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CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH 
 

Address:  86-92 Andromeda Drive 
   Cranebrook, NSW, 2749 
 

Postal:      PO Box 21  

   Cranebrook , NSW,  2749 
 

Phone:     4730 1249 
 

Fax:          4729 2989 
 

Email: parishteam@corpuschristi.org.au    
 

Presbytery:   4730 6258 
 

Office Hours:  9am - 3.30pm  

(Tuesday—Friday) 
             

PARISH TEAM:   
Fr Christopher Antwi-Boasiako -   
 Parish Priest 
Christopher.Antwi-Boasiako@parracatholic.org  

Mobile: 0415 505 594  
 

Deacon Owen Rogers  
             - owen.rogers7@bigpond.com 
 

Mrs Marie Cottee - Parish Secretary 
               -  mc@corpuschristi.org.au  
 

Mrs Sue Weekes  -  Office Support  

               -  sw@corpuschristi.org.au 
 

Mrs Joanne Hocking - Sacrament  
           Support                         
 

SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH: 
Corpus Christi Primary –  ph  4726 2200 

(Principal  -   Mrs Sarah  O’Rourke) 
 

Xavier College – ph 4777 0900              

    (Principal  -  Mr Michael Pate) 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
 

Places of Worship and Religious Services  
Due to COVID-19 public Masses and church buildings  

are closed until further notice. 
NSW Police have visited parishes in the Diocese of Parramatta to check on the use 
of buildings. Fines can be issued to each person who is in attendance if a breach has 
been identified.  

 
Please visit our website or Facebook page for any updates. 

 

Website:  
www.corpuschristi.org.au 

 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/CorpusChristiParishCranebrook 

 

Funerals  
Funerals are permitted with a maximum number of 10 attendees only.  

If the funeral takes place in a church building the physical distancing rule of  
1.5 metres must be observed and face masks must be worn. 

 

Weddings  
Weddings are now on hold until further notice.  

 

Live Streaming  
Live streaming of Mass is recommended. Priests may have up to five assistants at 
the Mass, including personnel who are operating the live stream. Many of our 
parishes are also live streaming their services.  
For a list of these parishes, please visit: https://parracatholic.org/covid19.  
 

 
REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 

 

Historical Context – Mary MacKillop 
 

Mary MacKillop is not only the first Australian to be recognised by the Church 
as a Saint, she is truly a very Australian saint. She characterises the spirit of the 
Australian mythology. She was a prodigious hard worker who put the needs of 
others before herself. She exhibited something of the larrikin spirit: constantly 
in dispute with authority but pressing on, regardless. She used the strengths of 
others but also didn’t tolerate those who were not genuine. Her commitment 
to the schooling of children from poor and rural communities established a 
model of Catholic education that continues to today.  

A Saint for and of Australia! 
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Parish office Hours 
During this time of church closure the parish office will 
remain open at reduced hours.  You are welcome to tele-
phone or email and please leave a message if we don’t an-
swer the phone and we will get back to you.   
In case you need any pastoral support please contact Fr 
Chris on 0415 505 594. 

 

Sacrament of  First Communion 2021 
PLEASE WATCH THIS SPACE.  WE ARE WAITING ON  
UPDATES FROM THE GOVERNMENT REGARDING  
RESTRICTIONS AND HOW THEY  WILL AFFECT THE  
SACRAMENT PROGRAM.   

DATES HAVE BEEN PUT ON HOLD  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 

CATECHISTS AND CATECHIST HELPERS NEEDED 
Sharing our faith with the children of our  

parish community is a very rewarding opportunity.   
This period of staying at home is a perfect time to reflect 

on your faith and consider sharing your journey with 
Christ with the children in our government schools. 

 

What’s Involved? 

 Teaching time (30 minutes) and preparation. 
What do I need? 

 An interest in children and the ability to communicate 
with them. 

What help will I get? 

 Training to help you develop basic teaching skills and 
make the best use of your talents. 

 A teacher’s manual containing easy lesson plans. 

 Student activity books for each child. 

 Other resources to help make lessons interesting. 
If you feel you can help as a teacher or assistant once our 
Covid-19 lockdown is over or to find out more information 
please contact Marie at the Parish Office by telephone or 
email. 
 

Advertising in The Net 
Are you interested in advertising your business in The 
Net??? Or know anyone who might be??? Ads run for 12 
months or there is the opportunity to run an ad on a 
monthly or three monthly basis.  For more details, contact 
Marie at the Parish Office during office hours.  

 

Let us Offer Gifts of Prayer: 
 

Recently Deceased: 
Magda Ghali (14/06—Adel Ghal’s sister), Charlie 
Vassallo, Joseph O’Neill,  Sam Vassallo 
 

Anniversaries: 
Bibiana Zahrs (22/07), Emma Gavin (19/06/17), Mar-
yann Azzopardi (14/05/16), Margaret Sullivan (11/05/20) 
 

Mass Intentions: 
Jovito Jr, Maria Aquilina, Josephine Portelli, Margaret & 
James Vella 
 

And for those who are sick: 
Esther Rodgers, Kevin & Mary O’Connor, Pauline Rugg 

 

Building Safe Parishes Together 
An Update from the Safeguarding Office on: Community Engagement 
and Education Officer 

I would like to introduce myself as the recently appointed 
Community Engagement and Education Officer for the 
parishes of Parramatta Diocese. I am part of the Safeguard-
ing team charged with the mission to work with parishes 
to build safe worshipping communities. 
I have been a part of Parramatta Diocese for many years. 
I’ve spent a great deal of time myself in Parish Ministry as 
both Sacramental Coordinator and as Parish Secretary. I’ve 
also dabbled in many other ministries over these years. As 
you already know, in the life of a Parish, there is much to 
do and much to get involved in!  
A very important part of my role is to support Parishes 
and their Volunteers in completing the Safeguarding 
Training. This is an opportunity and an obligation for us 
all to develop our awareness and skills in ensuring our 
parishes are safe and welcoming places for all those, in-
cluding children and vulnerable adults, who worship 
alongside us. 
Over the next month I hope to share more updates on the: 

 Mandatory Safeguarding Modules  

 Reasons why the Safeguarding Training is important 

 Range of ways to access the training, and 

 How to move forward with the Training 
I know that currently we are unable to experience parish as 
we normally would, and this is a source of disappointment 
for us all. We will get to a time when we are able to come 
together in community and move forward more confident-
ly with this training.  
In the meantime, you are most welcome to engage with the 
online modules if you wish. If not, be reassured there will 
be opportunities to participate in face-to-face training as 
our current restrictions ease.  
If you do have any questions about the Safeguarding 
Training you might like to refer to our Infographic, contact 
the Parish Office or email me directly at ma-
ria.kervin@parracatholic.org .  
I am looking forward to working with you all in ensuring 
that, together, we are building a safe parish for all our faith 
community. 
Maria Kervin 

 
Join us on ‘Home Ground’  

While in lockdown, you’re invited to ‘HOME Ground’. 
Online every weeknight, join us for chat, music, prayer, 
hot topics and most of all – fun and connection.   
See the free line-up at parracatholic.org/homeground.   
The Diocese of Parramatta’s Mission Enhancement Team 
look forward to seeing you on HOME Ground soon.. 
 

Pastoral Formation Reflective Ministry Program 
This program is an online self-paced leadership develop-
ment program to renew or encourage people in ministry. 
Produced by the Pastoral Formation team, it covers biblical 
spirituality, ministry skilling and pastoral theology. Kick 
off for the program is 24th August. Express your interest 
today via https://tinyurl.com/RMIFM 

      

          Parish News     Diocesan News     
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Saint Mary of the Cross  -  Year B                            8th August 2021 

First Reading 
1 Kgs 17:7-16 
A reading from the first book of Kings 
The jar of meal shall not be spent ac-
cording to the word of the Lord spoken 
through Elias. 
And then the word of the Lord came to 
Elijah, ‘Up and go to Zarephath, a  
Sidonian town, and stay there. I have 
ordered a widow there to give you 
food.’ So he went off to Sidon. And 
when he reached the city gate, there 
was a  
widow gathering sticks. 
Addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a 
little water in a vessel for me to drink.’ 
She was setting off to bring it when he 
called after her. ‘Please,’ he said ‘bring 
me a scrap of bread in your hand.’ ‘As 
the Lord your God lives,’ she replied ‘I 
have no baked bread, but only a handful 
of meal in a jar and a little oil in a jug; I 
am just gathering a stick or two to go 
and prepare this for myself and my son 
to eat, and then we shall die.’ But Elijah 
said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do 
as you have said; but first make a little 
scone of it for me and bring it to me, 
and then make some for yourself and 
for your son. For thus the Lord speaks, 
the God of Israel:  “Jar of meal shall not 
be spent, jug of oil shall not be emptied, 
before the day when the Lord sends rain 
on the face of the earth.”’   
The woman went and did as Elijah told 
her and they ate the food, she, himself 
and her son. The jar of meal was not 
spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as 
the Lord had foretold through Elijah. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 623:1-8 
(R.) My soul clings to you; your right 

hand holds me fast. 
 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you like a dry, weary 
land without water. (R.) 
 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary  
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. (R.) 
 

So I will bless you all my life,  
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.) 
 

On my bed I remember you.  
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; in the  
shadow of your wings I rejoice. (R) 
 

Second Reading 
Col 3:12-17 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to 
the Colossians 
Bear with one another, forgive each other. 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he 
loves you, and you should be clothed in 
sincere compassion, in kindness and 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear 
with one another; forgive each other as 
soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has 
forgiven you; now you must do the 
same. Over all these clothes, to keep 
them together and complete them, put 
on love. And may the peace of Christ 
reign in your hearts, because it is for 
this that you were called together as 
parts of one body. Always be thankful. 
Let the message of Christ, in all its  
richness, find a home with you. Teach 
each other, and advise each other, in all 
wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts 
sing psalms and hymns and inspired 
songs to God; and never say or do  
anything except in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Mt 27:55 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Many women were there by the cross, 
watching from a distance, 
the same women who had followed  
Jesus and looked after him. 
Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel 
Mt 6:25-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel accord-
ing to Matthew 

Do not worry about your life. 

Jesus said to his disciples: I am telling 
you not to worry about your life and 
what you are to eat, nor about your 
body and what you are to wear. 
Surely life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothing! 
Look at the birds in the sky. They do not 
sow or reap or gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not worth much more than they 
are? 
Can any of you, however much you  
worry, add one single cubit to your span 
of life?  
And why worry about clothing? 
Think of the flowers growing in the 
fields; they never have to work or spin: 
yet I assure you that not even Solomon 
in all his royal robes was clothed like 
one of these. 
Now if that is how God clothes the wild 
flowers growing in the field which are 
there today and thrown into the furnace 
tomorrow, will he not much more look 
after you, you have so little faith? 
So do not worry; do not say, “What are 
we to eat?  What are we to drink? What 
are we to wear?” 
It is the gentiles who set their hearts on 
all these things. 
Your heavenly Father knows you need 
them all. 
Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and 
on God’s saving justice, and all these 
other things will be given you as well. 
So do not worry about tomorrow:  
tomorrow will take care of itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own. 



 

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 
Mary MacKillop 

This Gospel does not say we should not 
worry about what others eat or drink or 
have to wear. In fact we will be judged on 
whether we gave ‘the Least’ food,  
shelter, companionship in illness or in pris-
on (Mt 25). 
In the mid-late 19th century, a young 

woman was very concerned with the plight of the poor and 
the marginalised in the colonies which later became the  
Commonwealth of Australia. Amongst the most obvious  
necessities of life for these ‘least’ was schooling of the young, 
as education is a proven path out of poverty. 
So, this woman, whose most famous saying was ‘never see a 
need without trying to do something about it’, set about  
remedying that situation. Mary McKillop established the  
Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart principally to educate 
the poor. 
She suffered excommunication for revealing sexual abuse of 
youngsters by a paedophile priest. That was reversed five 
months later, but this all took its toll on her fragile health. 
We could pause for a moment to pray that we may join St 
Mary of the Cross in Heaven, together with all the Josephite 
sisters who set their hearts on the Father’s kingdom and His 
saving justice. 

—————————————— 

REFLECTION by Nick Brodie 
God’s Saving Justice 

The Gospel reading for today is, at first glance, an odd choice 
to pair with the feast of St Mary of the Cross. Mary MacKillop 
faced more than a few financial challenges, after all, especially 
in her youth. The burden of supporting her poor family fell to 
Mary in her teenage years, and surely no one held it against 
her for worrying about money, food, or clothing. 
But the pairing of saint and gospel makes sense in the context 
of Mary’s vocation. Rather than worrying about herself, she 
cared for others. In this, Mary MacKillop lived the gospel very 
effectively. First caring for her immediate family, then for wid-
er relations, soon enough Mary was focused on meeting the 
many needs of the communities in which she and her fellow 
Sisters of St Joseph lived. Through aid, education, and example 
Mary offered her contemporaries and us an example of faith 
through works. 
From quietly and unobtrusively teaching in a stable in 1866, to 
founding a religious order that spread throughout and beyond 
a continent, Mary’s spiritual journey was truly focused on 
“God’s saving justice”. Tending to Australia’s Aboriginal peo-
ples, prisoners facing execution, children requiring education, 
the homeless, the orphaned, the sick, indeed anybody she saw 
in need, Mary shows us how God seeks to answer the day’s 
troubles: through us. 
Nick Brodie  is an Australian historian and writer. He is an alum-
nus of the Australian National University, Flinders University, 
and the University of Tasmania. His doctorate examined law and 
social policy in late medieval and early modern England, he is the 
author of several books on Australian history, and he has written 
multiple essays and articles on aspects of European, Australa-
sian, and global history for various Australian and international 
publications and presses. In 2017 he was awarded the Bruce 
Mansfield Prize for the best article in the Journal of Religious 
History. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for August 
 

Intention for evangelization - The Church  
Let us pray for the Church,  

that She may receive from the Holy Spirit 
the grace and strength to reform herself  

in the light of the Gospel.  

REFLECTION FOR ADULTS AND ADOLESCENTS 
 

Questions for Adolescents 

 In what way does a particular phrase, or sentence, from 
today’s gospel catch your attention? 

 Why might Jesus have used the particular images he did 
when he was speaking to his audience? 

 What does this gospel tell us about the sort of relationship 
God wants to have with us? 

 What is one thing in your life that is a distraction from you 
being the best you can be? 

 

Questions for Adults 

 Why might the gospel writer have chosen this style rather 
than a parable to convey this teaching? 

 In what ways do the questions Jesus poses apply to our 
contemporary society? 

 In what ways does this gospel present a challenge to you 
personally? 

 Why would it be inaccurate to interpret this passage as 
encouragement to “opt out” of trying? 

 

This is an opportunity for parents to  
discuss today’s Gospel with your children.   

The following questions and worksheet 
are a beginning point to assist  

with the discussion. 

 
 What is the message Jesus is giving us in today's Gospel? 

 What are some things that we should not worry too much 
about? 

 What are the things that we should set our hearts on? 

 What does Jesus say about the birds and flowers?  

 God created (and continues to create) many wonderful 
things. Do you ever stop and realise that you are one of 
those wonderful things? 
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With many thanks to all these local businesses  
who support our parish throughout the year.   

 

Please consider supporting them when in need of these services... 

 Doreen’s Movie Transfer 

Transfer all your Movies, 
Films, Photos & Negatives to a 

DVD, Blue Ray Disc, Memory Stick 
or Portable Hard Drive. 

 
Doreen Vella 

Mobile: 0414 289 944 

   CHIROPRACTOR 

44 Castlereagh St Penrith • 4721 2143 • 0413 835 555 

Mary Anne Lowery 
Doctor of Chiropractic & Osteopathy 

For the treatment and prevention of: 

• Back &neck pain • Sporting injuries • Headache 

• Postural problems • Whiplash injuries • Sciatica 

L A W Y E R S  

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal  
services specialising in: 

 
Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law. 

 
Ph: 02 4731 5899 

www.batemanbattersby.com.au 

  

 

 

Nicholas Farrugia 
0423 904 650 

 

     Domestic  

     Commercial 

     Industrial 

   
Lic No: 254443C  

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 

Peter Betros 
Sales Consultant - 0400 093 458 
 
352 High Street Penrith 
T 0247 284 000  F 0247 225 228 
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FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE  

FOR ADVERTISING. 

FOR MORE DETAILS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

ON 4730 1249. 

 

Vic Xiberras:  0418  234  293  
Dianne Xiberras:  0400  774  213  

info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au 
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.   

Services Provided: 
Installation & Service of: 

 Alarm Systems 

 CCTV 

 Video Intercom 
 

Vic Xiberras 
Alarm Technician 

Security Lic.ence: 407 563 753 
Masters Licence:   409 810 455 

                                                                                              Michael Xiberras      

       0412 914 332 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
plumbing, drainage, gas fitting, 

backflow prevention, roof plumbing  

 

 

 

 michael@smickplumbing.com.au                Lic No: 246475C 
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