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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER-YRA

2ND & 3RD MAY,
2020

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSS

This is ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’ and a particular focus taken today is
leadership. Which voices do we follow? Why do we follow these voices and not
others? Authentic leadership is rooted in authority, and authentic authority is
the ability to author or bring life to birth. Genuine authority cherishes, guards
and encourages the best in life; it provides rest and
refreshment; it guides our steps; it nourishes us; it
leads us to God. Peter is an example of authentic
authority: he proclaims the truth, even if others find it
hard to hear; he denounces error, even when this
places him in jeopardy; he calls for a change of heart,
even when it makes great demands.

4 Authentic leadership is patterned after the leadership
of Jesus. It is gentle and familiar, like the true
shepherd; it has won the confidence of those who
follow, as did the true shepherd; it is committed to the
enhancement of the lives of others, as was Jesus.
Authentic leadership is willing to forgo its own needs
and to deny its own interests in favour of the needs
and interests of others.

Heavy demands are placed on those who follow
authentic leadership. Those who follow the Good Shepherd must follow him in
the dark valleys as well as to the refreshing streams. They must be willing to
relinquish some of their own plans and self-determination and entrust
themselves to his leadership. They must never forget that they are following a
shepherd who has paid the ultimate price on their behalf.
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Historical Context — A line of shepherds

When Jesus used the image of himself as a shepherd, he named himself as
belonging to a Jewish ancestry that associated itself with shepherds. Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and Moses were all shepherds. David, the second King of Israel,
was regarded as the greatest king in Jewish history. His humble beginning,
captured magnificently in the sculpture by Michelangelo, was as a shepherd
boy guarding his flock with a slingshot. The kings of Israel were charged to
‘shepherd’ their people rather than to lord it over them as the pagan kings did.
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"Living Word

Fourth Sunday of Easter 3rd May 2020

First Reading

Acts 2:14. 36-41

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
God has made Jesus both Lord and
Christ.

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up
with the Eleven and addressed the
crowd with a loud voice: ‘The whole
House of Israel can be certain that God
has made this Jesus whom you crucified
both Lord and Christ.”

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the apostles,
‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You must
repent,” Peter answered ‘and every one
of you must be baptised in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. The promise that was made
is for you and your children, and for all
those who are far away, for all those
whom the Lord our God will call to him-
self.” He spoke to them for a long time
using many arguments, and he urged
them, ‘Save yourselves from this per-
verse generation.” They were convinced
by his arguments, and they accepted
what he said and were baptised. That
very day about three thousand were
added to their number.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps22:1-6.R.v.1

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.

or

(R.) Alleluia.

1. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)

2. He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of dark-
ness no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and
your staff; with these you give me
comfort. (R.)

3. You have prepared a banquet for
me in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall
follow me all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Pt 2:20-25

A reading from the first letter of St Peter
You had gone astray but now you have
come back to the shepherd and guardi-
an of your souls.

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bear-
ing punishment patiently when you are
punished after doing your duty.

This, in fact, is what you were called to
do, because Christ suffered for you and
left an example for you to follow the
way he took. He had not done anything
wrong, and there had been no perjury in
his mouth. He was insulted and did not
retaliate with insults; when he was tor-
tured he made no threats but he put his
trust in the righteous judge. He was
bearing our faults in his own body on
the cross, so that we might die to our
faults and live for holiness; through his
wounds you have been healed. You had
gone astray like sheep but now you
have come back to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 10:14

Alleluia, alleluia!

| am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
| know my sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 10:1-10

A reading from the holy Gospel accord-
ing to John

I am the gate of the sheepfold.

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly,
anyone who does not enter the sheep-
fold through the gate, but gets in some
other way is a thief and a brigand. The

one who enters through the gate is the
shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper
lets him in, the sheep hear his voice,
one by one he calls his own sheep and
leads them out. When he has brought
out his flock, he goes ahead of them,
and the sheep follow because they
know his voice. They never follow a
stranger but run away from him: they
do not recognise the voice of strangers.’
Jesus told them this parable but they
failed to understand what he meant by
telling it to them.

So Jesus spoke to them again: ‘I tell you
most solemnly, | am the gate of the
sheepfold. All others who have come
are thieves and brigands; but the sheep
took no notice of them. | am the gate.
Anyone who enters through me will be
safe: he will go freely in and out and be
sure of finding pasture. The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. | have
come so that they may have life and
have it to the full.’

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for
the Mass ©1981 Intemational Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation,
©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers.
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.

© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.




REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate

The Shepherd’s Voice
In Jesus’ time, the shepherd lead from the front: the sheep
followed the sound of his voice to reach good pasture. Jesus
describes other voices who might try to mislead the sheep as
‘thieves and brigands’.

In John’s gospel, Judas, the thief from the common purse of
the disciples, led a group of temple guards and Roman sol-
diers to take Jesus by force.

Barabbas was a brigand, a leader of an insurrection. Our Lord
knew that armed rebellion against the Romans would lead to
the destruction of Jerusalem.

So, Jesus is warning his followers against the seductive voices
of those who advocate the use of violence.

In particular, the successor of Peter should echo the voice of
Jesus the Good Shepherd and no other. Popes of the modern
era seem to be listening more attentively to the Good Shep-
herd, as successors of St Peter who was instructed: ‘Feed my
lambs, feed my sheep’.

We could pause for a moment to attune our ears to the
sound of the Shepherd’s voice and follow Him so that He may
lead us to pastures where we can have life, abundantly.

Alleluia!

Gospel Focus — Life to the Full

John 10:10 is a very famous quote from this gospel passage.
Having life to the full does not imply life filled with every con-
venience, comfort and wealth. Rather, it is about living a life
filled with purpose and intent. If we fail to live with purpose
and meaning then our life is a hollow shell of what it could
be. Jesus came that we may have life — a life that is at its full-
est when it is lived in such a way as to be an expression of
what Jesus taught and lived.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for May

For Deacons
We pray that deacons, faithful in their
service to the Word and the poor, may be an
invigorating symbol for the entire Church.

REFLECTION FOR ADULTS AND ADOLESCENTS

Questions for Adolescents

* Why do these images of the sheep and the shepherd
seem to have so much appeal today?

*  To whom might Jesus have been referring when describ-
ing the ‘others’ as thieves and brigands?

* In what way does Jesus act as a gate?

*  What do you think it means to live life to the full?

Questions for Adults

*  Why might Jesus have used these images of himself as the
gate and as the shepherd?

* Why might the Jews have been attracted to an image of
God as shepherd?

* How can the concept of ‘life to the full’ be misunderstood
or misused?

* In what ways is the invitation to have life to the full also a
challenge?

This is an opportunity for parents to
discuss today’s Gospel with your children.
The following questions and worksheet
are a beginning point to assist
with the discussion.

Whose voice do you know without being told who it is?
How can you tell?
Jesus speaks to us in many ways.

How can we tell the voice of Jesus?

S OO

Jesus says that he will always care for us. Let us pray that
we may know and love Jesus more closely.

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
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4th Sunday of Easter, Yer A

Jesus is our good
shepherd and we
know that we must
follow him. What are
some of the things
our shepherd has
told us to do? (&
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Jn 10:1-10

( "\ A thief has stolen some letters from the pagsage of text below.
Use these letters to discover something that Jesus said
to his disciples.

T_ROUG_ __ WILL

B. __V_.D."

U\

m

AN W
g5\ BN
i »
@ "

o

iﬁ.‘
iz

© Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Solutions can be found on the last page.



Thank You dear parishioners for your ongoing financial support to the parish.
Your generosity is helping with the ongoing running expenses of our parish.

Mass Intentions...
If any parishioner would like Fr Chris to offer Mass for someone who is recently deceased, a loved one’s anniversary or if
someone is sick, please email the Parish Office. We can also include the person in The Net so everyone can pray for them.

Pastoral Support
During this challenging time of isolation many are struggling to cope. If you are in need of pastoral support or care please
contact Fr Chris on 0415 505 594.

Parish Office Hours

During this time of church closure the Parish Office will remain open. You are welcome to telephone or email. At this
stage, our operating hours have not been formalised, so please leave a message if we don’t answer the phone and we’ll get
back to you. In the case of an emergency please contact Fr Chris on his mobile, 0415 505 594.

Corpus Christi Facebook Page
Our parish Facebook page continues to be updated with relevant information at:
www.facebook.com/CorpusChristiParishCranebrook

Project Compassion

Please call Caritas directly on 1800 024 413 or visit https://lent.caritas.org.au/ for information on returning your Project
Compassion boxes or making a credit card donation. Or you can hold on to your Project Compassion boxes until the Dio-
cese advises how the donations can be collected.

PARISHES OF THE DIOCESE WHO ARE STREAMING MASS

PARISH LOCATION | LINK TO LIVESTREAM

ST BERNA- Castle Hill Streaming through Facebook Live @ 7am/7pm and 12pm Angelus

RERIE Parish https://www.facebook.com/Castlehillparish/photos/a.943697955789478/1556450387847562/2
type=3&theater

PADRE PIO Glenmore Streaming through Facebook — https://www.facebook.com/gsk2223

PARISH Park Parish

HOLY FAMILY | Granville Recording and then posting onto Parish YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/

G East Parish UCc-50D0OaRZEQyprZwqgatAeA) example - https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=c8ShYXiOoB0

HOLY TRINITY | Granville Recording and then posting onto Parish YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/

CHURCH Parish UCc-50D0OaRZEQyprZwqgatAeA) example - https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=c8ShYXiOoB0
ST JOSEPHS Kingswood Recording/streaming through YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/
(GIS101 0 Parish UCljjp15J16H8TrHKEB61Sdw/featured

ST ANDREW Marayong Streaming through Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/standrewsmarayong/
THE APOSTLE | parich

ST MARGA- Merrylands Recording/streaming through YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6FezbQbHtu-
RETMARYS | parish MSyWUSnaAcA

STNICHOLAS | Penrith Streaming through Facebook Live - https://www.facebook.com/SNOMPenrith/

OF MYRA Parish

THE GOOD Plumpton Streaming through Facebook Live - https://www.facebook.com/goodshepherdparishplumpton/
SHEPHERD Parish https://www.facebook.com/goodshepherdparishplumpton/videos/163690304720839/

OUR LADY OF [ Rouse Hill Streaming through Facebook Live https://www.facebook.com/150713848317487/

THE ANGELS | parish videos/835921950226114/

OUR LADY OF | Seven Hills Streamed Mass over weekend to Facebook Live https://www.facebook.com/OLOL7Hills/
HOIDIER Parish videos/206449013914284/

OUR LADY OF [ St Marys Streamed to Facebook https://www.facebook.com/OLRparishstmarys/
THE ROSARY Parish

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus,
I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment, receive you sacramentally,
please come spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you now as if you were already there and I unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen
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‘With many thanks to all these local businesses
who support our parish throughout the year.

Please consider supporting them when in need of these services...

Michael Xiberras
0412 914 332

SMICK

plumbing services

plumbing, drainage, gas fitting,
backflow prevention, roof plumbing

michael@smickplumbing.com.au Lic No: 246475C

DOOR - TO - DOOR
* HOTELS
* MOTELS
* HOME

SYDNEY

Phone: 4731 6906
Fax: 47316458
Mobile: 0414 443 754

CHIROPRACTOR

Mary Anne Lowery

Doctor of Chiropractic & Osteopathy

For the treatment and prevention of:
« Back &neck pain « Sporting injuries
« Postural problems  « Whiplash injuries

» Headache
« Sciatica

44 Castlereagh St Penrith « 4721 2143 « 0413 835 555

Doreen's Movie Transfer

Transfer all your Movies,
Films, Photos & Negatives to a
DVD, Blue Ray Disc, Memory Stick

-
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\\w %w)))} ----------- or Portable Hard Drive.
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Bateman Battersby
L

A W Y E R S

We invite members of the parish to take advantage of our legal
services specialising in:

Property Law, Business Law, Wills & Estates and Family Law.

Ph: 02 4731 5899
www.batemanbattersby.com.au

7% NEPEAN VALLE)
FUNER 2
Traditional Care with Dignity & Respect

Tel: 4722 8222 24hrs / 7 days
Local family owned and operated.

Shop 4/ 2-6 Castlereagh Street, Penrith

NQA

ELECTRICAL

Refresh @ Nutrition

Jessie O'Connor
Bsc (Mutr&FoodSc), MMNutrDiet, APD

M: 0478 117 065
E: jessie@refreshnutrition.com.au

Nicholas Farrugia
0423 904 650

= Domestic
= Commercial
= Industrial

Lic No: 254443C

Dietary Plans

Group Presentations
Mutrition Consultations
Healthy Eating Programs
Dietary Guidance and Advice

Fit4All - Unit 5C/16-24 Borec Road, Penrith

Sv@ol

Peter Betros
Sales Consultant - 0400 093 458

352 High Street Penrith
T 0247 284 000 F.0

Vic Xiberras

Alarm Technician
Lic. No. 407 563 753

Services Provided:
Installation & Service of:

* Alarm Systems
* CCTV

* Video Intercom
* All Electrical & Data Cabel-

Vic Xiberras: 0418 234 293
Dianne Xiberras: 0400 774 213
info@cranebrooksecurity.com.au
www.cranebrooksecurity.com.au.
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SECURITY

INSTALLATIONS

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING.
FOR MORE DETAILS
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
ON 4730 1249.

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING.
FOR MORE DETAILS
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
ON 4730 1249.



mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com
mailto:vicdi.xiberras5@bigpond.com

4th Sunday of Easter, Year A

A thief has stolen some letters from the passage of text below.
Use these letters to discover something that Jesus said
to his disciples.

| )
sE "I AM THE GATE

M For THE sHEEP.
ALL WHO COME IN
THROUGH ME WILL

BE SAVED "
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Jn 10:1-10 © Creative Ministry Resources 2005




