
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
 

Visit our website: www.corpuschristi.org.au 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm  
Sunday 7.30am & 9.30am 

 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday & Wednesday at 6pm 
Thursday & Friday at 9.10am 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday evening from 5.00pm - 
5.45pm in the Meeting Room 

 

Rosary 
Fridays after morning Mass 

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH 
 

Address:  86-92 Andromeda Drive 
   Cranebrook, NSW, 2749 
Postal:      PO Box 21  
   Cranebrook , NSW,  2749 
Phone:     4730 1249 
Email: cranebrook@parracatholic.org              
Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ 
CorpusChristiParishCranebrook 
 

Office Hours:   9:00 am - 3:30pm  
           (Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri) 
 

PARISH TEAM:   
 

Parish Priest-Fr Abraham Kunnatholy 
CMI  
      -Abraham.Kunnatholy@parracatholic.org 

     - 0492894167 (emergencies only) 
     - Presbytery:  4729 1675  
 

Mrs Sue Weekes — Secretarial 
Support  
 

Mrs Vanessa Sultana – Office Support  
   
 

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH: 
Corpus Christi Primary –  ph  4726 2200 

(Principal  -   Mrs Sarah O’Rourke) 
 

Xavier College – ph 4777 0900             
(Principal  -  Mr Michael Pate) 

From Parish Priest’s Desk 
 

In our daily lives, sufferings come in many forms—illness, misunderstandings,  
loneliness, failures, disappointments, and the quiet struggles that no one else sees or 
understands. As Christians, we often pray that suffering may pass quickly. But  
Scripture reminds us that suffering, when lived with faith, becomes a sacred moment 
to witness to Jesus. 
St. Paul often spoke about “sharing in the sufferings of Christ,” not because pain is 
good, but because grace grows where faith is tested. In moments of hardship, the 
way we respond—our patience, our trust, our humility, our refusal to give in to 

bitterness—becomes a powerful testimony. Many people have 
been led to Christ not by sermons, but by watching a believer 
carry their cross with hope.  And their sufferings and the way 
they face it becomes powerful instruments of evangelization. 
The question today is: “Are we keen to witness to Jesus in our 
difficult moments?”   
When challenges come, do we embrace the opportunity to show 
Christ’s love, gentleness, and courage in facing them or dealing 
with them?   
Or do we sometimes waste those precious opportunities 
through anger, negativity, or despair? Do we often complain to 
God about the difficult situations that we undergo in our lives?  
Every trial can be transformed into an altar where Christ is made 
visible. When we continue to love, to forgive, to hope, and to 

trust—especially when life is hard—we shine His light into the world.  
In a convent there was a junior sister who had a fall from the ladder while she was 
doing some flower decorations in the sanctuary of the church. Thereafter she never 
was able to do any decoration. Despite her getting the best treatment she became 
paralyzed for life. But she was radiating joy throughout her invalid life, and many 
people were coming to visit her to get some comfort in their own sufferings.  Let her 
example challenge us to be the agents of hope even in our sufferings and make them 
occasions to witness to the Lord in a heroic way. 
Let us pray for the grace to recognise suffering not as a dead end, but as a divine 
moment to witness to Jesus, who carried His cross for our salvation. 
 

Fr Abraham Kunnatholy CMI 

First Reading 
Malachi 3:19-20 
The sun of righteousness will shine on you. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 97:5-9. R. see v.9 
(R.) The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 
Second Reading  
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
Do not give anyone food who refuses to work. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lift up your heads and see; 
your redemption is near at hand. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel 
Luke 21:5-19 
Your endurance will win you your life. 
 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C - 15TH AND 16TH NOVEMBER 2025 
 
 

We, the people of Corpus Christi, seek to grow in living Christ-centred mission, sharing our gifts to foster  
welcome, justice and community in today’s world.  

A very warm welcome to anyone who is new to the parish.   



Feast Days this week 
 

November 17th St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
November 18th St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 
November 22nd: St. Cecilia 
November 23rd: St. Clement I, St. Columban and 
Blessed Miguel Agustin 
November 23rd: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Let us Offer Gifts of Prayer 
Anniversaries: 
Bernardo R. Chanyungco. Rose Azzopardi 
 

We also keep in our prayers all those in our November  
Remembrance scroll 

For those who are sick: 
Darren Hooton, Ruta Pelenatino, Rose Zahra, Marlene Rodger, 
Fr. Jerome Antogop.  
 

We keep in our prayers Marie Dawson who has unfortunately 
had another fall and is recovering.. 

Parish  News 

 

In Preparation for Advent 
 

Embark on a spiritual journey of hope this Advent 
and Christmas with The Promise: Advent and 

Christmas Daily Reflections 2025—a beautifully 
presented 88-page book of daily reflections  
designed to guide you from the beginning of  
Advent (30 November 2025) through to the  

Baptism of the Lord (11 January 2026). Each page 
offers profound insights through daily Scripture-

based meditations and contemplative prayers that invite you 
to recognise God’s promise fulfilled in Christ and to live in joy-

ful anticipation of his coming.  
 

The Promise Daily Reflections Book can be purchased at 
dow.org.au/shop 

 

Red November Masses 
 

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia and 
New Zealand:  

ACN is the Pontifical Foundation dedicated to supporting the 
suffering and persecuted Church.   Red Wednesday, 19 November 
2025  Aid to the Church in Need (ACN)  invites you to join in this 

special day to pray for and stand in solidarity with the  200+  
million Christians persecuted for their faith.  Around the world, 
churches and public buildings will light up in red as a symbol of 

the sacrifice and suffering of our modern-day martyrs. In Australia 
and New Zealand, over 20 Cathedrals will be lit in red, with some 
holding Masses and prayer vigils for persecuted Christians.   This 

year we are also extending the initiative to Red November to  
allow more participation for Parishes. Parishes and groups may 

choose to celebrate a special Mass or prayer event on a date that 
is appropriate, or by supporting the Holy Land with a donation or 

by purchasing olivewood religious items from Bethlehem. 
 Through your participation, you will also be building a bridge of 
love with persecuted Christian communities, letting them know 

they are not alone.  To find out what is happening at a Cathedral 
or other ways to get involved visit rednovember.org or https://

youtu.be/-F_NUcWOWwI 
 

  Red November Masses will be celebrated as part 
of our usual weekend Masses next weekend  

November 22nd and 23rd. 
 

We invite everyone to come to Mass wearing something 
red as we pray together for persecuted Christians 

around the world. 
 

Red Holy Rosary will be prayed in 
the Church after each of the  

Masses 

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention for November 
 

For The Prevention of Suicide 
Let us pray that those who are struggling with 
suicidal thoughts might find the support, care, 
and love they need in their community, and be 

open to the beauty of life. 

New Ministries Expression of Interest  
 

With hearts full of hope and excitement we invite each and  
everyone to consider expressing interest in our new ministry 
initiatives.  Our mission is to deepen our faith and serve our 

community with love, and we believe that with your passion and 
talents, we can make a profound difference.  

This drive is a wonderful opportunity to: 
 

• Grow in your faith: Deepen your personal relationship 
with God and connect with other passionate members of 
our parish. 

• Share your gifts: Use your unique talents and skills to sup-
port and uplift our church community through various 
ministries. 

• Make a difference: Be part of a team that provides vital 
support, compassion, and outreach to those in need.  

 

The new ministries proposed include, a children’s group, teen’s 
group, youth group (over 18s), woman's group and a men's 

group. Expression of interest sheets are available in the foyer.  
 

We encourage each and everyone to discern God’s will for you 
and consider placing your name on one or more of the lists. 

If you’d like more information regarding any of the ministries 
please contact the parish office or have a chat with Fr Abraham. 

 

Thank you to everyone who have already added their 
names to one of the expressions of interest sheets  

 

World Day of Poor 
 

November 16th is the World Day of the Poor. It 
offers us an opportunity to renew our solidarity 

with those who are poor in our own  
community and across the world.  

In his message for the World Day of the Poor, Pope Leo XIV  
reminds us that “the poor are not a distraction for the Church, 

but our beloved brothers and sisters, for by their lives, their 
words and their wisdom, they put us in contact with the truth of 
the Gospel.” The full text of Pope Leo’s message may be found 
at: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/

poor/documents/20250613-messaggio-giornata-poveri.html or 
on page 10 of the bulletin 

Our 9.10am morning Mass this coming Friday 21st of  
November with be offered in remembrance of Fr George 

O’Mara. We warmly invite everyone to join. 



Missionaries of Hope Appeal 
 

A very big thank you to the Corpus 
Christi Parish community for your 

generous donations to Catholic  
Mission’s Missionaries of Hope  

Appeal. Together our parish raised 
$1506.85 

Parish Communication 
 
 

Don't forget to follow our parish's Facebook page for the  
latest updates, events, and community news! Find us at 

www.facebook.com/CorpusChristiParishCranebrook and give 
us a 'like' to stay connected . Each week our parish  

bulletin is uploaded making it easily accessible to 
everyone in our parish community. 

If you’d like to receive the parish bulletin via email 
each week, please contact the parish office. 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal – supporting Catholic Care Grief 
and Loss Counselling  

Christmas is drawing near, and with it the promise that God is 
with us. For many in Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, 

that promise is needed right now.  Many individuals and families 
are carrying grief, stress and uncertainty – wrestling with the 

rising cost-of-living, unstable work and the heartbreak of losing a 
loved one. Your generosity is the way to open the doors of hope 
for the broken-hearted ensuring that no one in our community 

grieves alone. The Bishops Christmas Appeal will take place 
at Corpus Christi on November 29th and 30th.   

Sacraments at Corpus Christi 
 
 

Baptisms take place on the first and third Sunday of each 
month at 11am. 

Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to  
contact the Parish Office to book the date of  

baptism and to register for the Rite of Welcome and   
Information Meeting. (These take place on the fourth  

Sunday of the month prior to your child’s baptism.) 
 

Bookings for weddings and funerals are taken on request. 
Please contact the Parish Office 

 

Our sacraments of penance, First Eucharist and  
confirmation are already complete for 2025. Dates for 2026 

will be published later in the year.  

Dates for your diary... 
 

Parish Morning Tea 
 

Our parish hosts a morning tea after our 9.30am Mass on the  
second Sunday of every month. Our next parish  

morning tea will take place on  
 

Sunday  14th of December  
(Christmas Themed!) 

 

Everyone is welcome. We warmly encourage you to invite your 
friends and family to join us both for Mass and Christmas 

themed morning tea 
——————————— 

‘Young in Spirit’ Seniors Group 
 

Our seniors group meets on the last Friday  morning of each 
month after 9.10am Mass in the Parish Office.  Our next senior’s 

morning tea will take place on  
 

Friday 28th of November 
 

Please bring a small plate of food to share for morning tea. New 
members are always welcome. 

Diocesan News 

What’s Coming up as We prepare for Christmas… 

 

Parish Keys 
The Parish Office is currently conducting a key audit to help 

keep the amount of parish keys distributed to volunteers to a 
minimum. This will help to support the security of our parish. 
All volunteers who have a key are required to bring their key 
to the Parish Office as soon as is convenient for verification, 
or to return it if you no longer have a need for a parish key. 

Cooperation with this matter will be greatly appreciated. 

Liturgical events: 
 

Reconciliation 
A Communal Reconciliation with visiting priests will take place on Tuesday 9th of  
December from 7pm—7.45pm 
 

Christmas Novena Masses 
After a joyous and successful Christmas Novena last year, Corpus Christi will be  
celebrating a 9 day Christmas Novena again this year. Mass will be celebrated each day 
at 7pm from Monday 15th of December until Tuesday 23rd of December. Mass will be 
followed by a supper. More information about the Novena will be published soon. 
 

Christmas Mass times 
Our Christmas Mass times for 2025 include: 
Wednesday 24th December 6pm (Children’s Mass), Wednesday 24th December 8.30pm, 
Thursday 25th December 12.am Midnight Mass and Thursday 25th of  
December 9.10am Christmas morning Mass. No Mass will be celebrated on Boxing Day, 
December 26th. 

Social events: 
Christmas Morning Tea 
Our final parish monthly morning tea for 
2025 will be Christmas themed. We 
warmly invite each and everyone to 
come along, bring a plate of your  
family favourite Christmas food and  
enjoy the companionship of our parish 
family. The morning tea will take place 
after the 9.30am Mass on December 
14th. 



Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary —15th and 16th November 2025 
Entrance Antiphon 
Jeremiah 29:11,12,14 
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace 
and not of affliction. 
You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives 
from every place. 

First Reading 
Malachi 3:19-20 
The day is coming now, burning like a  
furnace; and all the arrogant and the  
evil-doers will be like stubble. The day that 
is coming is going to burn them up, says 
the Lord of hosts, leaving them neither 
root nor stalk. But for you who fear my 
name, the sun of righteousness will shine 
out with healing in its rays. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 97:5-9. R. see v.9 
(R.) The Lord comes to rule the earth with 
justice. 
1. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp 
with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) 
2. Let the sea and all within it, thunder; 
the world, and all its peoples. 
Let the rivers clap their hands 
and the hills ring out their joy 
at the presence of the Lord. (R.) 
3. For the Lord comes,  
he comes to rule the earth. 
He will rule the world with justice 
and the peoples with fairness. (R.) 

Second Reading 
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
You know how you are supposed to  
imitate us: now we were not idle when we 
were with you, nor did we ever have our 
meals at anyone’s table without paying for 
them; no, we worked night and day,  
slaving and straining, so as not to be a 
burden on any of you. This was not  
because we had no right to be, but in  
order to make ourselves an example for 
you to follow. 
We gave you a rule when we were with 
you: not to let anyone have any food if he 
refused to do any work. Now we hear that 
there are some of you who are living in 
idleness, doing no work themselves but 
interfering with everyone else’s. In the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we order and call on 
people of this kind to go on quietly  
working and earning the food that they 
eat. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
2 Chronicles 7:16 
Luke 21:28 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lift up your heads and see; 
your redemption is near at hand. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel 
Luke 21:5-19 
When some were talking about the  
Temple, remarking how it was adorned 
with fine stonework and votive offerings, 
Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring 
at now – the time will come when not a 
single stone will be left on another:  
everything will be destroyed.’ And they 
put to him this question: ‘Master,’ they 
said, ‘when will this happen, then, and 
what sign will there be that this is about 
to take place?’ 
‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said, 
‘because many will come using my name 
and saying, “I am he” and, “The time is 
near at hand.” Refuse to join them. And 
when you hear of wars and revolutions, 
do not be frightened, for this is something 
that must happen but the end is not 
soon.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will 
fight against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be great earthquakes 
and plagues and famines here and there; 
there will be fearful sights and great signs 
from heaven. 
‘But before all this happens, men will seize 
you and persecute you; they will hand you 
over to the synagogues and to imprison-
ment, and bring you before kings and  
governors because of my name – and that 
will be your opportunity to bear witness. 
Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to 
prepare your defence, because I myself 
shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom 
that none of your opponents will be able 
to resist or contradict. You will be  
betrayed even by parents and brothers, 
relations and friends; and some of you will 
be put to death. You will be hated by all 
men on account of my name, but not a 
hair of your head will be lost. Your  
endurance will win you your lives.’ 

Communion Antiphon 
Psalm 72:28 
To be near God is my happiness, 
to place my hope in God the Lord. 

 
 
 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant 
CSA 

The Day of the Lord was believed to be 
the time when God would come in  
majesty and power to set all things right. 
We must remember that the descriptions 
in today’s readings are metaphoric or 
symbolic in nature. As with all metaphors 
or symbols, we miss something of their 
profound meaning if we merely  
understand them literally. It is not helpful 
to relate elements of the description with 
particular aspects of the contemporary 
world. Belief in the Day of the Lord is a 
way of testifying to our faith in the  
righteousness of God. 
Although the narrative readings for today 
concentrate on the disruptions that will 
accompany the coming of God, they also 
contain hints of the salvation that will  
finally arrive. Malachi speaks of the sun of 
justice that comes with healing rays; Luke 
promises that the faithful disciples will 
escape without a hair of their heads being 
destroyed. Just as the descriptions of the 
upheavals should not be understood  
literally, neither should these descriptions. 
It may be that the faithful followers of 
Jesus will suffer terrible agonies. The point 
here is that even in the midst of their pain, 
they will be protected. The healing rays of 
justice and the rescue of the lives of the 
upright are references to salvation. God 
does not come at the end to condemn, 
but to save. Furthermore, the suffering 
that precedes the end is intended for  
purification and refinement, not  
punishment. Christians are exhorted to 
live in this endtime with patient  
endurance of difficulties.  
 

 
 



REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 
Gospel Reflection 

This week marks the final week of Ordinary Time in the Church’s 
liturgical calendar and draws us almost to the end of our journey 
through the gospel of Luke. Next week’s reading of the crucifix-
ion concludes the Year of Luke. It is in this context that we need 
to read today’s gospel passage. Jesus and his disciples are  
gathered around the Temple in Jerusalem in the final days  
before he is to be put to death. The end is imminent and Jesus 
takes the opportunity to reassure the disciples that, although 
they are about to experience a period of distress, betrayal and 
persecution that will stretch well into the future, ultimately, 
God’s love and mercy will triumph – not only in their own lives 
but also in the world. 

The language of passages like today’s gospel can be off-putting 
at times and can also be seized upon by those who would  
interpret scripture literally. The graphic descriptions certainly 
lend themselves to predictions of gloom and doom. However, 
we must also remember that the gospel was written some 50 or 
more years after the death of Jesus. At the time of writing, many 
of these things had already come to pass. The message for the 
community who were suffering through these very experiences 
is that they should not despair because all of this was anticipat-
ed by Jesus and that ultimately the reign of God will come about 
and the effort and distress that they have endured will be vindi-
cated. 

Unfortunately, the lectionary has the passage concluding at 
verse 19; the complete passage continues on for another 17 
verses and so we don’t get the full effect of Jesus’ speech. In the 
latter portion, Jesus assures the disciples that the kingdom will 
surely come to pass. It is a promise that we affirm every time we 
say the Creed. 

Living the Gospel – Comfort 
We must remember that the gospel of Luke was written 50-plus 
years after the death of Jesus. Whilst Jesus may have said  
something like what is ascribed to him in this passage, we have 
to accept that the words are influenced to a great extent by the 
gospel writer. The gospel is not written as a biography but as a 
means of conveying a message about Jesus. To this end, the 
writer seeks to give comfort to his audience by having Jesus 
‘predict’ all the things that have indeed come to pass in their 
community. The message to a struggling community is to ‘keep 
going.’ 

Historical Context – Expectation 
When the gospel of Mark was written around the year 75 of the 
1st Century, the people of that community firmly believed that 
the world was about to end and that Jesus’ return to earth was 
going to happen any day. Another 10 or so years later, the  
communities of the gospels of Matthew and Luke were enduring 
persecution and great hardship. They felt that surviving through 
this time of struggle would be rewarded with the return of  
Jesus. However, by the time of the gospel of John, another 10 
years later, we see an acceptance that the end is still to come 
some time in the future. 

Scriptural context – Apocalyptic writing 
Hollywood has done very well out of movies about the end of 
the world and the term ‘apocalypse’ has come to have this 
meaning. However, ‘apocalypse’ comes from the Greek word 
meaning, ‘to lift a veil’ or ‘to reveal’. The apocalypse is not the 
end of the world, but rather the revelation that will come at the 
end of the world. Writings such as today’s gospel passage about 
what will happen at the end of the world and how God will be 

revealed are described in the Christian tradition as ‘apocalyptic 
writing’. The most famous of these writings is the book of  
Revelation. 

Questions for Adolescents 
Q. What are three ‘predictions’ that Jesus makes in this  
passage? 

Q. Why would the disciples have been shocked to hear that the 
Temple would be destroyed? 

Q. Why does the gospel writer have Jesus ‘predict’ things that 
have occurred by the time of writing? 

Q. What appears to be the purpose and message of this  
passage? 

Questions for Adults 
Q. In what ways is this passage relevant in our own time? 

Q. Why does Jesus need to warn the disciples not to be deceived 
by false prophets? 

Q. In what ways is a literal interpretation of this passage  
problematic? 

Q. Why might this passage be included in the Sunday lectionary? 

Learning moments 
Research the history of 1st century Christianity between the 
years 60 and 90. Identify when the Temple in Jerusalem was 
destroyed; the nature of Roman persecution; and the relation-
ships between Christians and Jews. 

Look up other examples of ‘apocalyptic writing’ and identify 
elements that they have in common. 
 

REFLECTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE – by Lisa-Marie 
Calderone-Stewart 

Every so often, some famous person or group comes along to 
predict the exact day of the end of the world. Everyone gets 
excited, lots of news coverage is aired, and a lot of conversation 
is stirred up. Why not? It’s an exciting possibility. People like 
talking about it: What might it be like? How will we know if it’s 
coming? Is it possible to read the signs? Will it happen while we 
are still alive? 

Do such questions and conversations bore you or interest you? 
Do they cause you any concern? How so? 

Have you heard any specific predictions lately about the end of 
the world? Do you put much stock in such predictions? Why or 
why not? 

Very often, when people get nervous about ‘the end of the 
world’, it’s because there is a lot of fear of death and final  
judgment. But actually, the odds are not very high that  
tomorrow will be the last day of the world. The odds, however, 
are very high that tomorrow will be the last day of someone’s 
life. That’s because many people die every day. We never know 
when it will be our turn. When it happens to someone we love, 
it is tragic, and often sudden and shocking even though we know 
that, sooner or later, it happens to us all. 

Instead of worrying about living the last day of the world, why 
not begin to appreciate life and those we love as if every day 
could be our last? (or their last?) 

How is your life different when you try to do that? How would 
your life be different if everyone tried to do that? 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



For Children 
 

Sunday 16th of November—Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

 
First Reading 
The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and the evil-doers will be like 
stubble. The day that is coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, leaving them  
neither root nor stalk. But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will shine out with 
healing in its rays. 
 
Second Reading 
You surely know that you should follow our example. We didn't waste our time loafing, and we  
didn't accept food from anyone without paying for it. We didn't want to be a burden to any of you, 
so night and day we worked as hard as we could. 
We had the right not to work, but we wanted to set an example for you. We also gave you this rule: 
If you don't work, you don't eat. Now we learn that some of you just loaf around and won't do any 
work, except the work of a busybody. So, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, we ask and beg these 
people to settle down and start working for a living. 
 
Gospel Reading: 
Some people were talking about the beautiful stones used to build the temple and about the gifts 
that had been placed in it. Jesus said, “Do you see these stones? The time is  
coming when not one of them will be left in place. They will all be knocked down.”  
 Some people asked, “Teacher, when will all this happen? How can we know when 
these things are about to take place?” 
Jesus replied: 
Don't be fooled by those who will come and claim to be me. They will say, “I am 
Christ!” and “Now is the time!” But don't follow them. 9 When you hear about wars 
and riots, don't be afraid. These things will have to happen first, but this isn't the 
end. 
Nations will go to war against one another, and kingdoms will attack each  
other. There will be great earthquakes, and in many places people will starve to 
death and suffer terrible diseases. All sorts of frightening things will be seen in the 
sky. 
Before all this happens, you will be arrested and punished. You will be tried in your 
synagogues and put in jail. Because of me you will be placed on trial before kings and  
governors. But this will be your chance to tell about your faith. 
Don't worry about what you will say to defend yourselves. I will give you the wisdom to know what 
to say. None of your enemies will be able to oppose you or to say that you are wrong. You will be 
betrayed by your own parents, brothers, family, and friends. Some of you will even be killed. Because 
of me, you will be hated by everyone. But don't worry! You will be saved by being faithful to me. 
 
Discussion Starters: 

The Gospel today speaks about bad things that happen but Jesus says that we are not to be afraid. What 
shouldn’t we be afraid of? 

What did Jesus say he will give us so that we know what to say during difficult times? (Wisdom) 

Jesus says that we are safe because we belong to him and believe in him.  

Let us pray for wisdom when we find things hard to understand or when difficult things happen. 



Children’s Worksheet 



 
Diocesan News 





 

MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR THE 9
th

 WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

33
rd

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 
16 November 2025 

___________________________ 

You are my hope (cf. Ps 71:5) 

1. “You, O Lord, are my hope” (Ps 71:5). These words well up from a heart burdened by grave hardship: “You have made me see many troubles and 
calamities” (v. 20), the Psalmist exclaims. At the same time, his heart remains open and confident; steadfast in faith, he acknowledges the support of 
God, whom he calls “a rock of refuge, a strong fortress” (v. 3). Hence, his abiding trust that hope in God never disappoints: “In you, Lord, I take  
refuge; I shall never be put to shame” (v. 1). 

Amid life’s trials, our hope is inspired by the firm and reassuring certainty of God’s love, poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. That hope does not 
disappoint (cf. Rom 5:5). Thus Saint Paul could write to Timothy: “To this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living 
God” (1 Tim 4:10). The living God is in fact “the God of hope” (Rom 15:13), and Christ, by his death and resurrection, has himself become “our 
hope” (1 Tim 1:1). We must never forget that we were saved in this hope, and need to remain firmly rooted therein. 

2. The poor can be witnesses to a strong and steadfast hope, precisely because they embody it in the midst of uncertainty, poverty, instability and 
marginalization. They cannot rely on the security of power and possessions; on the contrary, they are at their mercy and often victims of them. Their 
hope must necessarily be sought elsewhere. By recognizing that God is our first and only hope, we too pass from fleeting  hopes to a lasting hope. 
Once we desire that God accompany us on the journey of life, material wealth becomes relativized, for we discover the real treasure that we need. 
The words that the Lord Jesus spoke to his disciples remain forceful and clear: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consume and 
where thieves do not break in and steal” (Mt 6:19-20). 

3. The gravest form of poverty is not to know God. As Pope Francis wrote in Evangelii Gaudium: “The worst discrimination which the poor suffer is 
the lack of spiritual care. The great majority of the poor have a special openness to the faith; they need God and we must not fail to offer them his 
friendship, his blessing, his word, the celebration of the sacraments and a journey of growth and maturity in the faith” (No. 2000). Here we see a 
basic and essential awareness of how we can find our treasure in God. As the Apostle John insists: “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates his  
brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1 Jn 4:20). 

This is a rule of faith and the secret of hope: all this earth’s goods, material realities, worldly pleasures, economic prosperity, however important, 
cannot bring happiness to our hearts. Wealth often disappoints and can lead to tragic situations of poverty — above all the poverty born of the failure 
to recognize our need for God and of the attempt to live without him. A saying of Saint Augustine comes to mind: “Let all your hope be in God: feel 
your need for him, and let him fill that need. Without him, whatever you possess will only make you all the more empty” (Enarr. in Ps., 85:3). 

4. The word of God tells us that Christian hope is certainty at every step of life’s journey, since it does not depend not on our human strength but 
upon the promise of God, who is always faithful. For this reason, from the beginning, Christians have identified hope with the symbol of the anchor, 
which provides stability and security. Christian hope is like an anchor that grounds our hearts in the promise of the Lord Jesus, who saved us by his 
death and resurrection and will come again among us. This hope continues to point us toward the “new heavens” and the “new earth” (2 Pet 3:13) as 
the true horizon of our existence, where every life will find its authentic meaning, for our real homeland is in heaven (cf. Phil 3:20). 

The city of God, therefore, impels us to improve the cities of men and women. Our own cities must begin to resemble his. Hope, sustained by God’s 
love poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 5:5), turns human hearts into fertile soil where charity for the life of the world can  
blossom. The Church’s tradition has constantly insisted on the circular relationship between the three theological virtues of faith, hope and charity. 
Hope is born of faith, which nourishes and sustains it on the foundation of charity, the mother of all virtues. All of us need charity, here and now. 
Charity is not just a promise; it is a present reality to be embraced with joy and responsibility. Charity engages us and guides our decisions towards 
the common good. Conversely, those who lack charity not only lack faith and hope; they also rob their neighbors of hope. 

5. The biblical summons to hope thus entails the duty to shoulder our responsibilities in history, without hesitation. Charity, in fact, “is the greatest 
social commandment” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 1889). Poverty has structural causes that must be addressed and eliminated. In the 
meantime, each of us is called to offer new signs of hope that will bear witness to Christian charity, just as many saints have done over the centuries. 
Hospitals and schools, for instance, were institutions established to reach out to the most vulnerable and marginalized. These institutions should be a 
part of every country’s public policy, yet wars and inequalities often prevent this from happening. Today, signs of hope are increasingly found in care 
homes, communities for minors, centers for listening and acceptance, soup kitchens, homeless shelters and low-income schools. How many of these 
quiet signs of hope often go unnoticed and yet are so important for setting aside our indifference and inspiring others to become involved in various 
forms of volunteer work! 

The poor are not a distraction for the Church, but our beloved brothers and sisters, for by their lives, their words and their wisdom, they put us in 
contact with the truth of the Gospel. The celebration of the World Day of the Poor is meant to remind our communities that the poor are at the heart 
of all our pastoral activity. This is true not only of the Church’s charitable work, but also of the message that she celebrates and proclaims. God took 
on their poverty in order to enrich us through their voices, their stories and their faces. Every form of poverty, without exception, calls us to  
experience the Gospel concretely and to offer effective signs of hope. 

6. This, then, is the invitation extended to us by this Jubilee celebration. It is no coincidence that the World Day of the Poor is celebrated towards the 
end of this year of grace. Once the Holy Door is closed, we are to cherish and share with others the divine gifts granted us throughout this entire year 
of prayer, conversion and witness. The poor are not recipients of our pastoral care, but creative subjects who challenge us to find novel ways of living 
out the Gospel today. In the face of new forms of impoverishment, we can risk becoming hardened and resigned. Each day we encounter poor or 
impoverished people. We too may have less than before and are losing what once seemed secure: a home, sufficient food for each day, access to 
healthcare and a good education, information, religious freedom and freedom of expression. 

 In this promotion of the common good, our social responsibility is grounded in God’s creative act, which gives everyone a share in the goods of the 
earth. Like those goods, the fruits of human labor should be equally accessible to all. Helping the poor is a matter of justice before a question of  
charity. As Saint Augustine observed: “You give bread to a hungry person; but it would be better if none were hungry, so that you would have no 
need to give it away. You clothe the naked, but would that all were clothed and that there be no need for supply this lack” (In I Ioan., 8:5). 

It is my hope, then, that this Jubilee Year will encourage the development of policies aimed at combatting forms of poverty both old and new, as well 
as implementing new initiatives to support and assist the poorest of the poor. Labor, education, housing and health are the foundations of a security 
that will never be attained by the use of arms. I express my appreciation for those initiatives that already exist, and for the efforts demonstrated daily 
on the international level by great numbers of men and women of good will. 

 Let us entrust ourselves to Mary Most Holy, Comforter of the Afflicted and, with her, let us raise a song of hope as we make our own the words of 
the Te Deum: “In you, O Lord, is our hope, and we shall never hope in vain.” 

From the Vatican, 13 June 2025, Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua, Patron Saint of the Poor 

LEO PP. XIV 
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Planned Giving/Parish Donations 
Your gift to Planned Giving helps cover the running of the parish 

and also contributes towards outreach in our parish community and 
beyond. 

If you would like to contribute directly, the parish bank details 
are:  

BSB:   067 950  
Acct No:  100000698 
Acct Name: Cranebrook Parish  
 

Please ensure you put your details in the reference section 
(ENVELOPE N# OR SURNAME) 

Please contact the Parish Office if you  

 are contributing to the Planned Giving Program via the enve-
lope system and would like to change to credit card or direct 
debit;  

 would like to join the Planned Giving Program. 

LOST MONEY 
A sum of money was found last Sunday after Mass and  

handed in at the Parish Office. If you have lost some money, and 
feel this could be yours, please contact the Paish Office and state 
the amount of money that you lost. If the money is not claimed 

before next weekend, it will be placed in the  
second collection. 

 

With many thanks to all these local businesses who support our parish 
throughout the year.   

Please consider supporting them when in need of these services... 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 
 

                                                                                              Michael Xiberras      

       0412 914 332 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
plumbing, drainage, gas fitting, 

backflow prevention, roof plumbing  

 
 

 

 michael@smickplumbing.com.au                Lic No: 246475C 

 

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal services spe-
cialising in: 

 

Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law 
 

Ph: 02 47315899 
www.batemanbattersby.com.au  

enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au   

 

Vic Xiberras:  0418  234  293  
Dianne Xiberras:  0400  774  213  

info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au 
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.   

Services Provided: 
Installation & Service of: 

 Alarm Systems 

 CCTV 

 Video Intercom 
 

Vic Xiberras 
Alarm Technician 

Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753 
Masters Licence:   409 810 455 

Chatnsw.com.au  

F: Haveachat NSW

 Chatnsw@outlook.com 

Have a Chat NSW 
Counselling service 

Robert Azize 
Counsellor 
0417 459 705 

Parish Giving  Parish Notices 

Gardening Supplies Needed 
Thank you to all our new and existing gardening volunteers. Your 
time and effort in keeping our gardens maintained is appreciated. 
We are currently in need of some garden soil or potting mix and 

some large pots as many of the plants in our courtyard are  
outgrowing their pots. Any donations of these items would be 

greatly appreciated. Please contact the Parish Office if 
you are able to make a donation.  

http://www.batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

