Xiberras: 0418 234 293
Dianne Xiberras: 0400 774 213
info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.

Bateman Battershy

L A W Y E R S8

cialising in:
Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law
Ph: 02 47315899

www.batemanbattersby.com.au
enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal services spe-

W% NEPI
FUNE

AN VALLEY

Traditional Care with Dignity & Respect

Tel: 4722 8222 24hrs / 7 days
Local family owned and operated.

Shop 4/ 2-6 Castlereagh Street, Penrith

Have a Chat NSW

Counselling service

Robert Azize

Counsellor
0417 459 705

Chatnsw.com.au
F: Haveachat NSW
Chatnsw@outlook.com

EMPOWERING ABILITY JOURNEY

Registered NDIS Provider & Home Care Provider
We specialise in high-intensity nursing support and homecare services for
people aged 40 and above, living with physical, psychosocial, and mental

health challenges.

1300 045 841 / 0421 289 094
info@empoweringabilityjourney.com.au
www.empoweringabilityjourney.com.au

Jordan Springs NSW 2747
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RETIREM ENT ADVICE

SELF-MANAGED
SUPERANNUATION

AGED CARE... and more

!‘ CLARITY

Ph:1300 187 358
Suite 7, 488 High St, Penrith

Your local
financial planner

o s E=

Matthew Corry

Flnanaal Advisor

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING.
FOR MORE DETAILS
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
ON 4730 1249.



http://www.batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

